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Early  elections  bill  passes  1st  reading 
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iEbudJBrak  (left)  listens  to  Prime  Minister 
yesterday,  before  rejecting  it 


US  and  Egyptian  officials: 
Keep  the  process  alive 


:  'r-S"Jw! 


be  they  Palestinians. 
Americans  or  Israelis,  ail  know 
that  .  ffie.  implementation  of  the 
Wye  accord  is  about  to  be  put  in 
the  back  seat  as  the  government 
drives  off  towards  elections. 

And  while  the  peace  process 


PA  worried  about  what  the 
vote  means,  Page  2 


will  certainly  feature  prominently 
In  the  party  debates,  arguments 
and  negotiations  of  the  months 
ahead,  no  real  forward  movement 
is  expected. 

“Nothing,  there  will  be  absolutely 
nothing...  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
the  conditions  the  Palestinians  have 
to  fulfill  but  rather  a  question  of  pri¬ 
orities,”  a  senior  government  source 
said  yesterday,  “Our  priority  now 
clear  -  to  win  the  elections.”  ■ 

The  official  ^government  stand  is 
less  blunt  but  amounts  to  the  same 
idea. 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahuls  communications 
director  David  Bar-Dlan.  said  there 
is  no  formal  freeze  of  the  process, 
and  theoretically  it  is  still  possible 
that  implementation  of  the  accord 


will  continue. 

The  hitch  is  that 
any  progress  is 
conditioned  on  the 
Palestinians  fulfill¬ 
ing  their  parts  of 
the  agreement,  something  the  gov¬ 
ernment  says  they  are  not  doing. 

The  American  position,  in  turn, 
is  that  officially,  there  is  a  time 
line,  and  there  is  an  expectation 
that  the  sides  keep  as  close  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  that  schedule. 

Unofficially,  however,  US 
sources  signal  resignation  to  the 
new  circumstances,  admit  that 
they  do  not  expect  die  process  to 
move  forward  at  this  time  and  add 
that  it  would  “not  make  sense”  for 
US  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine 
Albright  to  travel  to  the  region  to 
oversee  implementation  before  the 
elections  take  place. 

“Our  preference  would  be  to  have 
no  freeze,  but  we  have  to  be  realis¬ 
tic.  It  is  difficult,  in  the  heat  of  an 
election  campaign,  to  tzy  and  deal 
with  such  other  issues  -  especially 
when  there  is  so  much  baggage 
attached.”  a  senior  US  official  said. 

“Of  course  we  are  worried,  and 
would  like  the  government  to 
somehow  keep  the  process  alive. 
We  certainly  don’t  warn  to  see  the 
Palestinians  going  back  into  an 
intifada,  and  we  don’t  want  to  see  a 
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whole  mass  of  set¬ 
tlement  expan¬ 
sion.” 

The  official  added, 
however,  that  it 
was  clear 

Netanyahu  would  not  “rip  up”  the 
whole  process,  and  therefore  the 
US  was  confident  that  the  upcom¬ 
ing  hiatus  could  be  weathered. 

"Netanyahu  has  indicated  both 
behind  closed  doors  and  out  in  the 
open  that  he  is  committal  to  this 
process:  this  has  been  his  consistent 
message-  He  has  got  to  face  the 
realities  of  politics  and  it  is  clear  he 
does  not  want  to  lose  the  support  of 
his  right  wing—  but  he  will  not  let 
the  whole  process  collapse.” 

Hie  official  said  that  looking  at 
matters  “with  long-term  vision” 
the  situation  did  not  look  abysmaL 

“Do  you  know  bow  long  it  takes 
to  get  anything  done  around  here? 
Some  of  the  things  that  came  out 
of  Wye  took  nine  months  to  nego¬ 
tiate.  The  process  is  too  important 
for  impatience  to  take  over.  No 
one  can  magically  change  what  is 
on  die  ground.  So  our  main  prob¬ 
lem  now.  with  a  lack  of  visual 
improvement  on  the  ground,  and 
this  new  setback,  is  to  maintain  the 
commitment  of  both  sides  to  the 
process." 

Egyptian  Ambassador  Moham- 


PA  picks  site  for  first  history  museum 


Br  BEN  LYMHELP 

In  its  first  foray  into  exhibiting 
the  past,:  the  Palestinian  Authority 
is  moving  .ahead  with .  plans  to 
open  a.  history,  mnseum  inihe  West 
Bank  village  of  Eiri  Sinya,  north  of 
Ram&Uah. 

‘This  .-  museum  will  be  .-about 
Palestinian  fife  rather;  than,  the 
nakba  only,”  said  Sam ’an  Khoury, 
an  adviser  to  PA  Minister  of 
information  and  Culture  Yasser 
Abed  Rabbo.  Its  name'  has  not 
been  cfioseh,  but  will  include' the 
W°d  ‘‘remembrance,’*  he  said. 
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The  Arabic  word  nakba  means 
catastrophe  and  refers  to  the  dis¬ 
placement  experienced  by 
Palestinians  during  Israel’s  estab¬ 
lishment  and  victory  in  the  War  of 
Independence.  This  displacement, 
in  which  about  600,000 
Palestinians  were  expelled  or  fled, 
and  the  role  of  Israelis  in  this,  will 
be  depicted  in  the  exhibits, 
Khoury  said. 

“Part  of  the  nakba  was  expul¬ 
sions,"  be  explained.  “The  more 
vou  repress  this,  the  more  it  will 
pop  np  again  in  the  minds  of 
Palestinians.  When  you  talk  about  it 

more  ireely,theo  you  can  moveon.” 

Other  displays,  to  be  devised  with 
the  assistance  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  will  show  Palestinian  society 
before -the  nakba  and  the  continuity 
of  Palestinian  life  afterwards. 

The  museum,  due  to  open  in 
spring  2000,  also  will  include  a 


memorial  flame  for  those  who 
died  during  the  nakba.  Khoury 
envisions  visits  to  the  site  by  for¬ 
eign  beads  of  state,  but  believes 
most  of  those  who  will  frequent  it 
will  be  students  and  researchers. 

The  museum  will  be  boused  in  the 
former  residence  of  Abdel-Kader 
Husseini,  the  Palestinian  comman¬ 
der  who  was  killed  by  Hagana 
troops  at  the  Kastel,  in  the  Jerusalem 
Corridor,  on  April  7,  1948,  and 
became  the  leading  martyr  of  the 
war  in  Palestinian  eyes,  a  symbol  of 
defiance  against  die  Jewish  forces. 

The  stressing  of  that  theme  in 
contemporary  political  terms 
seems  likely  to  bolster  the  stand¬ 
ing  of  Faisal  Husseini,  the  son  of 
Abdel-Kader,  who  holds  the 
Jerusalem  portfolio  in  the  PA  cab¬ 
inet  and  is  in  many  respects  the 
leading  nationalist  figure  in  the 
West  Bank.  Husseini  recalled  yes¬ 


terday  that  his  father’s  main  head¬ 
quarters  was  in  nearby  Bir  Zeit, 
but  that  he  held  operational  meet¬ 
ings  in  the  house  and  also  used  it 
to  store  weapons.  During  the 
1936-39  Arab  revolt  against  the 
British,  Abdel-Kader  Husseini 
used  the  site  as  “a  secret  head¬ 
quarters"  Faisal  Husseini  said. 

“My  feeling  is  like  that  of  any 
other  Palestinian.  I  am  proud  of 
our  history  and  I  am  especially 
proud  because  he’s  my  father,” 
Husseini  said. 

A  corner  of  the  museum  will  be 
dedicated  to  the  life  of  Abdel- 
Kader  Husseini.  In  Ein  Sinya,  the 
power  the  Husseini  family  wield¬ 
ed  back  in  the  1940’s  -  symbol¬ 
ized  by  the  block-long  stone  struc¬ 
ture  -  lives  on  in  the  collective 
memory  of  the  residents. 

See  MUSEUM,  Page  2 


81  MKs  supported,  30  opposed; 
Vote  expected  in  Spring 
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med  Bassiouny  echoed  the  call  for 
continued  commitment  and  called 
on  the  US  to  help  “fill  the  vacuum” 
of  the  upcoming  hiatus. 

“If  the  Israelis  are  not  able  to 
implement  now  that  there  are  elec¬ 
tions,  at  least  the  US  should  help 
find  a  way  to  fill  the  space  until  the 
elections,"  Bassiouny  said. 
“Leaving  a  political  vacuum  will 
cause  a  lot  of  problems...  so  the 
Americans  have  to  find  the  way  to 
keep  the  process  alive.” 

Bassiouny  said  he  felt  Netanyahu 
would  be  amenable  to  moving  for¬ 
ward  with  some  side  aspects  of  the 
agreement  ar  this  point  -  such  as 
giving  attention  to  raising  the 
Palestinian  standard  of  living  and 
resolving  the  water  issues  -  if  only 
for  political  reasons. 

“Netanyahu  will  want  to  show 
the  center  that  the  peace  process  is 
going  on  and  not  dying," 
Bassiouny  said.  “This  was 
Netanyahu’s  promise:  Security 
and  peace.  Therefore  it  will  be 
important  to  him  to  convince  his 
voters  that  there  is  some  move 
towards  peace.  1  don’t  think  the 
final  status  talks  can  keep  going 
right  now,  but  committees  should 
go  on,  safe  passage  should  be  dis¬ 
cussed  etc.  We  need  to  think  about 
what  else  can  be  done.  Both  sides 
need  it.” 


By  MMA  SUBEHT 

The  nation  is  almost  certainly 
heading  to  the  polls  in  the  next  few 
months,  after  the  coalition  gave  its 
support  yesterday  for  the  first 
reading  of  an  opposition  bill  on 
early  elections. 

The  81-30  vote,  with  four 
abstentions  and  five  MKs  absent¬ 
ing  themselves,  came  after  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu 
made  a  last-minute  call  on  Labor 
Party  leader  Ehud  Barak  to  rake  a 
72-hour  break  for  talks  on  forming 
a  national  unity  government. 

Netanyahu  told  the  House  that  he 
had  been  “inspired”  by  Shas  leader 
Ary  eh  Deri's  call  for  national  unity, 
only  an  hour  after  accepting  that  he 
was  headed  for  elections. 

However,  Barak  said,  though  he 
cherishes  the  idea  of  national 
unity,  “it  is  perhaps  a  little  too 
late”  for  such  an  offer,  because 
“The  government’s  days  have 
ended.  I  say  with  pain  that  in  the 
situation  created,  the  correct  path 
is  early  elections.” 

When  the  vote  took  place,  it  was 
supported  by  almost  the  entire  cabi¬ 
net:  Netanyahu,  Foreign  Minister 
Ariel  Sharon.  Defense  Minister 
Yitzhak  Mordechai.  Internal 
Security  Minister  Avigdor  Kahalani, 
Communications  Minister  Limor 
Livnat,  Tourism  Minister  Moshe 
Katsav,  and  Agriculture  Minister 
Rafael  Eitan. 

Other  support  came  from  Likud 
MKs  Ze'ev  (Benny)  Begin  and 
Dan  Meridor,  Gesher  MK  David 
Levy.  Land  of  Israel  leader 
Michael  Kleiner.  The  Third  Way. 
Yisraei  Ba’aliya's  Tzvi  Weinberg, 
and  the  Tsomet  MKs. 

The  main  opposition  came  from 
Shas.  United  Torah  Judaism,  and 
Yisraei  Ba'aliya,  including  its 
leader  Industry  and  Trade  Natan 
Sharansky,  while  Justice  Minister 
Tzahi  Hanegbi  also  voted  against. 


None  of  the  National  Religious 
Party  MKs  supported  the  bill. 

Livnat  and  Likud  MK  Uzi  Landau 
reportedly  plan  to  announce  today 
that  they  will  challenge  Netanyahu 
for  the  Likud  leadership. 

The  bill  will  now  be  sent  to  the 
Knesset  Law  Committee  to  be  pre- 


Parties  still  haggling  over  an 
election  date,  Page  2 
Likud  appears  to  be 
unraveling,  Page  4 
Poll  puts  Barak  out  in  front, 
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pared  for  its  second  and  third  read¬ 
ings.  which  are  expected  to  be 
completed  within  two  weeks. 

After  days  of  suspense  leading 
up  to  “Super  Monday”  in  which 
the  government  could  also  have 
fallen  by  a  no-confidence  motion, 
what  remains  is  to  pick  a  Tuesday 
for  early  elections.  Coalition  and 
opposition  leaders  are  expected  to 
launch  negotiations  over  an  elec¬ 
tion  date  (see  story  Page  2). 

Labor  faction  leader  Elie 
Goldschmidt  said  the  party’s  pref¬ 
erence  is  to  hold  elections  as  soon 
as  possible,  with  the  preferred  date 
March  9.  However,  be  noted  that 
the  Central  Elections  Committee 
may  not  be  able  to  prepare  in  time, 
and  thus  the  second  choice  is  April 
27.  The  Likud  has  not  yet  slated  its 
preference,  but  in  any  case  a  date 
before  the  May  4  expiration  of  the 
Oslo  accords  is  almost  certain. 

Elections  would  be  held  for  the 
15th  Knesset  and  prime  minister. 


with  the  next  elections  scheduled  for 
November  2003. 

Yesterday's  session  began  after  a 
day-long  dispute  on  whether 
Netanyahu  would  be  able  to  put  his 
peace-process  platform  to  a  vote. 
As  a  compromise,  it  was  decided 
that  Barak  would  give  a  response. 
In  addition.  Meretz  withdrew  its 
no-confidence  motion. 

After  the  speeches,  all  the  fac¬ 
tions'  political  proposals  were  put 
to  a  vote,  with  only  those  of  United 
Torah  Judaism  and  Shas  passing. 

Both  leaders  emphasized  the 
early  elections  reality  in  their 
speeches,  launching  into  full- 
fledged  campaign  mode,  including 
policy  platforms  and  personal 
attacks.  Netanyahu  declared  that 
the  Palestinians  would  nor  get 
“another  speck  of  territory  until 
they  retract  their  intention  to 
declare  a  Palestinian  state  with 
Jerusalem  as  its  capital.  The 
Palestinians  are  blatantly  disre¬ 
garding  the  negotiations  on  the 
final-status  arrangements."  be  said. 

At  the  same  time,  he  stressed  the 
achievement  of  the  PNC's  cancel¬ 
lation  of  its  charter  clauses  hostile 
to  Israel  as  an  example  of  his 
standing  firm. 

Netanyahu  also  reiterated  the 
rest  of  the  government's  condi¬ 
tions  for  renewal  of  the  peace 
process,  including  the  demand  that 
the  Palestinian  Authority  cooper¬ 
ate  on  combating  terrorism,  end 
incitement,  accept  that  jailed  mur¬ 
derers  will  not  be  released,  and 
impound  illegal  weapons. 

He  then  launched  into  an  attack  on 
Barak,  calling  on  him  to  take  a  con¬ 
sistent  policy,  noting  that  he  bad 
given  a  security  net  and  then  ripped 
it  up.  He  also  said  Barak  bad  brewght 
three  American  campaign  advisers 
to  speak  for  him,  since  'lie  obvious¬ 
ly  has  nothing  to  say  himself.” 

See  ELECTIONS,  Page  2 


Netanyahu  gets  no  comfort 
from  the  Lubavitchers 


By  HERB  KEM0N 

When  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  looks  out  and  surveys 
the  landscape  to  see  whom  be  can 
count  on  for  campaign  help  this 
time  around,  the  vista  wifi  look 
mighty  barren. 

In  1996  he  looked  out  and  saw 
Dan  Meridor,  Ze’ev  (Benny) 
Begin,  Yitzhak  Mordechai,  Uzi 
Landau,  Limor  Livnat,  David  Levy, 
Rafael  Eitan.  the  Council  of  Jewish 
Communities  in  Judea,  Samaria, 
and  Gaza,  and  Habad  -  to  name  but 
a  few.  Now  they  are  either  com¬ 
pletely  gone,  disappointed  with 
Netanyahu’s  performance  and  no 
longer  willing  to  help  him  get  an 
encore,  or  -  as  in  the  case  of  the 
settlers'  council  -  they  will  support 
him,  but  not  with  nearly  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  they  did  in  1996. 

The  loss  of  Habad  may  very 
well  be  one  of  the  most  damaging 
to  the  prime  minister.  In  a  final 
campaign  push  that  has  since 
entered  Israeli  political  lore, 
Habad  was  responsible  for  the 
“Bibi  is  good  for  the  Jews”  cam¬ 


paign  a  few  days  before  the  1996 
balloting,  a  campaign  that  was  as 
successful  as  it  was  controversial, 
and  which  some  pundits  say  put 
Netanyahu  over  the  top. 

The  verdict  on  whether 
Netanyahu  is  good  or  bad  for  the 
Jews  may  still  be  out.  Rabbi 
Mordechai  Ashkenazi  of  Kfar 
Habad  said  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
Habad  rabbis  against  the  Wye 
accords.  “But  one  thing  is  certain, 
he  has  been  bad  for  Habad.” 

Habad  activists  say  this  is  first 
because  he  did  not  keep  his 
promises  on  not  withdrawing  from 
any  part  of  the  Land  of  Israel;  sec¬ 
ondly,  because  (be  movement’s 
image  was  damaged  by  coming 
out  so  unequivocally  for  one  can¬ 
didate;  and  thirdly,  because  their 
support  caused  internal  problems 
that  have  plagued  the  movement 
since  leader  Rabbi  Menachem 
Mendel  Schneerson  died  in  1994. 

“We  will  not  get  involved,”  Habad 
spokesman  Menachem  Brodt  said, 
when  asked  whether  the  movement 
would  support  Netanyahu  again  this 
time.  He  likened  Habad ’s  move  into 


the  political  foray  in  1996  to  sticking 
one’s  foot  into  mud.  “If  I  pit  my  foot 
into  the  mud,  that  doesn't  mean  I 
also  have  to  put  my  head  in  tire  mud 
as  well.  And  now  I  am  even  trying  to 
take  the  foot  out  and  wash  it” 

On  the  eve  of  the  last  elections, 
Ariel  Sharon  arranged  a  meeting 
between  Netanyahu  and  the  Habad 
leadership  and  mounted  an  emo¬ 
tional  appeal,  claiming  Habad 
could  decide  the  outcome  for 
Netanyahu.  The  Council  of  Habad 
Rabbis  decided  to  support 
Netanyahu,  in  exchange  for  a  letter 
from  him  that  read  in  part,  “A  gov¬ 
ernment  that  we  head  will  stand 
firm  against  the  establishment  of  a 
Palestinian  stale,  and  will  not  trans¬ 
fer  any  more  territories  in  the  Land 
of  Israel  to  foreign  sovereignty.” 

By  signing  the  Wye  accords,  and 
by  going  ahead  with  the  first  rede¬ 
ployment  under  those  accords, 
Netanyahu  has  reneged  on  that 
promise,  Brodt  said.  As  such, 
there  is  no  longer  any  reason  to 
support  him. 

See  LUBAVTTCH,  Page  2 


NY  gay  synagogue  gets  $168,000 
UJA  grant  for  continuity 


By  HAKLYH  HENRY 

NEW  YORK  -  New  York’s  gay  and  lesbian  syna¬ 
gogue,  Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah,  is  becom¬ 
ing  so  well  established  within  the  Jewish  community 
that  it  has  received  $168,000  from  UJA-Federation  of 
New  York  for  its  Jewish  continuity  programs. 

The  synagogue,  which  is  celebrating  its  25th 
anniversary  this  year,  received  a  four-year  grant  for  a 
broad  spectrum  of  educational  programs  for  children 
and  adult  members  of  the  congregation,  said  Alisa 
Rubin  Kureban,  executive  director  of  the  federation’s 
Jewish  Continuity  Commission. 

She  declined  to  indicate  if  there  were  any  chal¬ 
lenges  to  using  communal  funds  to  benefit  the  syna¬ 


gogue,  saying  instead  that  all  proposals  are  judged  on 
Die  basis  of  Die  programming  planned. 

’This  clearly  was  a  quality  proposal,”  Rubin 
Kurshan  said. 

“I  am  in  favor  of  educating  all  Jews.”  said  Rabbi 
Steven  Dworken,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Rabbinical  Council  of  America,  the  mainstream 
Orthodox  rabbinic  wing. 

Because  he  believes  that  Orthodoxy  is  the  correct 
expression  of  Jewish  life,  Dworken  would  prefer  that 
the  funds  go  to  Orthodox  institutions.  However,  he 
said,  “Since  the  federation  has  decided  to  grant  fund¬ 
ing  to  all  segments  of  the  community,  this  is  also  a 
segment  of  the  community." 

Beth  Simchat  Torah  has  800  members. 
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Haggling  begins  over  election  date  fears 


ByUATCOOBiS 


As  the  move  toward  early  elections  gained 
strength  yesterday,  the  Knesset  began  playing 
the  dating  gome:  setting  a  target  for  new  elec¬ 
tions.  Suggestions  range  from  March  to  mid- 
May. 

Coalition  and  Likud  chairman  Meir  Sbeetrit 
said  there  is  not  yet  agreement  “neither  with¬ 
in  the  coalition  nor  within  the  opposition.”  He 
said  he  had  asked  Knesset  Law  Committee 
chairman  Hanan  Porai  (National  Religious 
Party)  to  convene  the  committee  on  Monday 
to  begin  discussions  on  an  election  date  and 
readying  the  bill  approved  yesterday  for  its 
final  readings. 

Technically,  Porat  could  hold  up  the  bill  for 
six  months,  but  this  is  considered  unlikely, 
particularly  after  Porat  himself  noted  the  large 
majority  for  its  first  reading.  It  could  be  read¬ 
ied  for  second  and  third  readings  within  a  few 
days. 

The  choice  of  a  date  pivots  around  May  4, 
when  Palestinian  Authority  Chairman  Yasser 
Arafat  has  said  he  will  declare  a  state.  The 
mid-March  dates  favored  by  Sheetril  and 
Meretz  leader  Yossi  Sarid  would  allow  for  a 
new  government  to  be  safely  installed  before 


then,  even  if  it  is  necessary  to  hold  a  runoff 
election  two  weeks  later. 

Although  the  plenum  call  by  Sbas  leader 
Ary  eh  Deri  for  a  national  unity  government 
was  immediately  picked  up  by  the  prime  min¬ 
ister,  Labor  leader  Ehud  Barak  turned  it  down 
and  it  now  has  a  lower  chance  of  taking  off. 
Deri  said  he  had  not  coordinated  his  call  with 
Netanyahu. 

Deri  sad  the  period  between  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  reading  “leaves  a  window  open.”  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  said  he  felt  at 
one  with  himself  with  the  decision  to  offer 
another  chance  at  national  unity.  Asked  why 
he  bad  waited  so  long,  he  said  be  had  held 
“discreet  talks  with  Ehud  Barak  several 
months  ago,  but  they  were  stopped  by  him” 
after  they  were  made  public. 

He  said  there  had  since  been  “many  feelers 
and  many  informal  contacts  which  did  not 
amount  to  anything.  [Yesterday  evening]  I 
decided  to  at  least  know  that  my  conscience 
was  clear,  to  extend  my  hand  to  national 
unity,  to  try  to  unite  the  people  before  the 
enormous  challenges  that  face  us  in  achieving 
a  secure  peace  and  if  that  offer  is  rejected 
we'U  go  to  the  people.  I'm  sure  we  will 
receive  a  renewed  mandate  from  the  people  to 


lead  this  country  to  peace." 

Asked  whether  there  was  still  a  chance  for 
national  unity  government,  Netanyahu  said 
the  reporters  should  direct  that  question  to 
Barak. 

Sheetril  said  the  chance  for  a  national  unity 
government  is  “very,  very  small.  I  don't  think 
there  is  a  real  chance  of  stopping  the  elections 
from  going  ahead  now." 

Meretz  leader  Yossi  Sarid  ridiculed 
Netanyahu’s  acceptance  of  the  possibility  of  a 
national  unity  government.  “When  the  rope  is 
around  his  neck,  Netanyahu  sings  about  a 
national  unity  government  and  he  is  prepared 
to  even  dance  the  unity  debka.” 

Former  Labor  Party  leader  Shimon  Peres 
said  he  still  favors  a  national  unity  govern¬ 
ment 

But  Labor  MK  Haim  Ramon  called  the 
national  unity  offer  “pathetic."  He  said 
Netanyahu  should  have  declared  this  after 
Wye  and  not  when  he  felt  be  was  losing.  He 
said  he  a  possible  date  for  elections  is  around 
April  27. 

Asked  whether  this  would  not  be  too  close 
to  May  4,  Ramon  replied,  “I  have  no  doubt 
that  everybody  will  wait  for  the  election 
results  in  Israel  and  nobody  will  do  anything." 


Land  of  Israel  Front  leader  MK  Michael 
Kleiner  said  he  felt  there  had  been  no  option 
but  to  go  to  early  elections.  He  called 
Netanyahu  “hypocritical”  for  early  in  the 
afternoon  presenting  a  rough  political  stand 
on  the  diplomatic  process  and  a  few  hours 
later  offering  a  national  unity  government, 
which  would  lead  to  further  concessions. 
Kleiner  said  be  sees  himself  as  pan  of  a  new 
right-wing  party  including  former  Likud 
leader  Yitzhak  Shamir  and  Likud  MK  Ze  ev 
(Benny)  Begin  based  on  the  old  Herat  princi¬ 
ples. 

There  is  still  an  outside  chance  that  the 
prime  minister  would  go  to  the  president  and 
ask  his  permission  to  resign,  in  which  case 
there  would  be  elections  just  for  premier  60 
days  later. 

The  advantage  of  tins  is  that  it  would  pre¬ 
vent  Am  non  Lipkin-Shahak  from  running 
against  him;  and  more  importantly,  if  he  is 
returned  to  power,  Netanyahu  would  still  be 
eligible  to  serve  two  more  full  terms  under  the 
Basic  Law:  The  Government.  On  the  other 
hand,  Netanyahu  knows  he  would  remain 
with  the  same  Knesset  and  same  coalition 
which  brought  him  into  this  situation  in  the 
first  place. 


in 
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Bill  to  end 
direct  election  of 
PM  moves  forward 


By  NINA  GILBERT 


The  early  elections  drama  in  the 
Knesset  last  nighL  was  preceded  by 
the  House  passing  the  first  reading 
of  a  bill  to  cancel  the  system  for 
direct  prime  ministerial  elections. 

The  bipartisan  legislation,  passed 
by  a  vote  of  62-57  and  one  absten¬ 
tion.  is  sponsored  by  MK  Yossi 
Beilin  (Labor!  and  MK  Uzi  Landau 
(Likud). 

The  vote  was  a  final  slap  in  the 
face  of  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  by  several  of  his  minis¬ 
ters.  including  Communications 
Limor  Livnut.  Defense  Minister 
Yitzhak  MnnJechai.  and  Tourism 
Minister  Moshe  KaLsav. 

Labor  Parly  leader  Ehud  Barak 
voted  against  the  change,  as  did 
Labor  MKs  Haim  Ramon  and 
Shevah  Weiss.  Foreign  Minister 
Ariel  Sharon  and  Meretz  leader 
Yossi  Sarid. 

Most  parties  were  split  in  their 
support  of  the  measure,  although 
Yisrad  Ba'uliva  and  all  religious 
MKs  except  NRP  MK  Yigal  Bibi 
voted  against.  The  Democratic  Arab 
Party  voted  against,  while  Hudash 
supported  the  bill. 

Beilin  announced  before  ihe  vote 
that  the  law  would  only  take  effect 
in  the  16th  Knesset,  and  not  in  the 
upcoming  elections.  “Otherwise, 
there  is  simply  no  majority."  he 
admitted. 

The  bill  calls  for  a  return  to  the 
one-vote  parliamentary  system  in 


place  until  the  1996  elections.  The 
change  was  approved  on  the  eve  of 
the  1992  elections,  also  after  it  was 
agreed  it  would  not  take  effect  until 
the  following  government. 

“An  absolutely  majority  of  the 
MKs  who  voted  in  favor  in  cancel¬ 
ing  the  direct  elections  system  for 
the  16th  Knesset  gave  a  victory  to 
Israel's  parliament  and  democracy," 
Beilin  said  after  the  vote. 

‘They  understand  today  dial  it  is 
not  possible  to  continue  with  a 
political  accident."  he  added. 

He  called  on  the  law  committee  to 
finish  preparing  the  legislation  in  as 
short  a  lime  as  possible  during  the 
term  of  the  present  Knesset  so  it 
will  be  able  to  he  passed  before  the 
upcoming  elections. 

Beilin  told  the  House  that  after  a 
two-and-a-half-year  experiment,  it 
was  apparent  that  the  political 
blackmail  still  exists. 

"The  only  difference 
instead  of  occurring  bet^-jsrgwfcwv 
fishing  a  coalition,  itw^gppens.,. 
before  every  vote."  he  said^ic^f-?;;. 

Also  yesterday,  the  gtwfcmment 
withdrew  the  economic  arrange¬ 
ments  hill,  after  Merer/,  turned 
into  a  no-confidence  motion  the 
vote  on  a  government  bill  that 
would  block  Reform  and 
Conservative  rabbis  from  religious 
councils.  United  Torah  Judaism 
had  made  its  support  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  arrangements  bill  contin¬ 
gent  on  passage  of  the  religious 
councils  bill. 


The  debate  and  vote  to  pass  the 
Knesset  bill  for  early  elections 
was  closely  watched  last  night  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Palestinian 
Authority,  who  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  it  will  lead  to  a  protracted 
freeze  in  the  peace  process.  y- 

“We  will  be  losing  at  least  eight 
months  from  this,"  said  PA 
Justice  Minister  Freih  Abu 
Meidan  in  an  interview.  ^This  is 
Israel's  democracy  for  its  own 
people,  while  the  Palestinians 
will  pay  the  price." 

Abu  Meidan,  who  had  Hebrew- 
speaking  friends  translate  as  he 
watched  the  debate  on  television, 
voiced  concern  about  a  possible 
escalation  in  street  violence  while 
Israel  works  out  who  will  form  its 
next  government. 

“The  Palestinians  should  be 
patient,  but  our  people  are  losing 
hope,  and  the  prisoners  are  losing 
hope,"  he  said-  “I  believe  that  the 
Arab  world  and  the  Palestinian 
side  will  be  very  frustrated,  and 
that  Arafat  will  be  put  in  a  corner 
waiting  for  such  a  long  time.” 

Abu  Meidan  said  the  PA  is 
determined  to  insure  that  this 
election  campaign  will  not  be  dis¬ 
rupted  by  Hamas  suicide  bombers 
as  was  the  case  during  1996. 

“If  they  do  anything  it  will  be 
dangerous  and  I  advise  them  not 
to  do  this. 

Politically,  they  have  a  free 
hand,  but  there  will  be  no  vio¬ 
lence  against  civilians.  This  is  a 
strategy  based  on  the  fact  that  we 
are  looking  for  relations  with  the 
Israeli  people.” 

“It  would  be  stupidity  to  give 
extremists  another  chance  for 


power  in  Israel,”  he  adde&,-  “Let : 
the  Israeli  people  make  ,  their  , 
choice.  Give  them,  a  chance  iaa^-: 
relaxed  situation  to-go  and_etec^  ; 
their  government  in  a  good  nw^^v 
while  at  the!  sam e  time  we  7 
ask  our  people  to  be 'patient.”  ' 

Abu  Meidan  flatly  rejected  AeT:; 
conditions  Netanyahu  'stressed  V 
during  his  speech,  as .  recpiaeK  .f, 
ments  for  Israeli  implementato  r 
of  the  Wye  agreement:  .‘T^SoWar-: : 
a  speech  for  elections  not  -fijr  jv. 
peace,"  he  said.  7. 

The  conditions  .include." 
Palestinian  ren unciation  ofmtea-o 
rions  to  unilaterally  declare^ 
independent  state"  with  Jems  ‘ 
as  its  capital;  recognition  ... 
Israel  never  promised  to 'release 7. 
prisoners  jailed  for  killrag^juidf- 
cessation  of  incitement.  •"  .  ■  ?'  ' 
The  PA  Justice  Minister  said  he'-  ’, 
is  not  optimistic  that  Labor  Party/:", 
leader  Ehud  Barak  would  tiHak.  /  - 
much  of  an  improvement  roverAv 
Netanyahu.  'r. 

“Both  of  them  put  conditions.  .  ; 
regarding  all  of  Jerusalem  for--- : 
Israel's  capital,  they  both  support  1 
settlements,  and  they  both  say  Tto/  / 
to  an  independent  Palestinian  - . 
state.  There  is  no  '  dTfferen**.''  \ 
between  the  white  cat  add  thfc* : 
black  cat."  . 

Abu  Meidan  termed  Amnoh  ^  -? 
Lipkin-Shahak  “a  nice  man  Whg':  . 
is  honest  and  sincere  .abodf  :'  • 
peace."  But,  he  added:  ’  “I  do^E^v. 
think  he  has  a  chance."  ,  -Jk:j 
Gbazi  Hamed,  the '  editor  of  jk>7\ 
Hamas  affiliated  newspaper,  said’-, 
the  Knesset  vote  puts, the  PA  in, an/ 
increasingly  difficult  position. 

“People  will  now  get  more  fro *£*« 
tntted  and  criticize  the  authority  " 
more  and  more,"  Hamed  said. ..;  . 


•j.‘r 


MUSEUM 

Continued  from  Page  1 


.  .  _ r  - 


IDF  snowmen 

IDF  soldiers  train  in  the  season's  first  snow  yesterday  on  ML  Herrnon. 


(Avihu  Shapiro  j 


"All  the  people  loved  the  family, 
people  worked  for  them,  they 
could  put  people  in  jail,",  said 
Yussef  Ali  Nassar,  who  grew  up  in 
Ein  Sinya  and  has  relatives  There. 
“That  was  the  golden  age  of  the 
Husseini  family.  It  wa&  the 
strongest  family  in  the  Ramallah 


area. 


•  Faisal  Husseini  has  a  house  in 
die.  village/  across  ’  the 'highway 
from,  the  site  of  the  planned  muse¬ 
um/  h  . . *  * 

“We  welcome- having  a  muse¬ 
um."  Nassar  said.  “If  tourists 
come,  then  maybe  they  will  build 
restaurants  and  the  village  will 
profit." 

The  museum  has  a  long  way  to 
go.  In  terms  of  exhibits,  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  planners  is  just  at  the  “brain¬ 
storming"  stage.  Khoury  said. 
French  specialists  just  completed  a 
report  on  how  to  administer  the 
site. 


The  PA  Finance  Ministry  recent: . 
ly  allocated  funds  to  rent  the  Em.1.  -’ 
Sinya  building  for  a  year  froni  • 
cousins  of  Faisal  Husseini.  But  the ; 
committee  planning  the  museum.  ; 
has  as  yet  been  unable  *to  raise, 
money  to  make  necessary.  renova-^: 
tions,  said  Khciury. 

“We  have  received  pledges,  but:v- 
have  hot  actually  seen  theTnoney,”  A 
Khoury  said.  “  ' 

As  for  housing  the  muSemu  in 
the  residence  of  a  man  who  was 
the  arch-enemy  of  Israelis,  Khoury 
said;1  “People  should  learn  to  talers 
ale  each  other.  If  Israelis  choose  to 
say  Ben-Gurion  or  Begin  is  a  hero: 
we  are  stoning  to  say  In  our 
minds,  [Husseini!  is  a  hero.’* 

.  Shlomo  Dror,  spokesman  for  the  -i- 
Coordinator  of  Activities  in  the  : 
Territories,  said  Israel’s  response. 
to  the  museum  will  depend  on  its. . 
message.  .  '  ' 

“If  it  helps  them  take  pride  ritL 
remembering  their  history  that’s  /-■ 
fine."  he  said.  “But  if  it  produces ! 
hatred  and  bitterness  towards  •  • 
Israel,  then  we  have  a  problem  " 


LUBAVITCH 

Continued  from  Page  1 


“We  became  involved  in  199h. 
not  becuuM:  we  fell  that  Habad 
should  get  involved  in  politics  - 
Habad  should  not  get  involved  in 
politics  -  but  because  we  were 
told  that  we  could  he  the  deciding 
factor  in  whether  Netanyahu  gels 
elected,  or  whether  ]  Shimon  j 
Peres  would  win."  Brodt  said.  “We 
thought  that  by  hacking 
Netanyahu  we  would  he  saving 
the  Land  of  Israel,  so  we  support¬ 
ed  him.  But  now  that  we  see  he 
has  followed  Peres's  path,  our  sup¬ 
port  has  ended." 

Yosef  Aronov.  head  of  the 
Habad  Youth  Organization,  and 
one  of  Habad 's  leaders  in  Israel, 
said  the  movement  would  not 
wage  that  type  of  pro-Netanyahu 
campaign  again.  "If  you  ask  me 
now  whether  we  will  do  this  again. 
1  would  say  HX)  percent  no."  said 
Aronov.  "This  was  a  one-time 
decision." 

Habad.  however,  has  over  the 


last  decade  taken  a  number  of 
"one-time"  political  decisions  that 
have  had  a  tremendous  impact  on 
the  political  scene.  The  first  was  in 
I9KK.  when  the  rebbe  backed 
Agudat  Yisracl.  and  was  credited 
with  boosting  that  party's  fortunes 
from  two  to  five  seats.  Habad  has 
not  hacked  them  since. 

in  1990.  it  was  two  Agudat 
Yisracl  MKs  loyal  to  the  rebbe 
who  torpedoed  Peres's  attempt  to 
form  a  Labor  government  -  dur¬ 
ing  what  has  come  to  be  known  as 
the  "'stinking  maneuver."  And  in 
199ft.  ii  was  the  "Good  for  the 
Jews"  campaign  that  helped 
Netanyahu  come  to  power. 

While  neither  Brodt  nor  Aronov. 
both  instrumental  in  the  199ft  cam¬ 
paign.  would  admit  that  their  sup¬ 
port  lor  Netanyahu  wa.*  an  error. 
Kl'ar  Habad's  Ashkenazi  does  not 
share  their  reticence. 

Earlier  in  the  month  he  at  traded 
national  attention,  and  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Habad  spokesman, 
when  he  culled  Netanyahu  a 
"fraud  and  a  rogue"  at  an  anti- Wye 
gathering. 


This  language  is  not  Habad's 
style,  the  official  representatives  of 
Ihe  movement  said,  when  chastis¬ 
ing  Ashkenazi  for  his  comments. 
But  Ashkenazi  said  in  his  ow'n 
defense.  "When  a  thief  comes  into 
ni>  house  and  steals  the  concerns  of 
the  house,  is  it  not  Habad's  style  to 
go  to  the  police?  That  man 
| Netanyahu |  has  done  us  irrepara¬ 
ble  damage.  Wh>  should  1  be 
unable  it*  say  he  has  done  this 
damage." 

Ashkenazi  said  that  in  1996  "it 
was  a  mistake"  for  Habad  to  come 
out  in  favor  of  Netanyahu.  "I  don't 
blame  them."  he  said’ of  the  Habad 
leadership's  decision  at  the  lime. 
"(Habad |  followed  someone  who 
simply  pulled  the  wool  over  their 
e>es.  But  my  message  is  that 
Habad  should  not  get  into  politics, 
and  get  out  as  soon  as  it  can.  Our 
role  is  to  spread  hassidism  around 
the  world.  Getting  into  politics 
hurts  us.” 

Yosef  Gerlit/ky.  a  Habad  rabbi 
in  Tel  Aviv  and  the  head  of  a  rab¬ 
binical  organization  called 
Pikuuch  Nefesh.  which  lobbies 


against  giving  up  any  part  of  the 
Land  of  Israel,  said  the  decision  to 
back  Netanyahu  in  1996  was  not 
agreed  upon  by  everyone  in 
Habad.  which  has  been  hurt  by  its 
support  for  Netanyahu. 

Earlier  this  month,  Geriitzky 
was  one  of  six  Habad  rabbis, 
including  Ashkenazi,  who  took 
out  a  front  page  advertisement  in 
Ha'aretz  distancing  themselves 
from  Joseph  Gutnik.  the 
Australian  millionaire  and  Habad 
patron,  who  arrived  in  Israel  for 
meetings  with  Netanyahu. 

The  advertisement,  which  stated 
that  Gutnik  does  not  represent 
Habad,  said  “Gutnik  and  compa¬ 
ny.  who  were  involved  in  entan¬ 
gling  Habad  in  polities  over  the 
last  few  years  while  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  Habad’s  commitment  to 
the  integrity  of  the  Land,  contin¬ 
ues  to  weave  political  tics  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  existing  leader¬ 
ship  -  which  cut  out  and  trans¬ 
ferred  the  heart  of  the  Holy  Land 
to  the  haters  of  Israel." 

These  dueling  tirades  brought 
into  the  open  another  problem  that 


support  for  Netanyahu  has  brought 
to  the  forefront:  the  bickering 
inside  the  movement  and  multiple 
voices  speaking  in  the  name  of 
Habad. 

Yitzhak  Alfasi,  a  researcher  on 
hassidic  movements,  who  has  writ¬ 
ten  some  50  books  on  the  subject, 
said  that  internal  frictions  are  nat¬ 
ural  at  a  time  when  there  is  no  sin¬ 


gle  leader.  “The  factionalization  .” 
he  says,  “is  wider  then  we  think." 

Up  to  now  the  movement  was 
divided  into  those  who  believe  the 
rebbe  is  the  messiah,  and  those 
who  don't.  The  debate  over  sup¬ 
port  for  Netanyahu  has  added  a 
new  faction. 

"What  we  are  seeing  is  not  a 
power  struggle  for  the  leadership. 


1 


but  rather  a  struggle  over  thi 
movement’s  path,”  said  Alfasi.-,-.. 
'They  have  nearly  2,000  emfeX>/-; 
saries  all  over  the  world, 
receiving  salaries.  This  is  far  from:>^ 
the  start  of  a  collapse  of  the  move^“/ . ' 
menl.  But  what  it  says  is  that  there^-V- 
are  now  a  number  of  different  fac-  V 
lions  all  speaking  in  the  name  of 
the  rebbe.”  -■•  ■ . 
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He  concluded  by  announcing 
his  support  for  early  elections, 
calling  on  the  House  to  support 
his  plan,  and  said  that  if  there 


was  no  support  there  was  no 
choice  but  ~u»  replace  the 
Knesset." 

Barak  responded  that  the  oppo¬ 
sition  hud  saved  the  coalition 
from  col  lapsing  only  tv*  enable 
the  continuation  of  the  peace 
process.  "We  thought  we  would 


continue  to  support  a  limping 
government.  But  then  we  saw 
that  it  was  all  talk  and  surrender 


New  Synagogue  of  Netanya 
Abraham  &  Mildred  Goldstein  Community  Center 


offers  sincere  condolences  to 

Danny  Abraham 


A  man  of  great  generosity 
dedicated  to  Jewish  continuity 
and  to  the  entire  family 
on  the  loss  of  their  mother 


STELLA  ABRAHAM  n’y 


In  the  rebuilding  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem 
shall  we  be  comforted 


to  extremists. 

Barak  also  laid  down  his  politi¬ 
cal  policy  lines,  saying  that 
Jerusalem  would  remain  the 
"undivided  capital  of  Israel  - 
period." 

He  also  said  that  under  no  cir¬ 
cumstances  would  Israel  return 
to  the  pre-1967  borders,  no  for¬ 
eign  army  would  be  allowed  wesl 
of  the  Jordan  River,  and  that  the 
major  blocks  of  settlements 
would  come  under  Israeli  sover¬ 


eignly. 

He  agreed  with  Netanyahu  by 
condemning  a  unilateral  declara- 
tion  by  the  Palestinians  of  a  state 
and  upholding  the  principle  Lhat 
agreements  must  be  kept,  and 
lhat  jailed  murderers  would  stay 
behind  bars. 

However,  he  said,  "the  trust 
[with  the  Palestinians]  must  be 
renewed,”  he  said. 

During  Netanyahu's  speech,  an 
impatient  Knesset  Speaker  Dan 
Tichon  called  a  10-minute  recess 
due  10  heckling  from  MKs. 

When  the  House  reconvened. 
President  Ezer  Weizman  arrived. 


However.  Netanyahu  was  still 
outside  in  consultations,  and 
when  he  arrived.  Weizman  left  in 
protest. 

After  the  vote,  the  Knesset 
passed  u  bill  proposed  by  Sheetril 
under  which  the  president  would 
serve  for  one  seven-year  term. 

Early  elections  seemed 
inevitable  in  the  afternoon,  after 
the  Likud  faction  decided  in  a 
closed  meeting  before  the  session 
to  join  the  opposition  bill  for 
early  elections,  and  United  Torah 
Judaism  withdrew*  its  motion  of 
no  confidence  in  the  prime  min¬ 
ister. 
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"Krapp's  Last  Tape  is  a  work  of 
peculiar  beauty.  An  inspired  and 
deeply  moving  piece  of  stage 
invention  in  a  riveting  production." 
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Settlers  Waiting  for  the  PM’s  ‘back  me  or  sack  me  ’  speech 


regroup 
after  vote 

^tMABSOTPUPKEWTCH 

The  outcome  of  yesterday's  vote 
was  predictable,  said  settler  leaders 
last  right,  adding  they  warned  Rome 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  at 
Wye  Plantation  that  if  be  signed  the 
agreement  he  would  lose  his  coali- 
don.  Setters  plan  to  convene  soon  to 
plan  strategy  for  uniting  the  center- 
to-right  national  camp  parties. 

Throughout  the  day  settler  lead¬ 
ers  continued  intensive,  last-minute 
attempts  to  persuade  the  members 
f  the  Land  of  Israel  Front  and 
adonal  Religious  Party  not  to  top¬ 
ple  the  government,  knowing  their 
chances  woe  slim. 

Council  chairman  Pinhas 
Wallerstein  declared  that  toppling 
the  government  would  only  bring 
about  a  Palestinian  state.  Council 
director  Aharon  Domb  stressed  the 
council  would  not  be  involved  in 
establishing  political  parties,  but 
would  continue  to  strengthen  and 
unity  the  supporters  of  settlement 
in  Judea,  Samaria,  and  Gaza. 

Even  before  the  vote  to  advance 
elections.  Labor  Party  chairman 
Ehud  Barak  was  threatened  with  a 
MIS  500,000  libel  suit  if  he  did  not 
immediately  apologize  to  former 
Kach  leader  Baruch  Marzel  for 
.landerous  statements"  in  his 


.  OU^L 


Marzel  was  outraged  at  Barak's 
claims  “linking  him  with  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  and 
claiming  he  bad  received  money 
from  Netanyahu,"  and  suggesting 
he  had  been  working  for  six 
months  to  topple  the  government. 


By  UAT  COlilllS 

Hours  before  what  the  BBC 
called,  "Bibi’s  back  me  or  sack 
me,"  speech,  the  Knesset  took  on 
the  peculiar  atmosphere  that 
results  from  the  presence  of  scores 
of  adrenalin-filled  politicians  and 
press  pounding  the  corridors  wait¬ 
ing  for  a  story  to  happen.  For  the 
first  time  in  a  vary  long  period,  all 
120  MKs  were  in  the  building. 

The  start  of  the  speech  by  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
however,  was  delayed  by  almost 
90  minutes  due  to  last-minute 
changes  in  the  schedule  and  a  dis¬ 
agreement  between  the  opposi¬ 
tion  and  coalition  over  whether 
and  when  it  eould  be  made  and 
voted  on. 

The  House  Committee  recon¬ 
vened  to  finalize  the  schedule  just 
15  minutes  before  the  plenum  ses¬ 
sion  was  due  to  begin  at  4  p.m. 

As  a  move  to  save  time  in  the 
plenum,  Meretz  agreed  to  drop  its 
separate  no-confidence  motion. 

During  the  delay.  President  Ezer 
Weizmaa  sat  with  Speaker  Dan 
Tlchou  in  the  Speaker's  office. 
Several  of  the  Arab  MKs  used  tbe 
time  to  break  the  Ramadan  fast. 
Meanwhile,  representatives  of  the 
foreign  media  continued  to  try  to 
make  sense  of  the  whole  story. 

Scores  of  television  crews 
swarmed  around  the  House, 
crowding  corridors  and  taking  up 
places  in  the  canteen.  Their  mas¬ 
sive  presence  led  Labor  whip  Elie 
Golsdschmidt  to  quip,  “Even 
CNN  has  pulled  out  of  Baghdad 
and  come  to  Jerusalem.” 

Media-oriented  MKs  with  good 
English  found  themselves  much  in 
demand.  MK  Ruby  Rivlin  (Likud) 


gave  interviews  to  Swiss,  Danish, 
and  US  television  crews,  one  after 
the  other; 

Among  the  television  stations 
covering  the  event  was  tbe  Qatari 
AJ  Jazeera  satellite  channel,  which 
broadcasts  to  the  Arab  world. 
Senior  correspondent  Walid 
Omari  said,  “An  event  like  this  is 
of  interest  to  the  entire  Arab 
world.  There  is  no  way  we  could 
not  cover  it" 

Party  supporters  and  functionar¬ 
ies  from  across  tbe  spectrum  also 
turned  up.  Among  the  most  imagi¬ 
native  were  young  opposition  sup¬ 
porters  who  distributed  copies  of 
their  own  idea  for  an  election  slo¬ 
gan  with  a  direct  quote  from  the 
prime  minister  to  Ins  wife  after  a 
heavy  media  attack  a  few  months 
ago:  “Come  on  Saraleh,  we're 
going  home." 

Naomi  Simons  adds: 

■  At  Jerusalem's  busy  Central  Bus 
Station  yesterday,  the  prospect  of 
early  elections  was  the  topic  of  the 
moment 

“Are  they  done  with  Saddam 
yet?”  asks  a  man  behind  the 
coon  ter  of  a  cafe  in  Jerusalem. 

“No,"  his  customer  answers, 
“but  they  have  finished  off  Bibi” 

Tm  glad  there  will  be  an  elec¬ 
tion  soon,”  said  one  Jerusalem 
man.  “Things  are  very  different 
today  than  two  years  ago.  So  much 
has  happened  with  the  peace 
process.” 

Meanwhile,  a  woman  from  Har 
Nof  was  not  so  positive,  saying,  “I 
feel  like  it  does  not  matter  very 
much  anymore.” 

Some  expressed  disappointment 
in  the  conduct  of  MKs,  and  con- 
con  about  rifts  in  tbe  major  par¬ 
ties  such  as  the  Likud. 

“AD  the  MKs  are  fighting  like  chfl- 


Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  confers  yesterday  in  the  Knesset  plenum  with  Transport  Munster  Shaul  Yahalom  (NRP).  (apj 


drea  and  nobody  has  stood  by  Bibi," 

said  Dana  Avdat  of  RamatSbateL 


An  immigrant  from  the  US, 
David  Errans,  saw  tbe  fighter  side 


of  the  situation.  “It  could  be 
worse;”  he  said.  “At  least  we  don’t 


have  a  Monica  Lewinsky  fiasco 
over  here.” 


In  search  of  a 
political  savior 


Taking  a  page 
out  of  American 
potiHcaT  triufi- 
i  I  tion,  where  a 
'  ‘  number  of  cru- 


COMMENT 


The  astounding 
embrace  in  the 
-pollsofSbahak.a 
political 
unknown,  is 


mote  than  just  a 
vote  of  no  confidence  in  Netanyahu, 
Barak,  and  anyone  rise,  .out  there 


rial  presidential 

primaries  take  place  on  one  critical 
Monday,  our  breathless  media  - 
eager  to  mimic  anything  American 
-  dubbed  yesterday’s  Knesset  vote 
“Super  Monday.”  .*•■•*■  1  1 

“Blade  Monday"  would  be  more 
appropriate. 

Black  Monday,  not  because 
Netanyahu  fell  -  whether  that  is 
good  or  bad  is  very  much  in  the  eye 
of  the  beholder-  but  rather  because 
of  what  this  whole  political  saga 
says  about  the  state  of  the  nation. 

President  Bill  Clinton,  in  his  dra¬ 
matic  address  on  tbe  White  House 
lawn  following  Saturday's  impeach¬ 
ment  vote,  spoke  of  a  need  to  put  an 
;  end  in  the  US  to  the  “politics  of  per- 
(  »nal  destruction." 

■  Here  what  is  needed  is  an  end  to 
the  politics  of  personal  aggran¬ 
dizement. 

Nearly  every  MK  is  currently  in 
motion,  looking  for  a  new  home, 
better  partners,  a  sweeter  deal. 
Yitzhak  Mordechai,  one  of  the 
Likud’s  three  senior  ministers  for 
the  last  30  months,  is  talking  with 
both  Labor  and  the  yet-to-be- 
unveiled  centrist  party.  Amnon 
Lipkin-Shabak  won't  join  up  with 
Ehud  Barak,  because  be  thinks  he 
can  win  on  his  own. 

Labor  and  Likud  MKs  are  falling 
ova*  themselves  to  calk  with  the 
new  centrist  party.  With  a  few 
notable  exceptions,  ideology  plays 
no  part:  all  is  sacrificed  to  runaway 
ambition. 

How  Afferent  will  the  new  centrist 
party  platform  look  from  that  of 
Likud  or  Labor?  It  doesn’t  even  mat¬ 
ter.  The  polls  show  that  this  party 
stands  to  do  well  at  tbe  ballot  box. 
The  reason  is  not  because  the  party 
has  any  grand  new  plan  to  solve  the 
Palestinian  problem,  or  jump-start 
die  economy,  but  simply  because  it 
is  new  and  has  “serious  names."  The 
nation  is  tired  of  the  existing  alterna¬ 
tives,  and  wants  what  is  new. 


whose  political  opinions  are  actually 
known.  It  is  also  a  grasp  at  fantasy.. 

We  seem  a  nation  obsessed  with 
fantasy.  The  fantasy  of  Greater 
Israel:  The  fantasy  of  Peace  Now. 
The  fantasy  that  someone  wQl  ride 
in  on  a  write  horse  -  or  with  short 
white  hair  -  and  save  the  nation. 
Tbe  fantasy  that  new  elections  will 
magically  change  something. 

Just  as  the  fantasy  that  Shahak  will 
be  (be  country's  political  savior  is 
likely  to  fade  -  remember  Barak  was 
once  seen  in  tbe  same  light- so,  too, 
will  the  fantasy  that  new  elections 
will  solve  the  country’s  problems. 

One  walks  away  from  the  recent 
political  developments  with  the 
feeling  that  this  country  can’t  stay  a 
course  -  any  course.  Not  a  sign  of 
great  political  maturity.  If  you  don’t 
like  the  government,  topple  it  If 
you  don't  like  the  system  of  gov¬ 
ernment,  change  it  And  if  you  don't 
like  the  new  system,  change  it  back 
again.  Some  will  say  this  is 
admirable  flexibility.  Others  will 
say  it  shows  a  lack  of  patience. 
Impulsiveness. 

There  is  no  real  reason  to  believe 
that  after  new  elections,  and  the 
drawn-out  coalition  negotiations 
sure  to  follow,  things  will  be  any 
easier,  or  borer.  People  around  the 
country  are  hoping  that  this  time  the 
nation  wifi  deride  decisively  this 
way  or  (hat,  one  way  or  the  other. 

But  it  is  unlikely  to  happen.  The 
nation  has  not  changed  that  much  in 
30  months.  The  next  Knesset  will 
probably  not  be  any  less  unwieldy 
than  the  present  one.  The  cards  wifi 
just  be  reshuffled,  and  two  and  a 
half  years  down  the  road,  we  are  all 
likely  to  be  back  exactly  where  we 
are  today  -  in  the  midst  of  political 
chaos,  looking  off  in  desperation  to 
new  elections,  hungry  for  a  new- 
political  savior. 


Coalition  haggling  before 
the  vote 


gyUATCOLLMS 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  surrounded  by  Likud 
supporters,  last  night  told 
reporters  in  tbe  Knesset  that  he  is 
confident  that  he  would  return  to 
office  after  early  elections. 

Coalition  chairman  Meir  Sbeetric 
also  told  reporters,  “We’ll  be  back.” 

But  tbe  coalition  meeting  held  in 
the  afternoon  to  decide  how  to  act  in 
the  vote  was  marked  by  an  exchange 
between  Foreign  Minister  Ariel 
Sharon,  who  has  lately  been  putting 
— biS-iuH  weight  behind  the  pri 
minister,  and  Communications 
/  '.Minister  Limor  Livnat,  rumored  to 
'  be  considering  running  against 
Netanyahu. 

Sharon  reportedly  told  the 
closed  meeting,  "The  house  is  on 
fire  from  within,"  to  which  Livnat 
replied,  “Don’t  preach  to  us.” 

Tourism  Minister  Moshe  Katsav 
later  tried  to  play  down  the  inci¬ 
dent  and  told  reporters  chat  chore 
.  nn  more  tension. than  usual  or 


than  could  be  expected. 

Netanyahu  apparently  did  not 
respond  to  the  exchange. 

Throughout  the  day,  coalition  and 
opposition  leaders  met  to  try  to 
agree  on  a  schedule  for  the  plenum 
agenda  -  which  foreshadowed  the 
likely  problems  in  finding  a  mutual¬ 
ly  acceptable  date  fin:  elections. 

The  opposition  .was  against  the 
coalition’s  demand  that  Netanyahu 
be  allowed  to  make  a  political  state¬ 
ment  before  the  dissolution  bill  came 
up  for  first  reading  and  instead  want¬ 
ed  the  first  topic  to  be  a  vote  on  the 
Meretz  no-confidence  motion  over 
Bplesacsuatien  of 
tbe  Wye  Memorandum.  This  dis¬ 
agreement  continued  in  meetings  of 
the  House  Committee  and  with  the 
Knesset  presidium. 

Tichon  also  met  with  faction 
heads  and  asked  item  to  prevail  cm 
their  MKs  to  preserve  deconxm  dur¬ 
ing  the  debate.  The  plea  apparently 
fell  on  deaf  ears;  heckling  was  so 
great  that  the  Speaker  was  forced  to 
.call  a  couple of  breaks  in  the  debate. . 


Special  sale  on  work  stations  and  servers 

at  prices  that  will  return ....  possibly  next  year! 


If  we  were  to  tell  you  that  NEC  work  stations  and  servers  are  the  best,  you  probably  wouldn’t  be  surprised.  After  all,  PC  Magazine  couldn’t  praise 
NEC  highly  enough.  You  also  know  that  military,  financial  and  academic  institutions  all  over  the  world  use  NEC  work  stations  and  servers.  The 
big  surprise  is  the  price.  NEC’s  work  stations  cost  about  as  much  as  a  home  PC!  The  reason  for  the  low  price  is  that  you  are  buying  directly  from 
the  international  company,  bypassing  the  middleman.  Which  brings  us  to  a  piece  of  friendly  advice  for  businessmen  -  timing.  Don't  turn  down 
this  one-time  opportunity.  One  last  piece  of  advice:  start  enjoying  the  .best  work  stations  ,  and  servers  in  the  world  as  soon  as  possible. 


Tel  Aviv  and  the  Center:  Tel.  03-557-3037;  03-557-3060;  Haifa:  Tel.  04-867-1074;  Beer  Sheva,  Tel.  07-627-7445 

Our  compnter  consultant  will  visit  yon  and  create  a  computerized  network  suited  to  your  needs  that  will  ensure  you  the  best  value  for  your  money 


mar  ket  i  n  g  @  p.b  n  e  c.co.il 


The  Intel  Inside®  Logo  and  Pentium®  are  registered  trademarks  .and  MMX™  is.  a  trademark  of  Intel  Corporation. 
DenUum«ir  The  DeW  generation  of- NEC  computers  include  the  lstei®P&atiam®  II  processor. 
£??,“■»  *_«  11  NEC  products  also  contain  Pcnticm®  processors.  Pentium®  Pro. processors  and  Pentium®  processors  with  MMX™  technology. 


ies< 


Poll  puts  Barak 
out  in  front 


ByBBCHALYUOHJIMIt 

A  Teleseker  poll  conducted  yes¬ 
terday  indicates  that  if  four  candi¬ 
dates  run  for  prime  minister  - 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  MR  BenDy  Begin, 
Labor  Party  chairman  Ehud  Barak 
and  former  chief  of  General  Staff 
Amnon  Lipkin- S hahak  -  Barak 
will  get  31  percent,  Netanyahu 
29%,  S hahak  19%  and  Begin 
7.4%. 

If  only  Barak,  Netanyahu  and 
S hahak  contend,  Netanyahu  will 
get  33%,  Barak  32%  and  S hahak 
23%. 

In  the  second  round.  Barak  will 
get  49.9%  and  Netanyahu  42%, 
according  to  the  poll. 

Barak  said  yesterday  it  was 
completely  clear  ro  him.  after 
meeting  Shahak  the  previous 
night,  that  Shahak.  had  decided  to 
form  a  new  party  with  Likud  MR 
Dan  Men  dor  and  former  Tel  Aviv 
mayor  Ronni  Milo,  rather  than 
join  Labor. 

Tm  not  intervening  in  their 
considerations  not  to  join  hands 
and  set  forth  united  to  topple 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,"  Barak  said  at  Labor's 
Knesset  faction  meeting.  “But  I'm 
sure  of  our  victory,  both  in  the  first 
round  and  in  the  second." 

Barak  called  on  his  faction  to 
unify  its  ranks  with  the  aim  of 
defeating  Netanyahu. 


Labor  Party  chairman  Ehud 
Barak  addresses  the  Knesset 

yesterday.  tSberatuv/Harari) 

“Millions  of  people  in  the  coun¬ 
try  are  counting  on  us  to  replace 
this  government  and  lead  the 
country  in  a  different  way,"  he 
said.  “We  must  all  unite  together 
until  victory." 

Barak  said  there  would  “be  a  lot 
of  smoke  and  dust  in  the  next  few 
days,  but  when  this  clears  it  will 
be  obvious  (hat  there  are  only  two 
ways...  the  Netanyahu  government 
which  led  it  to  where  it  did  and  our 


way." 

Shahak  was  expected  to 
announce  plans  sometime  this 
week  to  run  for  prime  minister  at 
the  bead  of  a  new  center  party. 

Pressure  is  mounting  to  per¬ 
suade  Shahak  to  join  Labor,  as 
demonstrators  outside  his  house 
called  on  him  to  join  Barak.  Labor 
figures  are  also  continuing  to  meet 
Shahak  in  an  effort  to  persuade 
him  to  join  Labor  and  not  to  split 
the  center  and  left  forces. 

Milo,  who  formed  the  Arid  cen¬ 
ter  party  six  months  ago,  said  be 
had  agreed  with  Shahak  and 
Men  dor  that  whoever  has  the  best 
chances  of  winning  the  elections, 
according  to  the  polls  close  to  die 
election  date,  will  be  the  party’s 
leader. 

Meridor  is  expected  to  announce 
his  intentions  by  the  end  of  the 
week. 

However,  neither  Meridor  nor 
Shahak  have  made  clear  yet 
whether  they  intend  to  join  Milo's 
list  or  form  other  ones.  Nor  is  it 
clear  whether  the  two  men  agree 
on  which  one  of  them  will  be  the 
leader  and  which  one  will  be  No. 
2. 

MR  David  Magen,  formerly  of 
Gesber,  said  he  was  dying  to  per¬ 
suade  Gesher  leader  MK  David 
Levy  to  join  the  center  party  as 
weLL 

Nina  Gilbert  contributed  to  this 


Labor  MK  Ophir  Pines-Paz  and  Land  of  Israel  Front  leader  MK  Michael  Kleiner  talk  yesterday  in  the  Knesset  i&anm&mi 


Likud  appears  to  be 


Ministers  can  change  even 
after  early  elections  called 


By  L1AT  COLUHS 

Unlike  the  previous  system  of  a 
caretaker  government,  the  new 
system  of  direct  elections  allows 
the  prime  minister  to  continue  to 
add  new  ministers  to  his  cabinet 
and  old  ones  to  leave  it  right  up 
until  polling  day,  according  to 
Knesset  legal  adviser  Zvi  Inbar. 


CEC  director-general  Tamar 
Edri  presented  the  committee  with 
a  rundown  of  the  schedule  for 
elections  and  an  explanation  of 
why  the  extra  time  is  necessary  in 
any  case  of  early  elections. 

“There  is  a  problem  that  candi¬ 
dates  for  prime  minister  who  are 
not  the  candidates  of  one  of  the 
factions  of  the  outgoing  Knesset 


immigrants. 

The  register  also  has  to  be  pub¬ 
licly  available  for  a  minimal  peri¬ 
od  of  time  to  allow  for  appeals  by 
those  not  included.  The  CEC  also 
needs  to  receive  this  list  in  time  to 
match  up  the  information  with  the 
eligibility  of  those  who  signed  in 
support  of  new  candidates  for  pre¬ 
mier. 


ByWCHAi- YUDELMAN 

The  Likud  seemed  to  be  falling  apart  yester¬ 
day  amid  reports  of  ministers  and  MKs  either 
shifting  alliances,  considering  running  against 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  or  joining 
another  party. 

Netanyahu  asked  Maj.-Gen.  (res.)  Matan 
Vilna'i  to  join  the  Likud  and  reportedly  even 
offered  him  the  defense  portfolio,  while 
Defense  Minister  Yitzhak  Mordechai,  general¬ 
ly  acknowledged  to  be  the  Likud’s  most  popu¬ 
lar  minister,  was  invited  by  Labor  Party  chair¬ 
man  Ehud  Barak  to  join  Labor. 

Mordechai,  whose  disagreement  with 
Netanyahu  over  implementing  the  Wye  agree¬ 
ment  has  caused  a  rift  between  them,  has  called 
for  a  national  unity  government,  even  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  position. 

Netanyahu  denied  reports  that  he  offered 
Vilna’i  the  defense  post  if  he  wins  the  next 
elections,  but  confirmed  on  Channel  t  that  he 


had  met  Vilna’i  and  asked  him  to  join  the 
Likud. 

“Vilna'i  said  he  was  still  deliberating  and 
hadn't  decided  yet,”  Netanyahu  said.  “I  told 
him  I  was  sure  he  would  be  received  very 
warmly  and  could  get  very  far." 

Vilna’i  said  he  does  not  rule  out  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  running  for  the  Knesset  as  part  of  a  cen¬ 
ter  party,  adding  be  had  no  problem  with  either 
former  chief  of  General  Staff  Amnon  Lipkin- 
Shahak  or  Likud  MK  Dan  Meridor. 

He  noted  the  ideological  differences  between 
the  parties  has  narrowed  considerably  after  the 
government’s  acceptance  of  the  Wye  agree¬ 
ment 

“The  main  question  is  which  people  one  can 
rely  on  and  go  together  with,"  he  said. 

IVOC  Ze’ev  (Benny)  Begin  was  expected  to 
announce  he  was  quitting  the  Likud  after  last 
night's  Knesset  vote  to  advance  the  elections. 

According  to  certain  Likud  circles.  Begin 
intends  to  form  a  new  right-wing  party. 


Tekuma,  as  an  alternative  to  the  Likud-  If  hir> 
does,  MKs  Michael  Kleiner  of  Gesher  anfif'- 
David  Re’em  of  the  Likud  are  expected  to  jom 

him. 

Begin  refused  to  reveal  his  intentions,  but  the 
assumption  is  that  he  is  determined  to  leave  the  ; 
Likud  as  long  as  it  is  headed  by  Netanyahu.  If 
Begin  does  not  form  a  new  party,  be  may  leave 
political  life  altogether.  • 

Senior  I  .ilniH  ministers  and  MKs  have  . been 
■meeting  in  an  effort  to  find  an  agreed  candidate  . 
to  contend  on  the  jparty  leadership  against- 
Netanyahu. 

The  potential  candidates  at  this  stage  me 
Communications  Minister  Limor  Livnat/ 
Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Qlmert  and.MK  Uri 
Landau. 

Netanyahu's  former  office;  director-general 
Avigdor  Lieberman  is  expected  to  decide  this 
weekwh ether  to  form  a  new  imrnigrants’  partyT 
which  would  compete  withYisrael  Ba’afiya  or  - 
contend  for  a  slot  in  the  Likud’s  Knesset  list,  i 


This  was  one  of  the  facts  which,  have  to  sign  up  50,000  supporters  _  Edri  said  the  pre-election  scEed- 
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arose  during  a  discussion  of  the 
Knesset  Law  Cornmittee-en-a  pro¬ 
posal  by  committee  chairman 
Hanan  Porat  (National  Religious 
Party)  to  extend  the  minimum 
period  after  a  no-confidence 
motion  passes  before  elections 
must  be  held. 

Currently  this  stands  at  60  days, 
but  Porat  wants  it  changed  to  100. 

One  reason  for  the  proposed 
change  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Central  Elections  Committee 
(CEC)  that  the  minimum  period 
required  to  get  ready  for  elections 
is  100  days  and  preferably  at  least 
148  days. 


under  the  Basic  Law:  The  '  iile  is  as  follows:  ;  y  '  ' 

Government,"  Edri  saicb  43THe  -  *  53  days  before  polling'  day,-  : 


MK  Ezra  criticized  for  ‘sexist’  remark 


current  schedule  does  not  give 
enough  time  for  announcements 
to  the  public  about  the  distribution 
of  forms  for  candidates,  and  even 
if  we  were  to  give  out  the  forms 
on  the  day  elections  were 
declared,  there  would  not  be 
enough  lime  for  these  candidates 
to  gather  the  necessary  50,000 
signatures." 

Another  problem  is  that  the 
Electoral  Register  has  to  be  updat¬ 
ed  to  include  all  those  newly  eli¬ 
gible  for  the  vote,  such  as  youths 
who  have  turned  18  and  new 


the  interior  minister,  after  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  foreign  minister, 
must  draw  up  the  list  of  embassies 
and  consulates  abroad  where  elec¬ 
tions  are  to  be  held  and  the  health 
minister  must  file  a  list  of  hospi¬ 
tals  where  patients  can  vote. 

•  52  days  before  polling  day  the 
CEC  must  publish  the  date  for 
submitting  lists  of  candidates  for 
the  Knesset  and  candidates  for 
prime  minister. 

•  47  days  before  polling  day  the 
list  of  candidates  needs  to  be 
received  by  the  committee. 


By  MCHAL  YUDELMAN 


.  Likud  MK  Gideon  Ezra  was 
criticized  yesterday  for  his  remark 
that  Likud  supporters  would  not 
vote  for  a  woman  who  was  run¬ 
ning  for  prime  minister. 

Ezra  made  the  comment  on 
Channel  2  on  Sunday,  while  com¬ 
menting  on  the  prospect  of 
Communication  Minister  Limor 
Livnat  running  for  prime  minister. 

“I  think  she’s  an  excellent  min¬ 
ister,  but  the  Likud’s  potential 
voters,  in  my  opinion,  won't  vote 


for  her,  if  only  because  she's  a 
woman,”  he  said. 

Ezra  said  yesterday  that  while 
he  has  nothing  against  women,  "in 
the  matter  of  candidate  for  prime 
minister  for  the  Ukud  I  would 
not  support  a  woman  because  of 
the  electoral  consideration.” 

He  maintained  that  the  Likud's 
potential  coalition  partners,  such 
as  the  religious  parties,  would  not 
support  a  woman  for  prime  minis¬ 
ter  and  this  reduced  the  chances  of 
success  for  a  female  candidate. 

Prime  Minister  Binyamin 


Netanyahu  issued  a  statement  yes¬ 
terday  saying  evety  person,  man 
or  woman,  can  contend  for  prime 
minister  or  any  other  senior  posi¬ 
tion.  This  was  proven  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  the  Likud  when  its 
candidate  Miriam  Fuebeig  was 
elected  as  mayor  of  Netanya,  one 
of  the  seven  large  cities  in  Israel, 
the  statement  said 
W1ZO  Israel  chairperson 
Thelma  Neri  is  demanding  an 
immediate  debate  in  the  Likud 
central  committee  regarding  the 
continuation  of  Ezra’s  member¬ 


ship  hi  flie  party,  following  “his 
chauvinistic  statement”  Neri  said 
in  a  letter  to  the  Likud  chairman 
that,  “MK  Ezra  is  a  public  figure 
and  cannot  afford  to  insult  half  the 
population.  Those  who  have  done 
so  before  have  paid  for  it" 
Chairperson  of  the  Knesset 
Committee  on  the  Status  of 
Women  MK  Marina  Solodkin 
said  “Ezra  didn’t  think  through 
before  he  cast  doubt  on  the  Likud 
voters'  support  for  Livnat  for 
prime  minister  because  she  is  a 
woman."  j 


It  all  started  with  the  Wye  agreement:  How  the  coalition  fell  apart 


The  coalition  began  to  seriously 
unravel  after  Prime  Minister 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  signed  the 
Wye  Memorandum  in  October,  and 
then  failed  to  win  support  for  it 
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from  of  a  majority  of  his  ministers, 
including  those  from  his  own 
Ukud  party. 

Less  than  a  week  after  the  sign¬ 
ing,  and  before  it  was  approved  by 
the  cabinet,  the  government  sur¬ 
vived  a  confidence  motion  on  the 
first  reading  of  the  budget  by  just 
one  vote,  thanks  to  the  assistance  of 
five  Arab  MKs  who  wanted  to 
ensure  the  approval  and  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  Wye  accord. 

After  the  vote,  however. 


Netanyahu  said  in  the  future  he 
would] 't  depend  on  die  vote  of 
non-Zionist  MKs  for  important 
national  matters.  In  response, 
Democratic  Arab  Party  leader 
Abdul  Wahab  Darawsbe  promised 
to  punish  Netanyahu  in  future 
votes. 

When  Netanyahu  brought  the 
accord  before  the  cabinet,  only 
eight  ministers  approved  it,  while 
four  voted  against  and  five  Likud 
ministers  abstained. 


•  r»'ry'.yy ■*. 
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Salt  was  added  to  Netanyahu's 
wounds  when  the  Wye  accord 
passed  in  the  Knesset  by  a  vote  of 
75-19,  with  the  support  of  only  29 
coalition  MKs.  Five  Likud  minis¬ 
ters,  Tsomet’s  Agriculture  and 
Environment  Minister  Rafael  Ehan 
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and  Absorption  Minister  Yuli 
Edelstein  (Yisrael  Ba’aliya)  absent¬ 
ed  themselves  from  the  vote. 

The  result  was  that  during  the 
vote,  Netanyahu  was  sitting  nearly 
by  himself  in  the  cabinet's  section 
in  the  plenum,  a  scene  that  under¬ 
scored  his  isolation  in  the  Knesset 

Two  other  ministers,  Finance 
Minister  Yaakov  Nee  man  and 
Interior  Minister  Eli  Suissa.  who 
are  not  MKs  but  who  supported  the 
agreement  did  not  bother  to  show 
up  for  the  vote. 

More  significant  however,  was 
the  opposition  of  all  members  of 
the  National  Religious  ftirty  fac¬ 
tion,  including  Transport  Minister 
Shaul  Yahalom  and  Education 
Minister  Yitzhak  Levy. 


When  Netanyahu  began  delaying 
the  first  phase  of  the  Wye  with¬ 
drawal,  the  Labor  Party  removed  its 
"safety  net"  -  its  agreement  to 
shore  up  the  government  against 
challenges  for  the  sake  of  the  peace 
process. 

The  NRP  then  began  using  the 
pending  early  elections  bill  as 
blackmail  against  the  government 
to  try  to  ensure  that  there  would  be 
no  further  withdrawals  under  the 
Wye  accord. 

The  precarious  situation  led 
Netanyahu  to  the  abortive  attempt 
to  bring  Gesher  leader  David  Levy 
back  into  tbe  coalition. 

It  also  caught  Netanyahu  in  a  trap 
between  tbe  Left  and  Right,  with 
Gesher,  the  Arab  parties.  Land  of 


Israel  Front  leader  MK  Michael 
Kleiner,  the  two  Moledct  MKs,  and 
Likud  MKs  Ze'ev  (Benny)  Begin 
and  Dan  Meridor  planting  tfaem^ 
selves  firmly  against  file  Netanyahu 
government  for  different,  often 
opposing  reasons. 

The  momentum  for  early  elec¬ 
tions  got  a  boost  from  US  President 
Bill  Clinton,  since  Netanyahu's 
tough  talk  during  Clinton's  visit 
irked  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai,  who  objected  to 
Netanyahu's  sending  Clinton  home 
nearly  empty-handed. 

The  resignation  of  Neeman,  who 
was  unable  to  get  up  a  Knesset 
majority  to  approve  the  economic 
arrangements  bill,  added  '  to 
Netanyahu's  troubles. 
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NEWS 


Six  teens  charged  in  raping  classmate 


By  Jerusalem  Post  Staff  and  Win 


Six  teenage  boys  from  the  center  of  the 
country  were  charged  in  Tel  Aviv  District 
Court  yesterday  with  raping  and  sexually 
assaulting  a  16-year-old  girl  in  the  park¬ 
ing  .lot  of  her  school  and  one  of  their 
homes  several  times  over  the  past  month. 

The  boys,  who  range  in  age  from  15  to 
IT,  claim  that  the  victim  consented  to 
have  sex  with  them. 

•.‘That  is  really  not  true,"  the  victim  told 
Anny  Radio  yesterday.  ‘T  didn’t  even 


know  them.  I  tried  to  stand  up  to  rhem  and 
run  away.  Everything  happened  under 
threats  and  by  force  -  the  last  time  there 
was  a  kitchen  knife.” 

According  to  the  charge  sheet,  the  teens 
threatened  to  ruin  her  reputation  by 
spreading  rumors  about  her  at  her  school, 
which  four  of  them  also  attend. 

“A  boy  from  my  school  wanted  to  go  out 
with  me.”  she  told  the  radio.  ”1  went  with 
him.  There  was  another  boy  from  our 
class  and  two  other  boys  I  didn't  know. 
They  asked  me  to  do  things  and  threat¬ 


ened  that  if  I  didn't  do  what  they  asked 
they  would  cause  problems  for  me  at 
school,  that  they  would  spread  rumors 
about  me  so  that  I  would  have  to  switch  to 
another  school. 

"After  that  incident,  they  called  me  two 
more  times.  At  school,  the  boy  from  my 
class  beat  me  and  spit  at  me. 

*‘I  know  another  boy  who  can  influence 
him.  1  thought  that  if  1  spoke  with  him,  he 
would  help  me,”  she  continued.  “I  called 
him  and  told  hint  what  had  happened.  He 
told  me  to  come  to  him  and  he  would 


straighten  everything  out.  I  went  to  him 
and  this  happened  -  the  rape.” 

She  said  that  the  second  teen  raped  her 
at  his  home,  in  front  of  his  brother  and 
another  youth,  while  their  parents  were  in 
another  room. 

The  court  remanded  the  teens  until  next 
Tuesday,  when  their  next  bearing  is 
scheduled. 

They  were  arrested  last  week. 

Police  began  investigating  the  case  two 
weeks  ago,  after  the  victim  and  her  father 
filed  a  complaint  with  Tel  Aviv  police. 
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Free  Christmas  trees 

Danish  Ambassador  Hans  Michael  Kofoed-Hansen  and  his  wife,  Vibeke  (at  left),  select  a 
Christmas  tree  at  the  Jewish  National  Fund  forest  at  Givat  Yeshayahu  yesterday,  assisted  by 
JNF  forester  Edward  Pinkas.  The  JNF  distributes  thousands  of  trees  free  of  charge  each  year 
to  the  Christian  community,  press  corps,  and  UN  and  US  soldiers  stationed  here.  (Joe  Mjjcoim) 


%  High  Court:  Those  appearing 
before  rabbinical  courts 
must  cover  heads 
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By  HAIM  SHAPIRO 

Attorneys  and  litigants  who 
appear  before  rabbinical  courts 
must  cover  their  heads,  according 
to  a  ruling  by  the  High  Court  of 
Justice. 

The  court  yesterday  rejected  a 
petition  by  Tel  Aviv  attorney  Zvi 
Rish,  who  said  the  requirement  to 
appear  before  the  rabbinical  courts 
with  a  head  covering  interfered 
with  his  freedom  of  rbligion  and 
conscience. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  wearing 
of  a  kippa  in  the  Rabbinical  Court 
was  a  sign  of  respect  for  the  rab¬ 
binical  court  judges  and  not  the 
imposition  of  a  religious  com¬ 
mandment. 

The  petition  come  after  Rish  had 
undertaken  to  represent  a  client  in 
divorce  proceedings  in  the  Petah 
TIkva  District  Rabbinical  Court. 
At  the  outset  of  the  proceedings, 
he  was  asked  to  wear  a  kippa.  in 
keeping  with  the  regulations  of  the 


rabbinical  courts. 

Rish  told  the  rabbinical  court 
that  be  was  an  atheist,  and  it  was  a 
principle  of  his  belief  not  to  cany 
out  any  religious  tradition,  includ¬ 
ing  covering  his  head  with  a  kippa. 

When  the  rabbinical  court 
rejected  his  request,  he  petitioned 
the  High  Court 

The  justices  ruled  that  wearing  a 
kippa  or  otherwise  covering  one’s 
head  was  not  a  religious  command¬ 
ment  but  a  Jewish  custom  which 
had  developed  over  the  years. 

Jt  was  originally  considered  to 
indicate  an  individual’s  piety  and 
restricted  to  serious  occasions, 
such  as  appearance  before  a  court 

Only  later,  the  justices  said,  did 
covering  one’s  head  become  a  reli¬ 
gious  requirement  out  of  a  desire 
to  differentiate  between  Jewish 
society  and  that  of  the  non-Jewish 
world.  Eventually,  they  added,  the 
wearing  of  a  kippa  became  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  an  observant  Jew,  when  part 
of  Jewish  society  became  secular. 


Grapes  of  Wrath  monitoring  group: 

IDF,  SLA  responsible  for  civilian  death 


■U:  BymWPRUPGE 

r  Tbe  Grapes  of  Wrath  monitoring  group  deter¬ 
mined  yesterday  that  the  IDF  and  the  South 
.Lebanese  Army  were  responsible  for  killing  a  17- 
$rear-old  civilian- in  south  Lebanon  last  week. 

•  The  five-nation  committee  said  the  death  of  the 
ryputh  was  the  result  of  firing  by  Israel  "and  those 
cooperating  with  if’  and  constituted  a  violation  of 
itije  understandings  that  were  reached  at  the  end  of 
^Operation  Grapes  of  Wrath  in  April  J996. 
^Lebanon  had  lodged  a  complaint  with  the  monitoring 
.  jjroup  overthe  incident,  which  occurred  last  Thursday 
<  *6  '.ffear  Shakni  village,  north  of  the  security  zone. 

A' Reports  from  Lebanon  at  the  rime  saidthe  youth 
:  was.  killed  by  IDF  commandoes  after  be  left  his 
.home  on  the  edge  of  the  village  to  buy  groceries. 
^jiThe  monitoring  group  did  not  accept  another 
Lebanese  complaint  over  what  was  described  in 
Jsome  Lebanese  newspapers  as  ‘'sonic  bomhing”  by 
JAF  warplanes  breaking  the  sound  barriers  over 
'^mdus  parts  of  Lebanon,  including  Beirut,  more 


The  IDF  Spokesman,  in  a  statement  issued  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  monitoring  group's  meeting  at 
UNIFEL’s  headquarters  in  Nakoura,  said  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  determined  that  this  issue  was  outside 
its  parameters. 

Furthermore,  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
whether  such  overflights  constituted  a  breach  of 
the  understandings. 

The  spokesman  said  the  monitoring  group  -  com¬ 
posed  of  representatives  from  the  US,  France, 
Israel,  Syria  and  Lebanon  -  had  recognized  three 
complaints  from  Israel  over  violations  of  the 
understandings. 

These  related  to  the  firing  of  monars  from  inside 
Jaba  and  Majdai  Salim  villages,  north  of  the  zone, 
by  Hizbullah  gunmen  during  fighting  in  the  region 
last  week. 

The  monitoring  group  saw  a  video  film  which 
showed  shells  being  fired  from  a  vehicle  close  to  a 
house  in  Majdal  Salim.  The  vehicle  was  destroyed 
a  few  moments  later  by  an  air-to-ground  missile 
fired  by  an  IAF  helicopter  gunship,  the  IDF 
Spokesman  said. 


Violence  vs.  teachers 
reportedly  increasing 


By  ARYEHPEAH  COHEN 

A  school  principal  whose  hand 
was  broken  when  a  parent  threw  a 
calculator  at  him  and  a  teacher 
injured  in  the  chest  when  a  pupil 
threw  a  chair  at  him  are  just  two  vic¬ 
tims  of  violence  against  school  staff 
in  recent  months  repotted  by  the 
Union  of  Local  Authorities  in  Israel. 

According  to  the  ULAJ,  the  inci¬ 
dents  reported  in  recent  months 
included  attacks  on  teachers’  cars, 
threats,  thefts,  break-ins  to  their 
homes,  kicks  and  attacks  by  the 
pupils’  parents. 

Shmuel  Abuav,  chairman  of  the 
ULAI’s  education  committee,  said 
many  of  the  complaints  are  kept 
secret,  while  others  are  publicized 
only  after  a  complaint  is  hied  with 
police. 

Among  them  was  an  incident  in 
a  Jerusalem  school  in  which  a 
pupil  kicked  a  teacher  in  the  testi¬ 
cles  and  one  in  Beersheba  in 
which  a  pupil  hit  his  teacher  in  the 
forehead  with  a  ruler  after  being 
told  to  leave  the  class  for  being 
rude. 

In  the  western  Galilee,  a  15- 
year-old  student  is  suspected  of 
breaking  into  his  teacher's  apart¬ 
ment  four  times  with  a  key  he 
stole  from  her  and  then  copied. 

The  break-ins  occurred  follow¬ 
ing  each  of  four  incidents  in  which 
he  was  asked  to  leave  the  class 
after  misbehaving. 

Meanwhile,  a  poll  conducted 
towards  the  end  of  the  last  school 
year  for  the  ULAI  also  indicated  that 
verbal  and  physical  violence  vs. 


teachers  and  principals  is  increasing. 

According  to  the  poll,  published 
this  week  by  the  ULAI,  some  30% 
of  pupils  questioned  reported  inci¬ 
dents  in  which  teachers  were 
cursed,  67%  recalling  pupils  talk¬ 
ing  impolitely  to  teachers,  9%  said 
they  themselves  used  violence 
against  teachers,  7%  said  they 
used  objects  in  such  violence,  and 
5%  said  they  threatened  them. 

Only  15%  said  they  had  not 
encountered  any  disciplinary 
problems  in  the  schools. 

Analyzing  the  problem,  Abuav 
said  research  by  American  experts 
indicates  that  the  lower  the  level  of 
the  classroom  instruction,  the 
more  violence  there  is  within  it. 
School  size  and  class  size  are  also 
contributing  factors,  Abuav  said 

Abuav  suggested  that  the 
Education  Ministry  look  into  the 
matter  of  class  size  and  violence, 
and  to  look  into  finding  solutions  to 
the  problem.  He  also  railed  for  tak¬ 
ing  stronger  steps  against  violent 
pupils  and  giving  principals  the 
right  to  impose  stronger  punish¬ 
ments  against  such  pupils. 

Schools  should  also  have  the  prop¬ 
er  number  of  school  psychologists 
and  guidance  counselors  to  deal  with 
problematic  pupils,  be  added. 

‘In  light  of  the  increasing  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  schools,  we  must  act  to 
neutralize  the  factors  that  lead  to 
such  violence.  Moreover,  stiffening 
punishments  may  deter  those  who 
commit  such  acts  and  help  create  an 
atmosphere  where  pupils  and  teach¬ 
ers  who  are  attacked  do  not  feel 
they've  been  abandoned,"  he  said 


Udi  Hargov  iapi 


NEWS 

in  brief 

Cyprus  to  try  alleged  Israeli  spies  next  month 

Two  Israelis  charged  with  spying  on  Cyprus  pleaded  innocent 
yesterday  in  a  Cyprus  court.  The  court  post¬ 
poned  their  trial  until  next  month  and 
denied  their  request  to  be  released  on  bail. 

Israel  has  denied  that  the  two  were  spying 
on  Cyprus  on  behalf  of  Turkey,  but  hasn  t 
said  what  their  mission  was.  Udi  Hargov. 

37,  and  Igal  Damary.  49,  were  brought  to 
court  handcuffed  and  guarded  by  armed 
members  of  the  special  police  anti-terrorist 
squad.  Neither  spoke  during  the  brief  pro¬ 
ceedings,  except  to  plead  innocent  to  three 
separate  charges.  _ 

Their  uia]  \s  open  January  20.  They  face  a  maximum  sentence 
of  10  years.  NeH’s  agencies 

Drug  and  sex  crimes  on  the  rise  in  the  IDF 

There  has  been  a  breakdown  in  the  system  dealing  with  drug 
offenders  in  die  IDF  as  a  result  of  lighter  sentencing  of  offenders, 
IDF  Judge  Advocate-General  Brig.-Gen.  Uri  Shoham  told  a  press 
conference  yesterday.  “Light  punishments  give  a  bad  impression  to 
the  troops.  We  must  send  out  a  message  of  deterrence” 

Though  there  has  been  a  slight  drop  in  the  number  of  general 
drug  convictions  in  the  IDF  in  the  past  year,  convictions  related  to 
hard  drugs  has  risen  significantly.  There  has  also  been  a  43  percent 
rise  in  convictions  for  sexual  offenses  since  1997.  Itim 

Polish  premier  seeks  better  relations  with  Israel 

Polish  Prime  Minister  Jerzy  Buzek  yesterday  called  a  rift  with 
Israel  over  a  scrapped  missile  deal  "a  temporary  misunderstand¬ 
ing”  and  said  he  wants  to  improve  relations  between  the  countries. 

Buzek ’s  government  decided  on  December  8  to  halt  the  deal 
reached  last  year  to  buy  Israeli  missiles  for  Poland's  Huzar  heli¬ 
copters.  Israeli  officials  have  criticized  the  move  and  threatened 
possible  legal  action.  It  was  the  latest  in  a  series  of  disputes 
between  Poland  and  Israel  this  year,  including  an  ongoing  argu¬ 
ment  over  crosses  erected  on  property  adjoining  Auschwitz.  On  the 
scrapped  missile  deal,  Buzek  said  his  government  waited  for  eight 
months  for  Israel  to  field  test  the  NTD  missile  in  Poland.  The  tests 
never  happened.  “It  is  the  Polish  side  which  should  be  disappointed," 
he  said,  calling  the  decision  to  scrap  the  deal  “painful."  AP 

Knesset  panel  backs  civil  marriage 

A  majority  of  the  Knesset  Immigration  and  Absorption 
Committee  yesterday  backed  civil  marriage  as  an  answer  to  the 
growing  number  of  Israelis  who  are  unable  to  marry  via  the  Chief 
Rabbinate.  v<We  must  find  alternative  solutions  for  those  who  are 
unable  to  many,  women  who  cannot  remarry  because  they  are 
unable  to  obtain  a  divorce,  and  mixed  couples  ”  said  committee 
chairwoman  Naomi  Blumenthal. 

Committee  member  Shulamit  Aloni  added  that  “Many  Israelis, 
their  children  and  spouses  are  discriminated  against  The  Knesset 
must  find  a  way  to  solve  the  problem  and  give  them  an  option  that 
is  not  dependent  on  the  Chief  Rabbinate.”  The  committee  plans  to 
discuss  the  matter  with  the  chief  rabbis.  Arveh  Dean  Cohen 


They  added  that  those  appearing 
before  the  rabbinical  courts  were 
free  to  choose  a  head  covering 
which  had  no  religious  significance. 

In  reaction  to  the  decision. 
Rabbi  Uri  Regev,  director  of  the 
Reform  movement’s  Israel 
Religious  Action  Center,  said  he 
accepted  and  agreed  with  the  rul¬ 
ing  and  he  himself,  as  a  Reform 
rabbi  and  a  lawyer,  saw  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  wearing  a  kippa,  although 
he  normally  only  did  so  for  prayer 
and  religious  functions. 

However,  while  he  was  willing 
to  accord  full  respect  to  the 
Orthodox  institutions.  He  drew  the 
line  in  areas  where  such  institu¬ 
tions  denied  others  their  religious 
freedom  and  basic  liberties. 

“When  they  go  out  of  their  insti¬ 
tutions  and  encroach  upon  the 
Jives  of  others,  that’s  where  we 
have  to  fight  them,  in  the  courts,  in 
the  realm  of  public  opinion  and  in 
the  Knesset,"  Regev  said. 

Itim  contributed  to  this  report. 


BEZEQ  INTERNATIONAL  DIRECT  DIALING  RATES,  STARTING  DECEMBER  21, 19$ 


COUNTRY 


RATE  (inc.  VAT) 
in  NIS  (per  minute) 


Europe 

Ireland 

NIS  050 

Finland 

NIS  098 

Denmark.  Holland,  Norway.  Spain.  France.  Sweden 

NIS  1.13 

Britain  (Scotland),  Germany 

NIS  1.19 

Italy,  Vatican  City,  Switzerland 

NIS  1.32 

Austria,  Beigtum,  Greece 

NIS  1.37 

Poland 

NIS  150 

Hungry _ ! _ 

NIS  1.68 

Ukraine.  Turkey,  Russia 

NIS  159 

Andoca,  Lfchtanstem,  Monaco,  Portugal,  Cyprus,  Iceland,  Kazakhstan 

NIS  2.61 

Uzbekistan,  Bulgaria,  Belarus,  Tajikistan,  Yugoslavia,  lutembourg,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Slovakia,  The  Czech  Repubfc 

NIS  3.71 

Azerbaijan,  Albania,  Estonia,  Armenia.  Bosna-Herzegovina,  Gibraltar,  Georgia,  Greenland,  Turkmenistan,  Malta,  Macedonia,  Slovenia,  Faroe  Islands,  Kyrgyzstan.  Croatia 

NIS  4.13 

Moldova.  Romania 

San  Marino 

NIS  645 

America 

Dominican  Repubfc 

NIS  053 

United  States,  Alaska,  Hawaii 

NIS  080 

Argentina 

NIS  153 

Mexico 

NIS  158 

Panama,  Canada 

NIS  159 

Uraquav.  Bolivia,  Paraguay.  CMe,  Colombia 

NIS  251 

Brazil 

NIS  359 

El  Salvador,  Antffles  (Neth.),  Anguilla.  Antigua,  Granada,  Ecuador,  Aruba,  Bahamas,  Berra,  Barbados,  Bermuda,  Guadatoupe,  Guatemala,  British  Guyana, 

NIS  6.45 

French  Guiana,  Jamaica,  Dominica,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Virgin  Its.  (U.S.),  Virgin  Its.  (British),  Venezuela,  Turks  and  Caicos  Us.,  Trinidad,  Monsenat  Martinique, 

Nicaragua,  Surinam.  St  Vincent,  SI  Lucia.  St  Kitts  and  Nevis,  Puerto  Rico.  Peru,  Cuba,  Costa  Rica,  Cayman  Us. 

Africa 

Morocco 

NIS  157 

South  Africa 

NIS  259 

Ethiopia,  Egypt 

NIS  551 

Uganda,  Angola,  Eritrea,  Botswana,  Burundi,  Buririna  Faso,  Benin,  Ghana,  Gabon,  Guinea,  Guinea-Bissau,  Gambia,  Zambia,  Zimbabwe.  Ivory  Coast, 

NIS  5.73 

Toga  Tanzania,  Liberia,  Lesotho,  Mauritania,  Mauritius,  Madagascar,  Malawi.  MaS,  Central  Africa.  Niger,  Nigeria  Namibia,  Swaziand,  Sudan,  Sierra  Leone. 

Seychelles,  Senagal,  Conga  Congo  (Zaire),  Cameroon,  Kenya,  Reunion,  Rwanda 

Algeria  Equatorial  Guinea  Tunisia  Libya,  Maus,  Comoros 

NIS  6.45 

Oceania 

Australa 

New  Zealand 

NIS  551 

Tonga  Mariana  Marshall,  Norfolk,  Western  Samoa  Solomon  I is.,  French  Polynesia  Fi,  Palau,  Papua  New  Guinea  New  Caladonla 

NIS  5.73 

Asia 

Singapore 

NIS  150 

Hong  Kong 

NIS  158 

Taiwan,  Japan 

NIS  251 

South  Korea 

Thailand 

NIS  4.13 

India 

NIS  551 

Indonesia  Malaysia  Macao,  Nepal,  Sri  Lanka  Pakistan 

MS  5.73 

Maldives  fls..  Bhutan.  Bangladesh,  Brunei,  Gram.  Vietnam.  Laos,  Mongofia  Mvanmar  (Burma),  Nationlist  China.  Philippines,  Cambodia 

Middle  East 

Jordan 

MS  3.71 

Qatar 

NIS  5.73 

Iran,  Bahrain,  Kuwait,  Lebanon,  United  Arab  Emirates,  Syria,  Oman,  Iraq,  Saud  Arabia,  Yemen 

NIS  6.45 

Inmarsat  Sendee 

Atlantic  Ocean  -West  and  East 

NIS  2955 

Pacific  Ocean.  Indian  Ocean 

NIS  2955 

Iridium  8816 

MS  3359 

Iridium  8817 

MS  2025 

Irflemaiional  tSreci  efiafing  rate  -same  rate  ail  day 

Rates  for  subscribers  lo  the  plan  for  Russia  and  Ukraine  are  unchanged: 

Russia  N1S  1.35  a  minute,  Ukraine  NIS  1.50  a  minute,  Inc.  VAT 


Staffing  December  21, 1998,  “The  Rate  ForVbu*  Plan  wffl  be  canceled. 
You  can  join  the  "Choose \bur  Country*  Ran 
Sample  rates: 

Italy,  NIS  1 .1 1  a  minute;  Bulgaria  NIS  1 .36  a  mfoute,  fnc.  VAT 
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Destination 

New  ratejpar  minute)  | 

From  U.S.  and  Canada  to  Israel 

Bom  Western  Europe  to  Israel 

From  Israel  to  U.S.,  Canada  and  Western  Europe 

NIS  3.76 

From  ail  other  countries  to  Israel 

From  Israel  to  all  other  countries 

NIS  558 

Abroad:  Within  U.S.  and  Canada  and  between  them 

NIS  251 

Abroad:  Within  Western  Europe 

From  Western  Europe  to  U.S. 

Rom  US.  and  Canada  to  Western  Europe 

NIS  457 

. 

Abroad:  All  other  countries  in  the  world 

NIS  658  | 

•Subject  to  Globus  regulations.  J 

INTERNATIONAL 


Tuesday, 


;  December  22, 1998  The  Jerusalem  Post : 


"shades  ^history  ]  The  Republicans  vs.  Larry  FIynt| 


.  ..-•‘VJSM 


He  was  born  in  the 
southern  United  States 
and  raised  in  poverty 
by  a  widow.  He  entered  local 
politics  at  a  young  age  and, 
molded  by  the  hardships  of 
his  early  life,  be  became  a 
confirmed  Democrat  who 
learned  to  empathize  with  the 
common  people 
rather  than  with 
the  elite  of  his 
home  state. 

He  was  first 
elected  state  gov¬ 
ernor.  but  when 
he  became  presi¬ 
dent,  he  was 
dogged  by  the 
irrational  hatred 
of  Republican 
rightists  who 
seized  on  a  flimsy 
excuse  to  entrap 
and  impeach  him 
for  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors. 

They  passed  the  articles  of 
impeachment  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  at  the 
subsequent  trial  in  the  Senate, 
the  president  survived  and 
finished  his  term. 

After  the  1963  assassination 
of  John  F.  Kennedy,  imagina¬ 
tive  commentators  document¬ 
ed  eerie  echoes  from  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
(Lincoln  was  killed  in  a  the¬ 
ater  and  his  assassin  fled  to  a 
warehouse;  Kennedy  was  shot 
from  a  warehouse  and  his 
killer  hid  in  a  theater  -  and  so 
on..) 

Believers  in  the  recurring 
circles  of  history  are  at  it 
again,  comparing  the 
impeachment  of  Bill  Clinton 
to  that  of  Andrew  Johnson 
<30  years  ago. 


Column  One 


Bfe  A  -  JL 

Thomas  O’Dwyer 


Magic  ballet 

Clinton's  army  of  support¬ 
ers  predict  be  will  go  all  the 
way  like  Johnson  and  be 
acquitted  in  the  Senate  trial, 
but  with  a  bigger  majority 
than  Johnson  won. 

The  single  bullet  that  killed 
Lincoln  propelled  Johnson 
into  the  presidency,  a  single 
vote  kept  him  there.  Strollers 
among  the  shades  of  history 
may  muse  over  the  fact  that 
the  bullet  that  killed  Kennedy 
inspired  the  young  Clinton 
(also  of  Irish  descent)  to 
model  his  political  philoso¬ 
phy  on  the  slain  heroic  presi¬ 
dent.  Now.  like  Lincoln's  pro¬ 
tege.  he  too  needs  a  magic 
bullet  in  the  Senate  vote. 

Kennedy,  in  his  Pulitzer- 
winning  book  Profiles  in 
Courage,  made  space  for 
Senator  Edmond  Ross,  the 
Republican  from  Kansas  who 
cast  the  Senate  vote  that  saved 
Johnson  from  impeachment, 
but  which  ruined  Ross's 
career  and  life.  By  bis 
courage  in  resisting  fierce 
partisan  pressure  at  the  last 
minute,  Ross  saved  US  con¬ 
stitutional  government,  wrote 
Kennedy. 

Johnson  was  impeached  for 
firing  secretary  of  war  Edwin 
M.  Stanton,  infuriating  radi¬ 
cal  Republicans  who  hated 
Johnson's  soft  touch  in  recon¬ 
structing  the  post-Civil  War 
South. 

The  Tenure  of  Office  Act 
barred  a  president  from  firing 
any  officer  confirmed  by  the 
Senate.  The  Republican-dom¬ 
inated  House  used  this  legal¬ 
ism  to  throw  the  book  at  the 
president.  They  cobbled 
together  a  vicious  11  articles 
of  impeachment  and  passed 
them  by  126  votes  to  47. 


of  Kennedy  but,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  Camelot  days  were 
gone  when  the  media  averted 
their  eyes  from  what  was  con¬ 
sidered  none  of  their  business. 

Instead,  Clinton  has  fallen 
foul  both  of  the  insatiable 
salacious  press  and  of  a 
Republican  establishment  still 
high  on  self-right¬ 
eous  indignation 
thai  one  of  those 
pro-grass,  anti¬ 
war,  free-love, 
saxophone-play¬ 
ing  liberals  of  the 
’60s  actually 
made  it  into  the 
White  House.  And 
he  belongs  to  that 
party  that  hound¬ 
ed  that  patriotic 
Richard  Nixon 
out  of  office  by 
incompetently 
allowing  its 
offices  to  be  burgled. 

Even  worse,  Clinton  has 
proved  to  be  good  3t  the  job 
and  to  be  consistently 
admired  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  and  the  world.  But  he 
has  given  good  old-fashioned 
Republican  infidelity  a  bad 
name  by  getting  most  of  the 
women  of  America,  from  his 
wife  outwards,  to  beam  for¬ 
givingly  at  him  and  stand  by 
his  side. 

The  judgment  of  the  time  or 
of  history  has  not  been  kind  to 
the  ''shaggy  mountain  of 
Republican  malice"  (the 
words  of  a  contemporary 
writer)  that  bore  down  upon 
Andrew  Johnson,  a  president 
who  was  honest  and  honor¬ 
able.  but  definitely  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  the  virulence  of  his 
foes. 

Seekers  of  historical  paral¬ 
lels  should  note  the  heavy 
casualties  falling  on 
Republicans  as  they  seek  to 
crucify  Clinton  on  the 
Congressional  altar  of 
Christian  righteousness. 
(Who  put  the  Right  in  right¬ 
eous?) 

There  were  the  disastrous 
mid-term  elections,  followed 
by  the  departure  of  Newt 
(the  Gingrich  who  stole 
Christmas),  and  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  a  Livingston  into  a 
dead  rock  around  Republican 
necks. 


Thanks  to  a  $1  m.  offer  made  by  the  publisher  of  ‘Hustler’,  the  Monica  Lewinsky  a^j^’s  9iV,n9 
way  to  a  series  of  media  exposures  of  the  sex  lives  of  Republican  lawm 


HOWARD  KURTZ 


W sexual  disclosures  to 
bring  down  the  incom¬ 
ing  House  speaker  on  the  day  the 
president  is  impeached  for  lying 
about  sex,  something  has  obvious¬ 
ly  changed  in  the  media  and  polit¬ 
ical  culture. 

The  stunning  announcement  by 
Speaker-elect  Bob  Livingston  that 
he  will  resign,  just  40  hours  after 
admitting  to  extramarital  affairs 
uncovered  by  the  Hustler  publish¬ 
er,  shows  that  even  an  eccentric 
pomographer  can  use  cash  and 
trash  to  topple  an  elected  leader. 

A  year  that  began  with  satura¬ 
tion  coverage  of  President 
Clinton's  affair  with  a  young 
intern  is  ending,  to  widespread 
public  disgust,  with  a  series  of 
media  exposures  of  the  sex  lives  of 
Republican  lawmakers. 

Asked  about  Livingston's  resig¬ 
nation  this  weekend^  Flynt  said: 
“I'm  happy  if  my  efforts  had  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  iL  I  think  right- 
wing  radical  bullies  like  him  are 
more  of  a  threat  to  our  unique 
form  of  democracy  than  anything 
else." 

While  Flynt  told  CNN  he 
believes  sex  “should  be  a  private 
matter."  he  added:  "Desperate 
times  deserve  desperate  actions. 
Look  at  what  they  were  doing  to 
the  president." 

Flynt's  role  in  offering  up  to  $1 
million  for  sexual  dirt  on  members 
of  Congress  "reduces  this  whole 
thing  to  the  theater  of  the  absurd 
and  a  lowest  common  denomina¬ 
tor  that  even  the  scoundrels  among 
us  don't  want  to  achieve"  said 
Marlin  FitzwateT,  who  was  White 
House  spokesman  for  Ronald 
Reagan  and  George  Bush. 

"There’s  virtually  no  zone  of 
privacy  left  for  any  public  offi¬ 
cial,"  said  Sanford  Ungar,  dean  of 
American  University’s  School  of 
Communication.  “And  there  are 
many  co-conspirators  in  creating 
that  situation  -  politicians  them¬ 
selves.  the  media,  the  Internet... 
This  town  has  gone  nuts." 

Bizarre  as  Flynt's  involvement 
seems.  Hustler  is  merely  the  latest 
media  outlet  to  scrutinize  the  pri¬ 
vate  lives  of  public  officials'.'From 
the  Miami  Herald  to  the  National 
Enquirer,  from  Newsweek  to  Mail 
Drudge,  from  the  Indianapolis 
Star  to  Salon ,  the  old  limits  on 
what  was  deemed  fair  game  for 
aggressive  journalists  have  been 
all  but  obliterated.  There  are  sim¬ 
ply  too  many  pathways  -  front 
door,  back  door,  basement  drain¬ 
pipes  -  for  sleaze  to  drip  its  way 
into  the  mainstream  media 


len  Larry  Flynt  can  use 
exual  disclosures  to 


Right  and  wrong 
By  Datura  or  coincidence, 
Clinton  also  seemed  to  model 
his  sexual  attitudes  on  those 


Larry  the  lad 

Nor  does  it  appear  to  be 
over  yet.  It  may  be  a  sorry 
spectacle  of  American  politics 
gone  berserk,  but  there  is 
something  satisfying  in 
watching  Republican  hyp¬ 
ocrites  being  outed  by  Larry 
Flynt.  pomographer-at-large. 
Many  of  those  most  vocal 
about  impeaching  a  president 
for  the  sin  of  lying  about  an 
affair  are  being  revealed  as 
liars  about  many  affairs. 

Flynl  is  from  that  sort  of 
sleazy  male  world  where 
good-ole  boys  used  to  be  able 
to  hang  out  in  peace  and 
escape  from  the  tedium  of 
being  always  right  and 
upright.  Playboy  and  Hustler 
fans,  they  could  sink  a  few 
beers,  cackle  over  sordid 
jokes  at  the  expense  of  fag¬ 
gots  and  liberals  and  blacks 
and  women,  maybe  chase  a 
bit  of  tail,  before  heading 
home  to  a  family-values  din¬ 
ner  with  a  nice,  faithful  wife 
and  well-brought-up  kids. 
Over  dinner  the  pater  familias 
could  bemoan  the  moral  cor¬ 
ruption  liberals  and  abortion¬ 
ists  were  bringing  to  the 
American  way  of  life. 

The  main  threat  to 
Republican  Gotham's  God¬ 
fearing  Supermen  has  been 
this  dangerous  substance 
called  Ciintonite.  It  still  is. 


news  conference,  prompting 
president  to  denounce  the  network  . 

for  its  “sleazy  questions. 

"I  don’t  think  you  can ;ask;fl« 
press  to  ignore  the  fools  and  idiots 
ST  our  sbcfcty”  Fitzwaterjmd.  . 

“Everyone  knew  from  the 
ning  that  the-  press  wouldfindj.  ..-w 
way  to  get  it  on  the  record  and  .:,  v- 

make  it  public."  .  . : l 

By  contrast.  Fitzwater  prmsed 
The  Washington  Post  for  deciding  yy. 
not  to  publish  a  1996  article  about ,  -v 
a  28-year-old  affair  by  GOP  presi-  v. ; •; 

dential  candidate  Bob  Dote. - 
Washington  Post  mentioned  thy- 
affair  in  a  larger  story  as  \bxfh , 
National  Enquirer  ran  an  inter-  ;  ; 

view  with  the  woman,  but  most  of  -  ~ 
the  press  decided  it  was  too  old  to  ':  :y 
be  relevant  to  tbe  campaign. 

If  there  are  dear  guidelines  on 
how  to  handle  such  sensitive-  sto- 
ries,  on  the  distinctions  between  ;  - 

news  and  gossip,,  few  have  been  - 
able  to  articulate  them.  After  Paula  -l:  . 
Jones  accused  Clinton  of  sexual  .  ; 

harassment  in  1994,  it  took  nearly  ' 
three  months  for  The  Washington  7 
Post  to  become  the  first  major 
newspaper  to  feature  her  charges,  . 
in  a  front-page  story  by  Michael  .  .  .. 
Isikoff.  And  Jones*  lawsuit  inex-  •  ' 
onably  led  to  Clinton’s  deposition  • 
last  January,  in  which  he  denied  . 
having  had  an  affair  witii  . 
Lewinsky.  w 

Even  that  story,  fueled  by  — 

independent  counsel’s  investiga-, 
tion,  needed  a  push  from  an  unex- 
pected  source.  When  Newsweek, 
having  hired  Isikoff,  held  his  story  - ' 
about  Lewinsky,  the  Drudge' 
Report  sent  the  key  details 
hurtling  across  cyberspace.  Three 
days  later,  the'  stray  broke  in  The 
Washington  Post ,  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  and  on  ABC,  sparking  a 
yearlong  frenzy  that  has  turned  off 
much  of  tbe  public,  even  as  it  led 
to  Saturday's  impeachment.  . 
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Larry  Flynt  vows  that  Livingston  is  only  his  first  victim:  T  assure  you,  there  are  many  others  to 


come~-  We  intend  to  take  this  to  the  mat,  all  the  way.* 


NO  news  organization  says  it  is 
delving  into  sexual  matters  simply 
for  salacious  effect,  or  to  sell 
newspapers  or  grab  ratings  share. 
The  investigations  are  generally 
attributed  to  the  importance  of 
some  larger  value,  such  as  charac¬ 
ter.  dishonesty  or  hypocrisy.  This, 
of  course,  has  been  the  mantra  of 
prosecutors.  Republicans  and 
many  journalists  in  probing 
Clinton's  relationship  with 
Monica  Lewinsky  -  the  notion 
that  it's  not  about  sex,  it's  about 
perjury.  But  that  in  turn  has 


emboldened  some  journalists  to 
ask  “Whether  thosfc  'ju'dging'  the 
^president  have  sexualskeletons  in 
.their  own  closets. 

“Even  Larry  Flynt,  while  he's 
doing  it  for  publicity,  in  his  own 
twisted  way  has  a  history  of  using 
embarrassment  and  sexuality  to 
expose  whai  he  sees  as  hypocrisy,” 
said  Tom  Rosensuel.  director  of 
the  Project  for  Excellence  in 
Journalism.  In  today's  hyperactive 
media  world,  he  said,  “there  are  no 
gatekeepers  anymore.  These 
tilings  are  no  longer  vetted  by  tbe 
press.  They’re  vetted  by  the  pub¬ 
lic.'’ 

The  spate  of  sexual  outings  in 
the  last  four  months  have  all  been 
framed  as  a  reaction  to  Republican 
criticism  of  Clinton  and  Lewinsky. 

That  was  the  rationale  offered  by 
the  Indianapolis  Star  and  News  in 
reporting  that  Rep.  Dan  Burton,  R- 
Ind..  had  fathered  a  son  out  of 
wedlock,  and  by  the  Idaho 
Statesman  in  disclosing  that  Rep. 
Helen  Chenoweth,  R-Idaho,  had 
had  a  relationship  with  a  married 


man.  Solan. .  the  left-leaning  online 
magazine,  declared -flatly. -that 
“ugly  -  times  require  ugly  tactics" 
in  unearthing  a  30-year-old  affair 
by  Judiciary  Committee  Chairman 
Henry  Hyde,  R-II1. 

Livingston,  like  his  GOP  col¬ 
leagues.  pre-empted  the  Hustler 
disclosure  late  Thursday  by 
acknowledging  the  affairs  -  giving 
the  mainstream  press  a  license  to 
report  them  without  having  to 
wrestle  with  Flynt's  credibility. 
Other  politicians  may  face  the 
same  dilemma,  for  Flynt  says  his 
big-bucks  offer  has  produced 
information  on  infidelities  by  up  to 
a  dozen  members  of  Congress  and 
senior  officials. 


FOR  the  press,  which  was  uninter¬ 
ested  in  sexual  high  jinks  as 
recently  as  John  Kennedy’s 
administration,  change  came 
slowly.  It  was  a  rare  event  in  1976 
when  The  "Washington  Post  report¬ 
ed  that  then-Rep.  Wayne  Hays  was 
having  an  affair  with  a  staffer, 
Elizabeth  Ray.  who  famously 


declared  she  could  not  type.  Hays 
.  decided-mot  try  seek  .re-election, 
three  months  later,  citing  “the 
harassment  my  family  and  I  have 
taken  from  The  Washington  Post'' 

In  19S7,  when  five  Miami 
Herald  reporters  staked  out  Gary 
Hart’s  Washington  town  house, 
the  resulting  story  about  Hart  and 
Donna  Rice  knocked  him  out  of 
the  presidential  campaign.  But 
five  years  later,  candidate  Bill 
Clinton  survived  the  allegations 
of  a  long-term  affair  by  a  onetime 
lounge  singer  named  Gennifer 
Flowers.  In  a  harbinger  of  the 
new  mercenary  culture.  Flowers 
sold  her  story  to  the  supermarket 
tabloid  Star,  whose  article  quick¬ 
ly  ricocheted  into  the  mainstream 
media. 

In  the  summer  of  1992,  a  foot¬ 
note  in  a  book  quoting  a  dead 
ambassador  alleged  that  President 
Bush  had  had  an  affair  with  a 
longtime  aide.  Tbe  flimsy  charge 
quickly  made  the  front  page  of  the 
New  York  Post,  and  a  CNN 
reporter  asked  Bush  about  it  at  a 


INTO  this  crazy-quilt  environ¬ 
ment  stepped  a  man  who  makes 
his  living  publishing .  pictures,  of 
naked  women.  Many  people 
snickered  in  October  when  Flynt  , 
announced  his  sexual  sweep-  { 
stakes;  now  they’re  wondering 
whether  Livingston  is  only  his  first 
victim. 

'•  “I  assure  you,  there  are-many 
others  to  come..,.  We  intend  to 
take  this  to  the  mat.  all  the  way" 
Flynt  said. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said  it  was¬ 
n’t  necessary  for  Livingston  to 
resign  became  “having  an  extra¬ 
marital  affair  in  itself  has  nothing 
to  do  with  your  leadership  ability, 
yonr  ability  to  function  as  a  legis¬ 
lator." 

One  outcome  of  such  personal 
investigations  could  be  “just  a 
blind  anti-journalism  hatred,"  said 
Charlie  Peters,  editor  of  the 
Washington  Monthly.  "...  It's  just . 
terrifying  to  go  into  public  lifei. 
today  and  know  there's  going  t 
be  all  this  inquiry  into  your  private 
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Ungar  says  the  public  is  certain 
to  blame  the  media  for  this  chaot¬ 
ic  era  of  sexual  investigations. 
'The  only  question  is,  how  many 
times  will  the  messenger  get  shot 
and  what  will  the  weapon  be?  Will 
it  be  a  mere  handgun  or  a 
bazooka?"  (Washington  Post) 


The  BBC  is  not  free 


Licensing  officers  plan  to  use  high-tech  equipment  to  ensure  that  the  British  pay  for  TV 


By  JEFF  DAESCHNER 


R 


k>r  many  British  families, 
watching  James  Bond  on  TV 
at  Christmas  is  as  much  of  a 


Tired  of  asking  people 
if  they  speak  English? 


|  RU 13111 


Vuletide  tradition  as  turkey,  pud¬ 
ding  and  presents. 

But  as  they  watch  Britain’s 
favorite  fictional  spy  ihey  may  be 
unwitting  targets  of  new  high-tech 
espionage  equipment  that"  would 
be  worthy  of  007  himself. 

In  the  run-up  to  the  peak 
Christmas  television  season, 
Britain  has  unveiled  siate-of-the- 
art  scanners  to  catch  couch  pota¬ 
toes  who  commit  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  more  arcane  crimes  -  watch¬ 
ing  TV  without  a  permit. 

In  Britain,  if  you  want  to  see  A 
License  to  KiU.  you  need  a  license 
to  watch.  Otherwise,  you  face  a 
summons  to  conn  and  a  fine  of  up 
io£  1.000  (51.677). 

Under  the  British  Broadcasting 
Corporation’s  (BBC)  unique  fund¬ 
ing  system,  television  viewers 
must  pay  an  annual  fee  of  £97.50 
($  163.50)  per  home  for  color  TV 
licenses  and  £32.50  for  black  and 
while  permits. 

Those  fees  will  rise  next  year  to 
£101  and  £33.50,  respectively. 


ly-popular  Internet  services  and  its 
new  digital  TV  and  radio  offer¬ 
ings. 

But  TV  tax  dodgers  cost  the 
BBC  some  £160  million  in  lost 
income  each  year,  according  to 
TV  Licensing,  the  Post  Office 
branch  that  has  collects  the  license 
fee  for  the  BBC. 

TV  Licensing  aims  to  recoup 
some  of  that  money  by  arming  its 
“enquiry  officers"  with  hand-held 
scanners  and  sophisticated  com¬ 
puter  backup  systems. 

“ft  does  look  a  bit  science  fic¬ 
tion,"  says  TV  Licensing  spokes¬ 
woman  Tracey  Benton,  describing 
the  streamlined  scanners.  “It’s 
very  much  different  from  the  last 
equipment  wc  had.  which  was 
very  big.  cumbersome,  and  diffi¬ 
cult  to  use.” 


signal  with  the  computer  systems 
in  their  vans.  As  a  result,  officers 
can  simultaneously  watch  the 
same  program  on  iheir  computers 
that  their  culprits  are  wale  hi  nc  on 
TV. 

"TTre  person  in  Lhe  house  can 
switch  the  telly  off.  But  we  will 
already  have  detected  iL  And  then 
our  enquiry  officer  is  in  a  position 
to  go  and  take  a  statement," 
Benton  says. 
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Like  the  BBC.  many  European 
state  broadcasters  levy  license 
fees.  But  they  also  carry  advertis- 

Post  Circulation  Deportment;  g  ■  lDg.  WhCteiLS  the  BBC  IS  ad-ftee, 

Email:  subs®* jpost-co.il  g  ■  retying  SOlety  OI)  public  fUDlls  for 

|  *  its  core  services. 

*  B  The  BBC’s  license  fee  income 

xscas  prices.  g  topped  £2.1  billion  last  year  to 

■  pay  for  its  two  flagship  TV  chan- 
*  nels,  which  produce  the  sitcoms. 
“ .  *  documentaries  and  dramas  that 

ixpiry  date — . - b  have  established  its  global  reputa- 

- - -  tion  as  a  benchmark  for  quality. 

-  - _ _  ■  Tbe  TV  tax  also  funds  the 

.Telephone _ ■  BBC’s  ad-free  national  and  local 

■•■«■»■■■■«■■■■■«*  *■  radio  stations,  as  well  as  its  hiah- 


TV  Licensing  is  part  of  an  Anglo- 
French  consortium  that  recently 
won  a  £500  million  contract  to 
handle  license  fee  collection  over 
the  next  seven  years,  starting  in 
April. 

TV  Licensing’s  partners  in  the 
Envision  group  are  the  French 
computer  company  Bull,  which 
will  handle  the  information  sys¬ 
tems.  while  (he  British  ad  agency 
WPP  Group  will  design  its  adver¬ 
tising  campaigns. 

TV  Licensing’s  new  scanners 
use  triangulation  technology  to 
pinpoint  TV  sets  by  detecting  the 
magnetic  radiation  given  off  by 
their  screens.  This  means  officer 
can  ferret  out  rogue  TV  sets  even 
when  they’re  switched  off. 

If  they’re  switched  on.  the 
inspectors  can  detect  the  broadcast 


WHEN  confronted,  most  TV  tax 
dodgers  will  confess  their  guilt 
“Most  people  would  say  *It’s  a  fair 
cop.  mate;  because  we  can  see  the 
TV  blasting  in  the  background," 
Benton  says. 

"But  people  who  are  trying  to  be 
cunning  will  come  up  with  an 
excuse.  We  have  had  all  sons  of 
bizarre  excuses"  Like  the  time  an 
inspector,  visiting  at  Christmas, 
confronted  a  tax  dodger  by  noting 
that  the  TV  set  was  warm. 

^Oh,  no  no."  the  TV  fee  dodger 
said,  "ft  hasn  t  been  working.  we 
haven’t  been  using  the  TV.  That’s 
where  we  place  the  turkey.  Thai’s 
why  the  TV  set's  warm." 

Then  there  are  the  people  who 
own  color  TV  sets  but  try  to  make 
do  with  a  monochrome  permit 
"Somebody  said,  Tt’s  mv  rabbit 
that  watches  TV  and  he’s  colour 
b  ind  anyway  a,  we  only  need  a 
Wack  and  white  license."'  Benton 


like  Eastenders  or  near-sacred 
sports  events  like  the  World  Cup. 

TV  Licensing  even  had  inspec¬ 
tors  knocking  on  people’s  doors 
during  England's  ill-fated  match 
against  Argentina,  which 
destroyed  England's  hopes  of  win¬ 
ning  the  Cup  in  one  of  the  roost 
dramatic  matches  of  the  competi¬ 
tion.  r 

“We  have  female  enquiry  offi- 
cers  too.  Benton  said  with  a 
augh.  A  few  of  our  enquiry  offi¬ 
cers  drew  the  short  straw  and  had 
to  go  out  visiting  during  England 

.ma£ches-"  As  a 
tv  *  m  i*,cens,ng  netted  30,000 
TV  rax  dodgers  during  the  tourna- 


THE  launch  of  tile  new  equipment 
comes  as  British  Culture  iffiS 
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But  Smith  isn’t  . 


IN  their  campaign  to  uamp  oul 


TV  tax  evasion,  TV  Licenrinr* 
officers  launch  strategic  "blitzes" 
on  neighborhoods,  timing  their 
visils  around  popular  soap 
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INTERNATIONAL 


#  UK:  Air  strikes  left  Iraqi 
air  defense  in  ruins 


\r  ^ 


LONDON  (AP)  —  US  and  British  air  strikes 
on  Iraq  targeted  100  sites  and  left  the  Iraqi  air 
defense  system  “in  mins”  and  Saddam  Hussein 
weakened  Prime  Minister  Tony  Blair's  office 
said  yesterday. 

The  prime  minister’s  spokesman  said  sites 
targeted  during  the  four-day  bombardment  that 
ended  Saturday  included  20  command  and 
control  facilities  and  nine  sites  linked  to  the 
elite  Republican  Guard. 

Attacks  on' 35  other  targets  “have  left  the 
Iraqi  air  defense  system  in  ruins,’'  said  the 
spokesman. 

Six  of  the  targets  were  related  to  delivery 
systems  for  Iraq’s  remote-piloted  weapons  of 
■mass  destruction,  he  said. 

*”We  believe  the  damage  that  has  been  inflict¬ 
ed  in  the  last  few  days  has  left  Saddam  very 
weak  and  vulnerable,”  the  spokesman  said. 

Foreign  Secretary  Robin  Cook  said  Britain's 
next  step  would  be  to  try  to  isolate  Iraq  in  the 
world  community  and  reduce  any  support 
Saddam's  regime  has  among  Arab  nations. 

Cook  said  there  also  would  be  new  attempts 
to  get  humanitarian  aid  directly  to  the  Iraqi 
people. 

“It's  not  going  to  be  easy,"  he  told  BBC 
Radio,  "because  Saddam  does  everything  pos¬ 
sible  to  obstruct  and  prevent  it.  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  operate  in  Iraq  without  Saddam's 
agreement,  given  the  brutality  and  savagery 
with  which  he  represses  all  opposition” 

After  a  meeting  later  with  German  Foreign 
Minister  Joschka  Fischer,  Cook  said  the 
European  Union  would  participate  in  the 


humanitarian  efforts. 

Cook  said  Britain  also  wants  to  ensure  the 
United  Nations  monitoring  of  Iraq's  weapons 
program  is  maintained  and  that  sanctions  are 
better  enforced.  Iraq  says  it  will  no  longer  tol¬ 
erate  the  weapons  inspections. 

Cook  said  the  military  strikes  had  also 
destroyed  Saddam’s  ability  to  jam  radio  pro¬ 
grams  being  broadcast  into  Iraq  from  opposi¬ 
tion  groups  and  news  programs.  "We  can  try- 
now  to  get  the  truth  into  the  Iraqi  people,”  he 
said. 

Cook  said  he  was  speaking  with  European 
and  Arab  leaders  to  try  to  build  support  for 
non-military  action  against  Iraq. 

Eight  Arab  states  -  including  Egypt,  Saudi 
Arabia,  and  Syria  -  wonted  Baghdad  last 
month  that  it  would  be  “held  responsible  for 
any  consequences"  of  not  cooperating  with  UN 
officials.  But  no  Arab  government  expressed 
support  for  the  air  strikes  -  which  were  con¬ 
demned  by  the  world's  largest  Moslem  group, 
the  52-nation  Organization  of  the  Islamic 
Conference. 

The  United  States  said  Sunday  the  air  strikes 
had  achieved  their  specific  military  objectives, 
and  that  US  policy  is  shifting  toward  toppling 
Saddam.  But  even  using  highly  touted  laser- 
guided  bombs,  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  air 
strikes  launched  from  the  aircraft  carrier  USS 
Enterprise  missed  their  main  targets,  naval 
commanders  said  yesterday. 

American  officials  praised  the  percentage  as 
exceptionally  good  and  denied  claims  by  Iraq 
that  hospitals  or  other  civilian  sites  could  have 


been  hit  by  misdirected  US  air  strikes. 

“J  can  say  that  everyone  is  very  pleased  with 
the  success  of  the  air  strikes.”  said  Rear  Adm. 
J.  Cutler  Dawson  Jr.,  commander  of  the  eight- 
vessel  Enterprise  battle  group  in  the  Gulf. 
‘This  is  an  impressive  figure." 

The  ship's  air  wing  commander.  Cape  Tom 
Hagen,  told  the  Enterprise  crew  that  prelimi¬ 
nary  analyses  showed  72  percent  of  the  air 
strikes  were  on  target.  Digital  video  images  of 
all  the  air  strikes  are  gening  a  more  detailed 
review  at  Central  Command  in  Tampa, 
Florida. 

The  success  rate  estimate  did  not  take  into 
account  Tomahawk  cruise  missile  strikes  and 
only  included  the  more  than  300  missions 
flown  off  the  Enterprise  during  the  four  nights 
of  attacks.  Another  350  sorties  were  flown  off 
the  ground,  including  B-2  and  B-l  bombers 
and  Britain’s  Tornado  fighter-bombers. 

The  majority  of  the  bombs  fired  by  the  F/A- 
18  and  F-14  warplanes  were  the  so-called 
"smart  bombs"  fitted  with  laser-guided  naviga¬ 
tion  systems,  weapons  system  chiefs  said.  The 
rest  were  conventional  bombs  -  ranging  from 
500  pounds  to  2.000  pounds  -  that  free  fall 
from  the  planes.  Officers  on  the  ship  refused  to 
give  a  precise  breakdown  of  the  types  used  in 
the  raids. 

During  the  assault,  425  Tomahawk  missiles 
were  fired  and  Iraq  says  it  shot  down  more  than 
100  of  them.  Dawson  said  325  Tomahawks 
were  fired  from  the  ships  in  the  Enterprise  bat¬ 
tle  group.  The  others  were  launched  from  B-2 
bombers. 
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A  crowd  ha  Khartoum  burns  US,  British,  and  Israeli  flags  yesterday  in  a  demonstration  by  thousands  of  Sudanese  angry  at  the  air 
strikes  on  Iraq.  iap.i 

■  Iraqis:  Sanctions  worse  than  air  strikes 


BAGHDAD  (Reuters)  -  Baghdad  residents, 
worn  down  by  years  of  sanctions,  said  yester¬ 
day  they  were  ready  to  endure  more  air  strikes 
if  they  would  hasten  an  end  to  the  economic 
embargo  on  Iraq. 

“These  strikes  have  killed  150  or  200  people, 
but  the  sanctions  have  killed  millions,”  claimed 
Rusbdi  Abdul-Hussein.  a  clothes  seller  in 
Baghdad’s  Kadhimiya  market. 

The  LIS  and  Britain  called  off  Sunday  a  four- 
day-long  air  campaign  against  Iraq  after  strik¬ 
ing  what  they  said  were  scores  of  military  and 
intelligence  targets. 

The  attacks  were  launched  after  UN  weapons 
inspectors,  who  must  declare  Iraq  free  of  bio¬ 
logical.  chemical  and  long-range  weapons  facil¬ 
ities  before  the  sanctions  are  lifted,  said  Iraq 
had  reneged  on  a  pledge  of  lull  cooperation. 

“It’s  very  important  to  lift  the  sanctions.  They 
can  inspect  for  a  lifetime  as  long  as  they  first  lift 
the  sanctions,"  Abdul-Hussein  said. 


The  sanctions  were  imposed  on  Iraq  for  its 
1990  invasion  of  Kuwait 

Iraqis,  who  had  already  endured  an  eight-year 
war  with  neighboring  Iran,  then  faced  six  weeks 
of  Western  bombardment  before  a  US-led  coali¬ 
tion  drove  Iraqi  troops  from  Kuwait 

The  embargo  has  caused  widespread  hardship 
among  ordinary  Iraqis,  with  hungry  children 
and  their  malnourished  mothers  seen  on  the 
streets  of  Baghdad  begging  for  alms. 

'“We  are  like  a  boxer.  We  have  been  hit 
before,"  said  Abdul-Hussein. 

A  pharmacist  nearby  said  Iraq's  fate  had  more 
to  do  with  US  President  Bill  Clinton's  personal 
political  problems  than  Iraq's  compliance  with 
the  UN  inspectors. 

“Because  of  Clinton's  circumstances  he 
decided  to  hit  When  be  attacked  be  did  it  with¬ 
out  discussing  it  with  the  Security  Council  ”  he 
said. 

“We  hope  the  sanctions  are  lifted.  Sometimes 


I  don’t  have  even  aspirin  to  give  to  people,”  he 
added,  turning  away  a  customer  seeking  asthma 
drugs. 

Other  shopkeepers  at  the  bustling  market  in 
the  shadow  of  the  four  golden  minarets  of 
Baghdad's  Kadhimiya  Mosque  held  out  little 
hope  that  the  four-day  campaign  of  air  strikes 
would  be  the  last  of  Iraq's  showdowns  with  the 
West. 

“We  expect  more  strikes.  They  hate  us,  they 
want  to  colonize  us  again,"  said  Dia,  a  gold¬ 
smith,  referring  to  the  years  when  Britain  ruled 
Iraq  after  World  War  I. 

Shoppers,  some  of  them  buying  sweets  for 
Ramadan,  once  again  dismissed  the  impact  of 
the  strikes. 

“These  are  just  games  with  fire.  They  can 
come  back  for  a  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  strike... 
Is  the  street  dosedT’  asked  one  buying  ciga¬ 
rettes  and  pointing  to  the  busy  road  passing 
through  the  market.  “We  are  not  affected" 


Turkish  premier-designate 
fails  to  form  government 


ANKARA  (AP)  -  Pro-secular 
Premier-designate  Bulent  Ecevit 
yesterday  officially  returned  his 
mandate  to  form,  a  new  govem- 
I  ment  after  failing  to  gather  enough 

U  support  in  parliament. 

“I  asked  to  be  excused  from  this 
mission  as  I  have  failed  to  gather 
enough  support  in  parliament 
despite  all  my  efforts,”  Ecevit  told 
reporters  after  meeting  with 
President  Suleyman  Demirel. 

Refusing  any  alliance  with  the 
pro-Islam  ic  Virtue  Party  - 
Turkey’s  largest  party  in  parlia¬ 
ment  -  Ecevit  was  unable  to  create 
a  political  alliance  to  secure  a  con¬ 
fidence  vote  from  a  highly  divided 
legislature. 

Longstanding  animosities  have 
split  Turkey’s  center-left  and  the 
center-right  for  more  than  a 
decade. 

Ecevit  brushed  aside  an  offer  to 
^.join  hands  with  a  rival  social 
democrat  party  leader,  his  long¬ 
time  enemy,  and  his  idea  to  form  a 
minority  government  was  shunned 
by  foe  Virtue  and  most  right-wing 

Pities*  . 

Ecevit  was.  given  the  mandate 
three  weeks',  ago  after  Mesut 
YHmaz*  left-right  coalition  govero- 
meat  collapsed  in  a  no-confidence 


vote  in  parliament  over  allegations 
that  he  had  ties  with  the  mob  and 
tampered  with  the  sale  of  a  state 
bank 

Ecevit  leaves  Demirel  with  a  dif- 
ficult  I  ask. 

Demirel  already  broke  with  the 
Jong-lasting  tradition  of  appointing 
ringleader  of  the  largest  party  in 
parliament  to  form  a  government 
in  coder. to  bar  the  Virtue  Party 
from  power.  His  designation  of 
Ecevit.  whose  party  is  the  fourth 
largest  in  parliament,  drew  criti¬ 
cism  even  from  some  right-wing 
parties. 

But  the  staunchly  secular  mili¬ 
tary  opposes  a  return  of  the  Islamic 
party  to  power.  Turkey’s  first 
Istamic-led  government  estab¬ 
lished  after  the  general  elections  in 
1995  was  pressured  out  of  office  by 
the  military  for  not  abiding  the 
country’s  secular  traditions. 

Newspapers  have  suggested 
Demirel  could  designate  a  deputy 
who  would  receive  support  from 

most  of  the  parties  in  parliament. 

Demirel  was  scheduled  to  start  a 
round  of  consultations  with  patty 
leaders  before  coming  up  with  a 
decision  to  find  the  person  that  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  parliament 
later  in  [he  day.  -  - 


Lockerbie  remembers 
10  years  on 


LOCKERBIE,  Scotland 
(Reuters)  -  Lockerbie  gathered 
bereaved  relatives  and  friends  to 
its  bosom  yesterday,  10  years 
after  the  bomb  which  blew  Pan 
Am  Flight  103  out  of  the  skies 
and  crashing  on  to  this  small 
Scottish  town. 

Some  50  foreign  visitors  joined 
local  people  in  wreath-laying  and 
a  church  service  for  the  270  peo¬ 
ple  who  lost  their  lives  in  one  of 
the  world’s  worst  air  disasters. 
Similar  services  were  being  held 
in  London  and  the  United  States. 

“My  family’s  expanded  at  the 
expense  of  the  death  of  my  broth¬ 
er. 

These  people,  the  people  of  Pan 
Am  103,  have  become  my  family.” 
said  American  Bert  Ammerman, 
who  lost  his  brother  Tom. 

"On  the  10th  anniversary  this  is 
where  I  wanted  to  be.  It  brings 
back  the  devastation,  horror  and 
destruction,  but  something  posi¬ 
tive  has  also  come  out  of  it." 

Britain’s  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
husband  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  laid 
a  wreath  at  the  Garden  of 
Remembrance  in  Dryfesdale 
Cemetery,  just  outside  Lockerbie, 
where  a  simple,  polished  stone 


memorial  catalogs  the  dead. 

A  service  was  held  a  few  hours 
later  in  Dryfesdale  church,  coin¬ 
ciding  with  events  at  London’s 
Westminster  Abbey,  Arlington 
National  Cemetery  in  Virginia, 
and  Syracuse  University  in  New 
York  stale. 

The  270  names  were  read  out 
one  by  one  in  Westminster  Abbey 
and  a  candle  lit  for  each. 

Prime  Minister  Tony  Blair,  his 
wife  Cherie,  and  Foreign 
Secretary  Robin  Cook  attended 
the  service. 

President  Bill  Clinton  was 
expected  to  attend  the  Arlington 
service,  underscoring  the  fact  that 
189  of  the  victims  were  American. 

At  19:03  GMT  -  the  time  the 
plane  disappeared  from  radar 
screens  -  the  Lockerbie  congrega¬ 
tion  observed  a  minute’s  silence, 
broken  by  a  lone  Scottish  bag¬ 
piper  playing  the  haunting  tradi¬ 
tional  lament  “Flowers  of  the 
Forest.” 

Outsiders  have  paid  tribute  to 
the  support  and  compassion  of  the 
tight-knit  Lockerbie  community, 
which  lost  11  people  killed  on  the 
ground  as  wreckage  and  bodies 
showered  down. 


Former  president  Gerald  Ford,  shown  in  this  1997  file  photo,  and  former  president  Jimmy 
Carter  urged  yesterday  that  the  US  Senate  censure  President  Bill  Clinton.  <afi 

Ex-presidents  Ford,  Carter 
urge  Clinton  censure 


NEW  YORK  (Reuters)  - 
Former  US  presidents  Gerald 
Ford  and  Jimmy  Carter,  saying 
impeachment  is  permanent  and 
has  brought  "profound  disgrace” 
to  President  Bill  Clinton,  urged 
the  US  Senate  yesterday  to  cen¬ 
sure  him. 

In  an  op-ed  piece  in  The  New 
York  Times ,  Ford  and  Carter  said 
a  Senate  resolution  of  censure 
should  require  that  Clinton 
acknowledge  he  did  not  tell  the 
truth  under  oath,  but  also  should 
stipulate  that  such  an  admission 
could  not  be  used  against  him  in 
any  future  criminal  prosecution. 

A  censure  would  allow  Clinton 
to  keep  the  job  he  has  held  for  six 
years  and  would  be  a  first  step, 
according  to  the  former  chief 
executives,  toward  healing  a 
"grievous  and  deepening” 
national  wound. 


On  Saturday,  Clinton  became 
only  the  second  president  in  US 
history,  and  the  first  in  130  years, 
to  be  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  matter  is  now  before  the 
Republican-controlled  Senate, 
which  could  decide  to  try  Clinton 
on  the  charges  and  remove  him 
from  office  with  a  two-thirds 
majority  vote  to  convict.  The 
White  House,  with  public  opin¬ 
ion  on  its  side  at  the  moment,  is 
preparing  for  a  trial  but  also  hop¬ 
ing  that  one  can  be  avoided. 

Carter,  a  Democrat,  and  Ford,  a 
Republican,  said  the  Senate  has 
the  flexibility  in  its  rules  and  pro¬ 
cedures  to  "end  this  national 
ordeal"  without  violating  the  rule 
of  law  or  further  damaging  the 
presidency. 

"However  one  now  supposes  a 
trial  may  end,  it  seems  inevitable 


that  by  rehashing  the  lurid  evi¬ 
dence  of  President  Clinton’s  mis¬ 
conduct,  we  will  only  exacerbate 
the  jagged  divisions  that  are  tear¬ 
ing  at  our  national  fabric,”  they 
wrote. 

“Can  we  find  within  ourselves 
the  will,  the  vision,  the  generosi¬ 
ty  and,  yes,  the  courage  to 
resolve  the  present  crisis  in  a  way 
that  makes  Americans  proud  of 
their  leaders,  their  institutions, 
and  themselves?  It  is  with  this  in 
mind  that  we  personally  favor  a 
bipartisan  resolution  of  censure.” 

Republican  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch 
of  Utah,  speaking  on  NBC’s 
Meet  the  Press  on  Sunday, 
appeared  to  welcome  steps  short 
of  of  a  trial,  because  it  appears 
that  with  45  Democrats  in  the 
100-member  Senate,  the  presi¬ 
dent  has  enough  support  to  avoid 
conviction. 


First  known  surviving 
octuplets  born 


HOUSTON  (AP)  -  Doctors 
knew  the  infant  delivered  two 
weeks  ago  was  just  one  of  several 
babies  Nkem  Chukwu  carried  in 
her  womb.  But  none  knew  the  girl 
was  just  one  of  a  remarkable  -  and 
historic  -  eight 

Chukwu  delivered  her  daugh¬ 
ter's  five  sisters  and  two  brothers 
Sunday  to  complete  the  first 
known  surviving  set  of  octuplets. 
They  ranged  from  half  a  kilo  to 
nearly  I  kilo,  and  all  were  in  criti¬ 
cal  condition  after  birth. 

“We’re  vety  hopeful  ail  of  the 
babies  will  survive,  but  they’re 
critically  ill  newborns  and  we 
can’t  say  for  sure  everything  will 
be  OK,”  said  Dr.  Patti  Savrick,  a 
pediatrician  at  Texas  Children’s 
Hospital. 

The  first  girl  was  12  weeks  pre¬ 
mature,  and  the  others  were  10 
weeks  early.  The  survival  rate  for 
babies  boro  so  young  is  85  per¬ 
cent,  doctors  said. 

The  babies  were  whisked  one  by 
one  to  Texas  Children's  from  the 
operating  room  at  5l  Luke’s 
Episcopal  Hospital.  A  team  of 
about  30  medical  personnel  were 
involved  in  the  45-rainute 
Caesarian  section. 


Seven  of  the  babies  were  on  ven¬ 
tilators  yesterday  to  help  them 
breathe,  and  all  eight  will  likely 
remain  hospitalized  for  two  or 
three  months. 

Dr.  Leonard  Weisman,  chief 
neonatal  specialist  at  Texas 
Children’s,  said  be  will  watch  for 
lung  and  heart  problems  over  the 
next  few  days.  After  that,  metabol¬ 
ic  problems  and  infections  are  a 


"So  many  chftdren,’  Page  9 


danger. 

Chukwu,  a  Nigerian  native  who 
lives  in  Houston  with  her  husband, 
Ike,  was  in  stable  condition 
Sunday  night  and  could  be  out  of 
the  hospital  by  week's  end.  Her 
husband,  a  respiratory  therapist, 
was  nor  present  for  the  deliveries 
and  could  not  be  reached  for  com¬ 
ment 

Chukwu  had  been  taking  fertili¬ 
ty  drugs.  She  conceived  triplets 
last  year  but  lost  them  midway 
through  her  pregnancy. 

The  couple  has  no  other  chil¬ 
dren. 


Until  the  first  child  was  bom 
naturally  on  December  S,  doctors 
were  unsure  how  many  fetuses 
Chukwu  was  carrying  because  her 
uterus  was  so  crowded,  said  Dr. 
Brian  Kirshon,  a  specialist  in 
high-risk  births  and  one  of  three 
doctors  who  delivered  die  babies. 

Chukwu  had  been  taking  drugs 
to  postpone  labor,  and  Kirshon 
said  giving  birth  10  the  first  baby 
probably  bought  the  other  seven 
valuable  time  to  mature.  The  lit- 
tlest  of  the  seven  bom  Sunday 
might  not  have  survived  much 
longer  in  the  womb,  he  said. 

According  to  the  Guinness  Book 
of  Records ,  the  largest  multiple 
birth  was  nine  babies  in  Sydney, 
Australia,  in  1971.  All  the  children 
died. 

Three  other  octuplet  births  have 
been  recorded  in  the  past  13  years, 
but  in  each  of  the  births,  some  of 
the  babies  died. 

In  Iowa,  Bobbi  and  Kenny 
McCaughey  offered  their  congrat¬ 
ulations  amid  holiday  celebrations 
with  their  septuplets,  bom  on 
November  19,  1997. 

>rWe  wish  them  the  Lord's  bless¬ 
ing  and  a  meny  Christmas,”  the 
couple  said  through  their  agent 
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Reinventing  politics 


The  elections  embraced  by  the  Knesset  last 
night  will  likely  prove  unprecedented  in 
Israel's  history.  Elements  of  whai  is  being 
called  a  political  “big  bang"  have  occurred 
before.  The  true  revolution  ahead,  however,  is 
the  possible  clash  between  the  politics  of  peace 
and  security  and  a  new,  post-ideological  politi¬ 
cal  paradigm. 

The  speeches  in  the  Knesset  yesterday  were, 
of  course,  opening  shots  in  the  coming  election 
campaign.  Judging  from  his  speech.  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  intends  to  make 
the  election  a  rerun  of  the  last-  a  referendum 
over  which  camp  will  better  stand  up  for  Israel's 
interests  in  the  tough  negotiations  to  resolve  the 
Arab-lsraeli  conflict. 

In  the  last  election,  Netanyahu  succeeded  in 
convincing  a  majority  that  he  and  the  Likud 
would  better  deliver  what  both  sides  were 
promising:  peace  with  security.  Since  then,  with 
final-status  talks  ou  the  horizon,  the  stakes  have 
only  grown.  The  Labor  Party,  moreover,  has 
played  into  Netanyahu's  hands  by  refusing  con¬ 
sistently  to  join  him  in  calling  on  the 
Palestinians  to  fulfill  their  side  of  the  Wye 
agreement 

Until  the  revolution  wrought  by  Netanyahu,  it 
should  be  remembered,  the  peace  debate  was 
split  between  those  who  favored  territorial  com¬ 
promise  and  those  who  believed  the  Arab  world 
would  not  make  real  peace,  but  only  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  Israeli  concessions.  That  debate  is  now 
oven  the  argument  is  no  longer  over  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  slicing  the  pie.  only  which  party  will 
negotiate  a  better  and  bigger  piece  for  Israel. 

The  new  third  party  that  is  gelling  will,  there¬ 
fore.  automatically  join  the  territorial  compro¬ 
mise-based  “center"  that  both  Labor  and  Likud 
already  claim  to  represenL  On  the  face  of  it,  the 
expected  leaders  of  the  new  party.  MK  Dan 
Meridor  and  former  chief  of  General  Staff 
Amnon  Lipkin-Shahak.  seem  to  hail  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  old  political  spectrum  -  but 
given  the  collapse  of  that  spectrum,  they  should 
have  little  trouble  working  together  today. 

The  possible  impact  of  the  new  party  will  not 
derive  from  its  diplomatic  centrism,  which  it 
will  share  with  Labor  and  the  Likud,  but  from 
the  degree  to  which  it  has  a  serious  agenda 
among  the  host  of  “post-ideological"  issues 
craving  for  attention.  There  are  the  small  mat¬ 
ters  of  the  economy,  education,  and  the  reli¬ 
gious-secular  conflict,  for  example. 


Though  Netanyahu  pledges  a  computer  for 
every  child  and  Barak  a  job  for  every  worker, 
these  promises  ring  so  hollow  that  they  have 
become  the  political  equivalent  of  background 
noise.  The  Netanyahu  government  has  made 
brave  strides  toward  fiscal  responsibility,  but  has 
barely  attempted  the  budget,  tax,  and  regulatoiy 
reform  that  the  economy  needs.  Barak,  for  his 
part,  has  given  no  indication  of  having  devel¬ 
oped  any  program  in  the  economic  arena,  and 
sounds  no  different  from  his  Labor  predeces¬ 
sors.  Similarly.  Netanyahu  and  Barak  have  both 
paid  lip  service  to  repairing  the  religious-secu¬ 
lar  rift,  but  both  seem  to  view  the  issue  more  as 
a  cudgel  against  the  other  than  a  project  of 
urgent  national  importance. 

The  opportunity  and  challenge  confronting 
the  as-yet-unbom  Meridor-Shahak  party  is  to 
breath  life  into  the  vast  agenda  of  issues  that 
have  languished  in  the  shadow  of  the  peace 
process,  thereby  revolutionizing  Israeli  politics. 
Whether  this  can  be  accomplished  by  a  party 
starting  from  scratch,  composed  of  quite  dis¬ 
parate  elements,  is  an  open  question. 

The  new  party  does,  however,  have  at  its  dis¬ 
posal  a  mode)  that  worked  for  the  Republican 
Party  in  the  United  States  when  it  overturned 
the  40-year  reign  of  the  Democrats  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1994.  The  Republicans 
adopted  what  they  called  a  “Contract  with 
America"  -  a  set  of  commitments  to  enact  spe¬ 
cific  legislative  initiatives  if  given  the  opportu¬ 
nity  by  the  voters.  Though  most  Americans 
probably  could  not  name  many  of  the  initiatives 
in  the  Republican  “contract,"  the  effort  succeed¬ 
ed  in  convincing  many  that  here  were  politi¬ 
cians  who  were  willing  to  go  beyond  vague 
campaign  promises  and  hold  themselves  to  a 
verifiable  record  of  accomplishment. 

Israeli  politics  is  ripe  for  such  an  injection  of 
accountability.  There  is  nothing  stopping  either 
Labor  or  the  Likud  from  taking  such  an 
approach,  but  a  new  party  has  the  advantage  of 
not  having  previously  disappointed  the  voters. 
The  leaders  of  the  new  patty  may  be  tempted  to 
follow  the  more  well  trod  road  of  pledging  alle¬ 
giance  to  vague,  popular  objectives  -  such  as 
improving  religious-secular  relations  -  without 
any  concrete  plan  to  accomplish  them.  If  the 
new  party  chooses  this  path,  it  will  likely  and 
deservedly  meet  the  fate  of  its  tired  political 
competitors,  and  quickly  lose  the  support  of  the 
voter. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


DON’T  FEAR  WORLD  OPINION 


AN  ISRAELI  ABROAD 


Sir,  -  Words  cannot  express  our 
revulsion  at  hearing  President  Bill 
Clinton's  comparison  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  terrorists  to  those  of  terror¬ 
ist  victims.  Clinton  and  Yasser 
Arafat  have  much  in  common:  nei¬ 
ther  seems  to  be  held  accountable 
for  his  actions. 

Even  in  light  of  impeachment 
proceedings.  75%  of  Americans, 
fully  acknowledging  his  misdeeds, 
want  Clinton  to  remain  in  office. 

We  all  know  how  much  heart¬ 
break  and  tragedy  lie  at  Arafat's 
feet,  but  no  matter,  he  seems  to 
receive  the  world’s  embrace. 

Only  Israel  continues  to  be  the 


receiving  end  of  contempt,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  hard  we  strive  to  please. 
Despite  painful  territorial  conces¬ 
sions,  America  and  the  Arabs  feel 
and  are  free  to  continue  breaking 
their  promises.  We  will  never  have 
the  world's  affection,  but  once  we 
had  her  admiration  and  respect 
Only  our  sustained  commitment 
to  strength  in  word  and  deed  - 
without  fearing  world  opinion  - 
can  lead  to  true  peace  in  the  turbu¬ 
lent  Middle  East 


Sir,  -  I  recently  overheard  the 
Gesher  Theater  Group  being  inter¬ 
viewed  on  the  radio  and  one  of  the 
actors  complained  about  the  fact 
that  they  are  always  called 
Russians. 

Well,  before  I  made  aliya  in 
1963  from  South  Africa.  I  was 
known  as  a  Jewess.  Here  in  Israel, 
I  became  Anglo-Saxon  and  the 
only  time  I  am  called  an  “Israeli" 
is  when  I  go  abroad. 


SHOSHANA  WEINSTEIN 


JILL  SADOWSKY 


Kfar  Adumim. 


Jerusalem. 


MISLEADING  CAPTION 


INSULT  TO  HEROES 


Sir.  -  The  the  front-page  photo¬ 
graph  of  December  15  was  not 
only  misleading,  but  constituted  a 
blatant  falsehood  and  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  your  readership. 

The  caption  read:  “PNC  mem¬ 
bers  vote  unanimously  in  Gaza  to 
annul  an icles  of  the  Palestinian 
Covenant  calling  for  Israel's 
destruction." 

Firstly,'  in  this  contrived  and 
orchestrated  show  of  support  for 
Yasser  Arafat,  only  some  of  the 
participants  were  members  of 
the  Palestine  National  Council. 


Secondly,  there  was  a  show  of 
hands,  but  no  systematic  name- 
by-name  tallied  vote.  Finally,  in 
that  there  was  no  tallied  vote, 
the  word  “unanimous"  is  ridicu¬ 
lous. 

Your  caption  reflects  a  mentality 
of  denial  of  the  precarious  situa¬ 
tion  of  Ere  tz  Yisrael  and  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  those  who  are  still  our 
sworn  enemies. 


ELAINE  SHLOMOVI 


Sir,  -  Hillei  Kuttler.  in  “Arrival 
of  the  peacemaker"  (December 
II).  writes:  "This  time  the  crisis 
centers  over...  the  Palestinian  riots 
to  protest  Jerusalem's  failure  to 
release  political  prisoners." 

Calling  terrorists  “political  pris¬ 
oners"  is  an  insult  to  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  Jawaharlai  Nehru,  Nelson 
Mandela,  Vaclav  Havel.  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi  or  Andrei  Sakharov,  who 
never  blew  up  buses  full  of  civil¬ 
ians.  or  even  advocated  doing  so. 


Jerusalem. 


M LADEN  ANDRIJASEVIC 


SHIRKING  SERVICE 


Beersheba. 


Sir,  -  In  a  facile  attempt  to  jus¬ 
tify  his  son's  lack  of  national  ser¬ 
vice.  Jonathan  Rosenbium,  in 
“Confessions  of  a  haredi  dad" 
(December  11).  uses  the  sophistry 
familiar  to  layers  arguing  a  hope¬ 
less  case. 

Haredi  parents,  according  to 
Rosenbium,  rightfully  keep  their 
boys  home  because  the  army  is 


filled  with  those  who  hate  hared- 
im. 


ONLY  WAY 


His  logic  conveniently  skirts  the 
core  issue:  It  is  precisely  because 
they  shirk  national  service  that 
haredim  engender  such  feelings. 


Sir.  -  The  only  way  to  get  out  of 
Lebanon  is  to  go  into  Syria. 


AVROM  JACOBS 


Kochav  Yair. 


MOSHE  BRODETSKY 
Jerusalem. 


FROM  OUR  ARCHIVES 


65 years  ago:  On  December  22, 
1933,  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
on  die  commencement  of  a  new, 
combined  rail  and  bus  service 
between  Jerusalem  and  Haifa  tak¬ 
ing  three  and  a  half  hours,  instead 
of  five  and  half  as  previously  by 
train  alone. 


50  years  ago:  On  December 
22,  1948,  The  Palestine  Post 
reported  that  the  Arabs  had 
refused  to  permit  the  opening  of 
a  direct  road  from  Jerusalem  to 
Bethlehem  for  the  Christmas 
pilgrimage,  despite  the  ruling 
of  the  Consular  Truce 


Commission  which  reiterated 
the  principle  of  a  free  access  to 
all  Holy  Places.  The  pilgrims 
had  to  use  an  alternative  route: 
a  mud  track  twice  as  long  as  the 
traditional  road. 


Alexander  Zvielli 


Pass  it 


Dry  Bones 


EVELYN  GORDON 


The  latest  hot  idea  in  the 
Knesset  is  an  interim  bud¬ 
get.  By  the  end  of  last  week, 
most  MKs  were  convinced  that 
elections  are  on  the  horizon.  And 
with  new  elections  a  virtual  cer¬ 
tainty,  the  argument  went,  it 
would  be  unfair  to  pass  a  “lame 
duck"  budget  for  1999  that  would 
tie  the  next  government's  hands. 

At  first  glance,  this  seems  like  a 
generous  and  appropriate  gesture. 


It  is  for  this  reason  that  Yitzhak 
Rabin,  elected  in  the  summer  of 
1992,  made  only  the  most  minor 
changes  in  that  year's  budget, 
while  Netanyahu,  elected  in  May 
1996,  made  only  minor  changes  in 
the  1996  budget.  Both  realized 
they  lacked  time  to  draft  and  pass 
two  full  budgets,  so  they  preferred, 
to  concentrate  on  the  coming  year. 

Under  the  interim  budget  pro¬ 
posal,  however,  the  next  govern- 
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The  annual  budget,  that  is.  An  interim 
budget  Just  to  get  us  to  the  elections 
would  be  an  economic  disaster 


The  budget  is  the  government’s  pri¬ 
mary  tool  for  accomplishing  its 
goals,  so  leaving  a  new  government 
with  a  fait  accompli  budget  would 
in  many  ways  prevent  it  from  ruling 
effectively  for  its  first  year  in  office. 

Yet  in  reality,  an  interim  budget 
is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  would 
be  a  disaster  for  the  economy. 

To  start  with,  the  idea  that  it  is 
unfair  to  stick  an  incoming  govern¬ 
ment  with  a  lame  duck  budget  is 
ridiculous.  Any  incoming  govern¬ 
ment  -  even  if  elections  are  held  at 
their  normal  time  -  always  has  to 
make  do  with  its  predecessor’s  bud¬ 
get  for  the  first  year,  because  there 
is  no  time  for  it  to  draft  and  pass  a 
budget  of  its  own.  Were  elections 
beld  on  their  regularly  scheduled 
November  date,  for  Instance,  this 
would  leave  the  new  prime  minister 
with  less  than  two  months  to  put 
together  a  coalition,  draft  a  budget, 
and  get  it  through  the  cabinet  and 
three  readings  in  the  Knesset  This 
is  an  impossibly  tight  schedule. 

The  same  is  tree  of  mid-year 
elections  -  which  is  the  most  like¬ 
ly  scenario  for  the  coming  yean 
By  fall,  the  new  government  must 
have  submitted  its  budget  for  the 
following  year.  Where  will  it  find 
the  time  between,  say,  a  May  elec¬ 
tion  day  and  Rosh  Hashana  to 
draft  a  budget  for  the  current  year 
as  well,  and  get  it  through  three 
readings  in  the  Knesset-  which  is 
in  recess  throughout  the  summer? 


ment  would  have  no  choice:  It 
would  somehow  have  to  simulta¬ 
neously  pass  a  budget  for  both 
1999  and  2000. 


THE  FACT  that  an  interim  budget 
would  leave  the  new  government 
with  a  logistical  nightmare,  how¬ 
ever,  is  only  the  first  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  this  idea  creates.  Another 
problem  is  that  such  a  procedure 
would  ensure  an  even  greater- 
than- usual  diversion  of  precious 
resources  from  productive  to  non¬ 
productive  ends. 

This  is  because  no  budget  makes 
it  through  the  Knesset7  without 
every  party  exacting  its  cut  as  the 
price  of  passage.  An  interim  bud¬ 
get  will  give  all  the  parties  a 
chance  to  double  their  pickings  - 
they  will  be  able  to  collect  one 
round  of  handouts  in  exchange  for 
passing  the  interim  budget  and 
another  round  in  exchange  for 
passing  the  "real"  budget. 

The  result  will  be  less  money  to 
devote  to  such  crucial  economic 
goals,  such  as  investment  in  infra¬ 
structure. 

The  most  serious  problem,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  economic  uncertainty 
that  would  be  generated  by  such  a 
procedure. 

A  budget  is  not  only  the  govern¬ 
ment's  work  plan  for  the  year.  It  is 
also  used  by  businesses.  They  look 
at  that  year’s  schedule  of  taxes, 
subsidies  and  slated  reforms,  and 
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plan  their  own  work  schedules  for 
the  year  accordingly. 

Without  knowing  what  the  gov¬ 
ernment  has  in  mind  in  these  areas, 
most  businesses  wifi  be  reluctant  to 
invest  in  anything  new,  for  fear  that 
an  unexpected  tax  or  reform  plan 
would  turn  the  new  investment  into  a 
liability.  And  an  economy  mired  in  a 
slowdown  cannot  afford  a  business 
community  that  is  reluctant  to  invest 

Nor  is  it  just  local  businesses 
that  are  affected.  Foreign  investors 
also  use  the  government  budget  as 
a  key  tool  in  deciding  whether  to 
put  their  money  here.  Planned 
reforms,  deficit  and  inflation  tar¬ 
gets,  taxes  -  all  these  are  crucial  in 
assessing  what  the  economy  is 
likely  to  look  like  in  the  coming 
year,  and  therefore,  whether  it  is 
worthwhile  to  invesL 


With  no  budget  as  a  due,  most 
foreign  investors  will  prefer  to  wait, 
for  a  year  and  see  how  things  shape 
up.  The  result,  once  again,  will  be  a 
deepening  of  the  economic  sic#; 
down,  as  well  as  a  faffing  stock 
market,  since  foreign  investors 
have  been  the  main  force  driving 
the  marker  for  the  past  year: 

The  real  reason  MKs  are  so  fond 
of  the  interim  budget  idea  is  that 
they  do  not  want  responsibility  for 
the  tough  measures  included  in  the 
1999  budget  proposal  -  especially 
just  prior  to  an  election.  And 
though  this  proposal  is  not  as  ter¬ 
rible  as  it  is  often  painted,  it  is  true 
that  it  could  be  improved. 

But  at  tin's  point,  whether  or  not  it 
is  the  best  budget  possible  is  irrele¬ 
vant.  The  grim  truth  is  that  any  bud¬ 
get  is  better  than  no  budget  at  aft. 
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The  importance  of  independence  » 


When  I  first  ran  for  mayor 
of  Jerusalem  at  the 
behest  of  David  Ben- 
Guridn,  I  didn’t. expect  our, list  to 
win,  but  we  did.  Still,  the  list  I 
headed  captured  only  5  of  the  21 
council  seats,  which  meant  that  I 
had  to  look  for  support  from  other 
parties. 

Yitzhak  Navon  tried  to  help  me, 
by  putting  together  a  potential 
coalition  with  Agudai  Yisrael  and 
Hasbomer  Hatza'ir.  You  see,  there 
was  an  unwritten  rule  among  the 
coalition  builders  of  those  days: 
“No  Revisionists  and  no 
Communists." 

1  did  not  accept  iL 
To  me,  the  Revisionists  (Herut). 
and  Hashomer  Hatza'ir  were  not 
possible  partners  in  a  national 
government  But  on  the  local  level 
I  saw  no  reason  for  such  preclu¬ 
sions.  I  informed  Ben-Gurion  that 
I  wanted  to  broaden  my  adminis¬ 
tration  and  received  his  support 
We  formed  a  coalition  with  both 
Agudat  Yisrael  and  Herat  It  was 
the  First  time  Herat  had  been 
included  in  any  coalition  in  Israel. 

Running  on  an  independent  list 
I  was  re-elected  4  times,  and 
served  as  mayor  for  28  years. 

Sometimes,  being  above  politics 
is  the  only  way  to  get  things  done. 
It  has  certainly  been  a  major  con¬ 
sideration  in  the  running  of  the 
Jerusalem  Foundation. 


,TEDQY  KOLLEK 


whether  I  was  aware  of  how  poor 
Jerusalem  was.  Tbey-pointed  out 
that  it  would  be  virtually  impossi¬ 
ble  to  finance  new  projects,  such 
as  research  or  building  programs, 
out  of  the  city’s  regular  operating 
budget,  and  strongly  advised  me 
to  set  up  a  separate  foundation  to 
raise  funds  for  such  projects. 

That’s  how  the  Jerusalem 
Foundation  was  bom.  It  soon  (level¬ 


ing  mainly  to  Jerusalem's  "Arab 
population-. 

The  clinic  is  tun  by  a  health  fund, 
which  counts  107,000  of 
Jerusalem’s  170,000  Ards  among 
its  members.  I  believe  that  someone 
who  had  been  treated  in  this  clinic 
in  die  morning  would  be  highly 
unlikely  to  go  out  in  the  afternoon 
and  throw  stones  at  Israelis. 

In  addition  to  local  projects. 


The  Jerusalem  Foundation  has  been 
so  successful  because 
it  has  remained  apolitical 


EARLY  during  my  first  term  as 
mayor,  l  was  visited  by  some 
American  friends  who  asked  me 


oped  into  a  substantial  organization 
that  over  the  years  has  assumed 
responsibility  for  a  tremendous 
number  of  local  projects. 

One  of  the  foundation’s  most 
important  achievements  has  been 
to  make  the  city  green.  There  were 
no  trees  in  public  places  before  the 
foundation  started  its  activities;  no 
playgrounds,  no  parks.  Over  the 
years,  350  playgrounds  and  parks 
were  built  by  the  Jerusalem 
Foundation  in  cooperation  with  the 
municipality,  which  also  took  on 
the  responsibility  for  their  upkeep. 

New  institutions  were  created. 
One  project  the  Foundation  is  par¬ 
ticularly  proud  of  is  the  Sheikh 
Jarcah  Medical  Clinic,  staffed  by 
Arab  doctors  and  nurses  and  cater- 


there  are  those  that  benefit  the 
entire  population  of  Jerusalem:  the 
soccer  stadium,  the  Bloomfield 
Science  Museum,  and  the  enor¬ 
mously  popular  Tisch  Family 
Biblical  Zoo,  which  draws  over 
half  a  million  visitors  each  year. 


ONE  OF  the  reasons  the  founda¬ 
tion  has  been  able  to  attract  donors 
is  that  it  links  them  with  specific 
projects.  As  a  result,  the  contribu¬ 
tors  know  exactly  where  their 
money  is  going  and  can  identify 
with  the  project. 

Another  reason,  though,  is  that  the 
foundation  is  known  to  be  apolitical. 
At  the  start,  we  had  decided  that  it 
should  be  completely  separate  from 
the  municipality  or  any  other  pofiti- 


Going  on  vacation 


cal  body  and  refrained,  therefore, 
from  employing  city  officials. 

The.  foundation  has  always 
adhered  to  its  self-imposed  rales 
of  choosing  its  employees  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  qualifications,  regard¬ 
less  of  theif  party  affiliation.  And 
indeed,  the  projects  have  been 
apolitical 

With  the  management  of  the 
foundation  having  been  in  the  very 
capable  hands  of  Mrs.  Ruth 
Cheshin  and  an  excellent  staff 
almost  from  its  inception,  my  own 
role  -  in  accordance  with  the  strict 
separation  of  the  foundation  and 
municipality  administrations  -  has 
been  of  a  nominal  nature,  raaintyj- 
concerned  with  fund-raising.  ff 

The  same  honoraiy  position, 
that  of  chairman,  was  offered  to 
my  successor  at  City  Hall,  but  was 
rejected  by  him. 

The  reason  why  the  Jerusalem 
Foundation  could  not  accept 
■Mayor  Ehud  Olmert’s  demand  to 
be  made  the  controlling  executive 
was  its  concern  that  the  founda¬ 
tion  might  lose  its  independence, 
and  its  activities  would  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  same  political 
forces,  bureaucracy  and  red  tape 
that  inevitably  dominate  the  city  . 
council.  A 

When  we  created  the  Jerusalem 
Foundation,  our  dream  was  to 
make  this  city  a  place  where  all  its 
residents  would  Jive  in  harmony 
and  prosperity.  We  did  not  want 
politics  to  prevent  cultural  and 
public  welfare  projects  from  see¬ 
ing  the  light  of  day. 
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It  may  be  of  incidental  interest 
to  the  reader  what  are  the  disci- 
plines  of  the  newspaper  colum¬ 
nist,  two  of  them  relevant  to  this 
columnist,  writing  on  this  day. 

I’m  not  sure  it  is  anywhere  cast  in 
stone,  but  this  columnist,  perhaps 
because  of  seniority,  shares  with 
other  seniors  the  license  to  four 
weeks  of  vacation  per  year.  Mine  I 
covetously  distribute  here  and  there 
through  the  year,  with  the  fourth 
and  last  for  1998  about  to  begin. 

So  what  happens  on  the  eve  of  a 
vacation  from  writing  about  cur¬ 
rent  affairs?  A  vote  to  impeach  the 
president  is  held.  A  war  explodes 
over  Iraq,  a  very  strange  war  that 
is  also  very  short. 

Our  House  Speaker-elect  Rep. 
Bob  Livingston,  who  made  the 
critical  decision  to  reschedule  the 
impeachment  vote  despite  the 
strange  war.  was  himself  an  adul¬ 
terer,  it  turns  out. 

A  Republican  congressman  from 
South  Carolina,  a  guest  on  Crossfire, 
says  that  although  Livingston's 
“indiscretions"  —  that  word  was 
used,  "inappropriate  behavior"  hav¬ 
ing  got  shopworn  —  are  of  a  very 
different  order  from  what  President 
BiU  Clinton  did,  even  so,  (he  politi¬ 
cal  impact  of  the  disclosure  was  like¬ 
ly  to  affix'!  (he  debate. 

“Affect  the  debate?"  he  was 
asked?  How? 


WILLIAM  F.  BUCKLEY,  JR. 


“Well,  we  just  can’t  say.  can’t 
predict,  at  this  point,"  was  the 
answer.By  week's  end.  Livingston 
had  announced  he  was  resigning 
the  post  he’d  never  quite  held. 

This  on  vacation  eve. 

Then  there  was  the  chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  His  job  last 
Thursday  was  to  suggest  that 
Wednesday  was  an  opportune  day  to 
begin  the  attack  on  Iraq,  quite  apart 
from  any  political  developments  in 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  general  was  most  eager  to 
show  the  fruits  of  the  American 
assault,  so  he  came  out  with  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  barracks  compound. 

"Here,"  he  said  pointing  to  a 
photograph  of  the  compound,  “is 
how  it  looked  before.  Here,"  he 
moved  the  pointer  to  the  parallel 
picture  below,  “is  how  it  looks 
now."  The  buildings  were  gutted. 

Were  there  generals  and  admirals 
in  there,  gone  to  their  reward?  one 
journalist  asked.  The  general  did 
not  know,  could  not  answer  that. 

What  was  established  was-  that 
when  missiles  land,  they  do  a 
given  amount  of  damage  to  what 
they  land  on,  which  is  good  news 
inasmuch  as  the  missiles  cost  $i 
million  each,  and  we  fired  off  200 
of  them,  j ust  on  Wednesday. 


On  that  same  day  there  was 
much  fury  expressed  by  groups  of 
citizens  who  protested  what  they 
saw  as  the  imminent  impeachment 
of  their  president. 

Judiciary  Committee  Chairman 
Henry  Hyde  had  offhandedly 
asked  a  questioner.  Had  he  ever 
been  to  Auschwitz?  He  went  on  to 
say  that  that  is  the  kind  of  thing 
that  happens  if  you  neglect  the  role 
of  law.  That  line  of  expression 
("slippery  slope”  t  is  very  common 
to  lawyers,  and  one  heara  it  every 
day,  as  when  the  ACLU  warns  that 
if  you  permit  a  prayer  to  be  said  in 
a  public  school,  the  next  thin"  vou 
will  have  is  not  Auschwitz,  neces¬ 
sarily,  but  an  Established  Religion 

The  remark  was  biuerlv  panesr- 
ed  by  Elie  Wiesel.  who 'does  not 
like  to  hear  the  word  Auschwitz, 
used  to  illustrate  anything  other 
than...  Auschwitz. 


i  iy 


BUT  on  the  protest  front,  tempers 
are  frayed,  and  projections  are 
alarmed,  if  not  exactly  alarming. 
Harvard  law  protessnr  Alan 
Dcrshowitz,  who  protests  eVerv- 
tiung  on  Earth  except  the  guilt  of 
most  of  his  clients,  advised  every¬ 
one  that  a  vote  against  impeach¬ 
ment  was  a  vote  against  bb-otrv 


against  fundamentalism,  against 
anti-environmentalists,  against  the 
pro-life  movement. 

Author  Toni  Morrison  saw  him 
and  raised  him  one:  The  Hyde 
people  in  Congress  are  “an  arro¬ 
gant  theocracy  genuflecting  at  the 
knees  of  a  minority." 

Author  Blanche  Cook  dismissed 
tne  congressional  majority  as  "filthy 
mean-minded  swiny  people.”  set- 
ting  down  to  the  root  of  things. 

ElfzXth  i4  i  congresswoman 
Elizabeth  Holtzmau  gave  a  judicial 

explanation.  “What  is  at  stake  is  the 
nght  of  the  American  people,  by 
majonty  vote,  to  elect  a  president  of 
the  United  States  and  not  have  it 
undone^  by  moralizing,  sanctiroo- 
mous...  but  the  crowd  roared  over 

thnr  'u*}5'  leav?ng  m  10 wonder 
5?  Ms/  is  so  enthusiastic 

about  the  nght  of  the  American  peo- 
p!e.  who  chased  her  out  of  officeT 
J “me  to  be  leaving  the 
ct  unity.  On  the  other  hand  the 
way  it  sounds,  maybe  leaving  the 
country  ,s  exactly  the  thing  to 

~"*,g?r0Ul  betore  il’s  too  late;  get  ' 
out  before  the  swinish  theocracy 

Si  lfe  ‘Lself!  (Author  Tom 
Jfcolte  would  round  that  off  better- 
e  would  talk  about  “life  itself!!!") 
But  it  was  great  during  the  200- 
plus  years  it  lasted.  " 
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The  first  time  Paula  Robinson 
learned  she  was  pregnant 
with  triplets,  she  look  a  deep 
breath  and  counted  her  blessings. 
She  had  begun  to  think  she  might 
never  have  children.  Now,  after 
her  first  dose  of  clomiphine,  a  fer¬ 
tility  drug,  she  was  getting  an 
instant  family. 

“As  long  as  they  were  okay, 
that’s  all  I  cared'  about,”  the 
Pasadena,  Md„  woman  said 
recently,  thinking  back  to  that 
overwhelming  day  in  1984, 
'.^•^fiShe  was  not  so  sanguine  the  sec¬ 
ond  time.  Newly  remarried, 
Robinson  was  getting  3  sonogram 
two  years  ago  when  she  heard  her 
doctor  again  counting  to  three. 

“I  sat  right  up  and  said.  ‘There's 
not!'  “  recalled  Robinson,  who  this 
lime  had  undergone  in- vitro  fertil¬ 
ization  (IVF).  “1  figured  if  any¬ 
thing  maybe  twins,  but  never  in  a 
million  years  did  I  think  triplets.  It 
was  like  u  deja-vu  thing  again.” 

So  it  was  that  Nicole.  Jordan  and 
Joshua  last  year  joined  Jamie, 
Michelle.  Michael  and  Paula's 
husband,  Jeff,  to  round  out  the 
Robinson  family  at  eight. 

Robinson  is  rare  in  having  given 
birth  to  two  sets  of  triplets;  only 
four  other  American  moms  can 
ij^ke  the  same  claim,  according  to 
is?  Triplet  Connection,  a 
Stockton,  Calif.,  group  that  tracks 
multiple  births.  But  she  is  not  at 
all  unusual  in  having  given  birtb  to 
multiples  as  a  result  of  undergoing 
fertility  treatments. 

Those  treatments  still  fail  most 
of  the  time.  But  when  they  work, 
they  often  work  too  well.  Case  in 
point  -  the  extraordinary  birth  of 
eight  babies  to  a  27-year-old 
woman  in  Houston,  Texas  on 
Sunday. 

The  multiple  birth  rate  among 
women  gening  IVF  is  18  times 
that  of  the  general  population, 
according  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  Prevention  in 
Atlanta. 

,  Triplets,  quadruplets  and  higher- 
order  multiples  are  a  handful,  of 
course,  but  the  problem  goes  far 
beyond  the  mountains  of  diapers, 
the  sleepless  nights  and  the  crush¬ 
ing  food  bills. 

TRIPLETS  suffer  12  times  the 
infant-mortality  rate  associated 
with  singleton  births  and  are  bom 
on  average  about  six  weeks  early, 
putting  them  at  greatly  increased 
risk  of  neurological  defects,  eye 
and  lung  disorders,  and  develop¬ 
mental  and  behavioral  abnormali¬ 
ties. 

“I  personally  don't  consider 
triplets  to  be  a  success,"  said 
David  Frankfurter,  a  fertility  doc¬ 
tor  at  Women  &  Infants  Hospital 
of  Rhode  Island  in  Providence. 

•-  Quadruplets  fare  even  worse 
triplets,  and  studies  indicate 
jhat  parents  of  these  struggling 
foursomes  are  almost  always  clin¬ 
ically  depressed  by  the  end  of  the 
first  year. 

Yet  by  threes,  fours,  fives,  sixes 
and  sevens,  the  multiples  keep 
coining.  According  to  the  National 
Center  for  Health  Statistics,  the 
incidence  of  multiple  births  in  the 
US  bas  risen  sixfold  in  the  past  2 
1/2  decades,  with  1996  (the  latest 
year  for  which  figures  are  avail- 


With  multiple  births  skyrocketing  - 
like  the  octuplets  born  in  Texas 
this  week  —  fertility  specialists  are 
exploring  ways  to  ensure  that 
patients  go  home  with  one  or  two 
babies  at  most.  Rick  Weiss  reports 


Dr.  Brian  Kirshon,  who  delivered  the  first  known  surviving  set  of 
octuplets  this  week,  and  pediatrician  Patti  Savrick.  (ap; 


able)  showing  the  highest  increase 
ever.  Experts  agree  that  the  nation¬ 
wide  trend  is  almost  entirely  trace¬ 
able  to  fertility  clinics,  which 
intentionally  err  on  the  side  of 
overproduction  to  ensure  a  high 
success  rate. 

Now,  alarmed  and  embarrassed 
by  those  skyrocketing  numbers, 
reproductive  specialists  are 
exploring  novel  ways  to  ensure 
that  patients  go  home  with  babies, 
but  just  one  or  two. 

“Multiple  gestations  are  now  the 
most  common  complication  of 
assisted  repro- 


ductive  technol¬ 
ogy,  and  proba-  *|  don’t 

bly  the  most  .  . 

controversial,"  triplets 

said  William  B.  a  SUCCG 

Schoolcraft  of  _ 

the  Colorado  r"™ 

Center  for  David 

Reproductive  “  " 

Medicine  in 

Englewood,  one  of  several  spe¬ 
cialists  to  address  the  issue  at  the 
recent  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Society  for 
Reproductive  Medicine  in  San 
Francisco. 

MULTIPLE  births  are  haunting 
the  practice  of  assisted  reproduc¬ 
tive  technology  at  a  critical  time  in 
its  history. 

Sophisticated  methods  of 
manipulating  eggs  and  sperm  now 
allow  doctors  to  help  an  unprece¬ 
dented  portion  of  America’s  six. 
million  infertile  individuals.  At  the 
same  time,  public  attention  on  the 
industry’s  shortcomings  -  inflated 
success  rates  and  high  costs  -  has 
tarnished  the  field  and  catapulted 
it  to  the  brink  of  regulation. 

At  their  meeting,  many  fertility 
specialists  expressed  the  sentiment 
that  if  their  profession  doesn't 
move  soon  to  stem  the  tide  of  mul¬ 


tiples,  legislators,  health-care 
managers  or  insurers  will  impose 
restrictions. 

Many  insurance  companies  are 
already  hesitant  to  cover  fertility 
treatments,  and  the  epidemic  of 
multiple  births  is  one  reason.  At 
about  $10,000  per  effort,  the  cost 
of  in-vitro  fertilization  is  not  over¬ 
whelming  for  insurance  compa¬ 
nies.  But  the  long-term  medical 
costs  of  caring  for  even  a  single 
brain-damaged  triplet  can  run  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars. 

Patients  are  partially  responsible 
for  the  prob- 


i  don’t  consider 
triplets  to  be 
a  success’ 

-  fertility -doctor 
David  Frankfurter 


lem.  Fertility 
iOnsider  treatments  are 

,  -  difficult  and 

expensive,  so 
many  women 

ilitv  -doctor  Setting  IVF  - 

!”*y  -doctor  m  which 

rankfur^ter  embryos  are 

1  '  grown  in  labo¬ 

ratory  dishes 
and  then  transferred  to  a  woman’s 
uterus  -  insist  upon  having  four, 
five  or  more  embryos  transferred 
to  increase  the  odds  that  at  least 
one  or  two  will  survive.  Too  often, 
a  greater-ihan -expected  number  of 
them  become  babies. 

A  similar  problem  arises  in 
women  who  take  ovary-stimulat¬ 
ing  drugs  such  as  clomiphine, 
which  helps  them  make  extra  eggs 
for  fertilization  through  inter¬ 
course  or  artificial  insemination. 
Often  these  women's  ovaries  get 
overstimulated  and  produce  10  or 
more  eggs. 

In  those  cases,  the  risk  of  multi¬ 
ples  is  so  great  that  the  best 
option,  according  to  many  doctors, 
is  to  cancel  the  effort  and  try  again 
another  month. 

But  as  happened  with  the  moth¬ 
er  of  the  famous  Iowa  septuplets 
and  with  the  Texas  woman  who 
took  two  hormone-based  fertility 


drugs  to  produce  more  eggs,  many 
women  choose  to  go  ahead  any¬ 
way. 

Doctors  are  also  to  blame, 
experts  said,  because  they  want 
their  success  rates  to  remain  com¬ 
petitive. 

A  cautious  doctor  who  places 
only  two  IVF  embryos  in  a 
woman '5  womb  or  counsels  a 
woman  to  cancel  a  cycle  because 
of  ovarian  overstimulation  risks 
coming  up  empty-handed. 

All  this  bas  prompted  fertility 
researchers  to  focus  on  various 
strategies  for  reducing  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  multiple  births. 

AT  the  heart  of  the  IVF  multiple- 
birth  problem  is  an  unsolved  mys¬ 
tery:  Of  the  dozen  or  more 
embryos  that  a  couple  may  pro¬ 
duce  as  a  result  of  mixing  their 
eggs  and  sperm  in  a  laboratory 
dish,  which  ones  are  most  likely  to 
thrive? 

Under  current  practices,  these 
early  embryos  are  typically  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  woman's  uterus  after 
two  or  three  days  in  a  culture  dish, 
when  each  consists  of  about  eight 
cells.  That's  a  couple  of  days 
before  the  five-day  mark,  when  on 
embryo  is  naturally  ready  to  bur¬ 
row  into  the  uterine  lining  and 
grow.  But  until  recently,  embryos 
have  generally  not  done  well  in 
lab  dishes  much  beyond  three 
days. 

Doctors  try  their  best  to  choose 
the  few  best  embryos  for  transfer 
to  the  womb,  said  Rene  Fernandez 
Pelegrina,  director  of  the  Centro 
de  Fertilidad  del  Caribe  in  Rio 
Piedras,  Puerto  Rico. 

“Not  all  embiyos  produced  are 
going  to  be  normal,”  Pelegrina 
said.  “Our  job  is  to  select  the  best 
ones." 

Unfortunately,  although  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  of  them  are 
doomed  to  fail,  mast  3-day-old 
embryos  look  about  the  same.  So 
doctors  are  driven  to  hedge  their 
bets  and  transfer  four,  five  or  even 
more. 

That’s  what  happened  to 
Robinson  the  second  time.  After 
having  her  fallopian  tubes  tied  to 
prevent  further  pregnancies  after 
the  birth  of  her  first  triplets  and  her 
subsequent  divorce;  she  sutprised 
herself  by  falling  in  love  again  and 
marrying  a  man  who  had  never 
had  children. 

Her  sterilization  surgery,  it 
turned  out,  was  irreversible,  so  she 
turned  to  IVF  and  opted  to  have 
four  embryos  transferred  -  a  rea¬ 
sonable  number,  she  thought,  to 
ensure  becoming  pregnant  with  a 
baby  or  two. 

The  rest  is  reproductive  history. 
And  while  all  six  children  are  now 
healthy,  their  ordeals  as  infants  are 
a  reminder  of  the  difficulties  faced 
by  all  multiples. 

By  the  fourth  month  of  her  first 
pregnancy,  Robinson’s  doctors 
told  her  to  stop  working  and  stay 
in  bed  foil  time  to  prevent  prema¬ 
ture  labor.  At  month  five,  she  went 
into  labor  anyway.  Doctors  inter¬ 
rupted  the  labor  and  forestalled 
delivery,  but  for  just  two  months. 

Jamie  and  Michelle  were  bom  at 
about  4  1/2  pounds  each  and  got 
out  of  the  hospital  three  weeks 
later;  Michael  weighed  in  at  one 


Paula  Robinson,  with  husband  Jeff  and  her  two  sets  of  triplets:  One  can  count  too  many  blessings. 

(Washington  Post) 


pound  thirteen  ounces  and  spent  his 
first  two  months  in  intensive  care. 

During  her  second  pregnancy, 
Robinson  had  to  give  herself  daily 
shots  for  four  months  to  prevent 
premature  delivery.  Even  so,  the 
Itriplets  were  born  about  seven 


common.  Most  important  has  been 
the  development  of  special  nutri¬ 
ent  broths  that  allow  technicians  to 
keep  embryos  alive  in  the  labora¬ 
tory  for  a  foil  five  days. 

During  those  extra  two  days, 
microscopic  eight-cell  embryos 


,  weeks  eftrly,  the  heaviest  weighing  .  grow  into  so-called  blastocysts. 


3  1/2  pounds.  , 

“Josh  was  touch-and-go," 
Robinson  recalls.  “His  lungs  were 
undeveloped,  and  he  was  on  a  res¬ 
pirator  and  oxy- 


consisting  of  150  to  350  cells. 
That's  a  big  and  complicated 
enough  mass  of  cells  for  a  specialist 
to  tell  which  ones  are  most  likely  to 


gen  for  a  couple 
of  months.  Not  cJosli 

to  mention  the 

money.  It’s  been  W©re  I 

a  huge  financial  . 

crunch,”  she  respl 

T5r.  Alan  De-  * 

Chemey.  chair-  _  ^  ,  , 
man  of  obstet-  rauia 

rics  and  gyne-  - 

cology  at  the 

University  of  California,  Los 
Angeles  and  editor  in  chief  of  the 
journal  Fertility  and  Sterility,  esti¬ 
mated  that  caring  for  the  eight  pre¬ 
mature  Texas  babies  would  cost 
half  a  million  dollars  from  deliv¬ 
ery  until  the  time  they  went  home. 

RECENT  advances  stand  to  make 
such  complications  much  less 


“In  embryos,"  Behr  said,  “five 
days  is  like  mile  22  in  the 
marathon.” 

Behr  was  among  several 
researchers  who  presented  data  at 
the  San  Francisco  meeting  to  show 
that  by  waiting  until  embiyos  grow 
to,  the’  blastocyst  stage  ainu  picking 
the  healthiest-looking  oqes.  doctors 
can  transfer  fewer  embryos  to 
women's  wombs  and  significantly 
lower  the  odds  of  multiple  births 
without -compro 


‘Josh  was  touch-and-go.  His  lungs 
were  undeveloped,  and  he  was  on  a 
respirator  for  a  couple  of  months. 
It’s  been  a  huge  financial  crunch’ 
Paula  Robinson,  mother  of  two  sets  of  triplets 


grow  well  and  develop  into  babies. 

“If  you’re  looking  at  a  marathon 
race  and  you  look  at  the  five-  or  10- 
raile  mark,  it’s  really  too  early  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  who’s  going  to  win,  but  at 
the  22-mile  mark  the  few  people  in 
front  are  probably  going  to  be  the 
winners.”  said  Barry  Behr,  director 
of  the  infertility  laboratory  at 
Stanford  University  Medical  Center: 


mi  sing  overall 
lungs  pregnancy  rates. 

In  a  study  led  by 
S  On  a  Schoolcraft,  for 

..  example,  a 

nins.  transfer  of  just 

inch*  Ihree  btastocysfc 

men  t0  a  Roman's 

_f  .-i-i**-  womb  was  as 

of  triplets  likely  to  result  in 

- —  a  pregnancy  as  a 

■**  transfer  of  four 

earlier-stage  embiyos.  At  Stanford, 
doctors  have  recently  become  so 
confident  in  their  abifity  to  identify 
the  most  robust  blastocysts  that  they 
now  typically  transfer  just  two  to  the 
womb,  making  it  virtually  impossi¬ 
ble  to  get  triplets  and  often  giving 
women  a  single,  healthy  baby. 
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Alex  -  Building  a  Life 

^  Alex  Singer  _ _ 


H  Alex  Singer  was  a  hero.  After  making 
Aliyah  from  the  United  States,  and 
^  serving  as  an  infantry  officer  in 
the  EDF,  he  was  tragically  killed 
while  saving  a  comrade  under  heavy 
» .  fire  in  Southern  Lebanon.  Alex- 
g  ftuilfimg  a  Life  is  a  poignant  selection 
a  from  his  letters,  journal  entries 
I*  and  drawings. 

1  '  - 
Alex-Budding  A  Life  uriH  hold  your 

H  attention  from  beginning  to  end. 

H  It  will  pull  at  your  heart,  bring  tears 

m  to  your  eyes  and  make  you  think. 


f*r  ^  The  Jews  of  Lithuania  * 

^^^Masha  Greenhaum  _ 

|  The  full  and  fascinating  history  of 
|  this  remarkable  700-year-old 
|  community,  from  its  beginning 
|  in  the  early  part  of  the  14th  century 
1  until  its  virtual  destruction  during 
|  the  Holocaust 

s|  A  comprehensive,  meticulously 
|  researched  ami  eminently  readable 
sourcebook  charting  the  rise  and 
I  fall  of  this  once-vibrant  Jewish 


Jewish  World  News  1  community. 


k-f  P/B  •  288  pp  *  NIS  39 


The  Jerusalem  Report 


ggr  Israel  On  Broadway - 
America:  Off-Broadway 
fi^^^^DavidJ.  Forman 

|  Daring  and  honest,  David  Forman 
§  enters  the  ring  of  Israel-Diaspora 
I  relations  and  pulls  no  punches 
|  defending  his  vision  of  a  healthy 
1  Judaism  for  the  next  millennium. 

I  Anyone  who  cares  about  the  continued 
li  vitality  of  Israel  and  the  Jewish  people, 
t  must  read  this  book  „  ^  , 

m  '  AlanDershowitz 

i  Clear  and  compelling! 

M  EzerWeizman 

1  President  of  Israel 
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H/C  •  290  pp*  NIS  70 


gi 


Baghdad 

If  ..'and'  |^BHb|| 


iSS 


If WESB8GKMK  r ,,SL uuu*  y* 

a  aVA  .  ■.'&•-  ,'^.l  _  v  35WT  j 

To  Baghdad  and  Back  -  He  Was  Good  To  His  Mother  %  For  your  most  precious  memories!  | 

Mordechai  Ben-Porat  teA  PnKort  .r  I  .ike  a  hnnnH  Irpa^iire  rhfcst  rife 


MazalTov 

^^y’s  First  Record  Book 


^^Moraeaiai  Ken-rorat _ ^  Robert  Rockaway  ..f  Like  a  bound  treasure  chest,  rg 

I  Mazal  7bv  stores  your  child’s  memorable 

130,000 Jews  Saved  From  Iraq!  g  From  Buga/  Siegalto  Dutch  Schultz,  ^  firsts.  Nondenominational,  with  a  g 

A  fascinating  and  important  story,  |  you'll  get  the  inside-scoop  on  \-l  fitting  Biblical  quotation  inscribed  in  jp 

it  retells  the  Ktfie  known  but  dramatic  |  America's  toughest,  meanest  and  jjJ  Hebrew  and  English  on  each  page,  || 

account  of  the  130,000  Jews  who  I  deadliest  Jewish  mobsters.  ^  Mazal  Too  includes  important  events  3 
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the  early  1950's.  A  superb  narrator,  /■  over  20  great  photographs  of  k  Mitzoak..  “  and  *My  marriage'  to-  S 

operation  organizer  Mordechai  I  these  not-so-nice  Jewish  boys,  it's  A  make  it  a  colorful  confirmation  of  g 

Ben-Porat  takes  you  on  a  thrilling  f  an  offer  you  can't  refuse'.  «i  Jewish  tradition. 

historical  ride  filled  with  hurdles,  1  k  shore.  | 

intrigue  and  danger.  *  Lively  and  entertaining!  *  g* 
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A  gripping  drama!  '»  v± 
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Tuesday, 


December 22, 1998  The Jen^alemPost 


I’m  feeling  caught 
in  the  middle 


Sensation  on  a  string 


i 


Dear  Ruthie, 

About  two 
years  ago .  my 
best  friend  had  a  terri¬ 
ble  falling  out  with  her 
employer,  a  woman  she 
and  I  had  been  very 
friendly  with  while  she 
was  working  at  her  last 
job.  Out  af  loyally  to 
my  friend,  /  stopped 
seeing  this  woman 
socially,  though  we  had 
never  had  any  actual 
fight.  Since  then,  much 
has  happened  in  all  our 
lives:  Each  of  us  has  moved  to  a 
different  city;  each  of  us  has  found 
another  job;  and  two  of  us  have 
gotten  divorced. 

Recently,  my  friend  went  into 
therapy  which,  she  says,  has  helped 
her  "see  the  light ”7  couldn't  be 
happier  for  her  She  and  I  have 
both  gone  through  a  very  rough 
period  in  our  lives,  and  have  been 
searching  for  some  degree  of  inner 
peace. 

My  problem  is  this:  About  three 
weeks  ago,  my  friend  decided  it 
was  time  to  bury  the  hatchet  with 
this  other  woman.  We  discussed 
how  the  “falling  out"  had  hap¬ 
pened,  and  in  what  way  my  friend 
was  just  as  responsible  for  the  rift 
as  the  other  woman.  Then  she 
made  the  fateful  phone  call  and  the 
two  of  them  decided  to  meet. 

During  their  heart-to-heart  talk, 
they  agreed  not  to  let  silly  things 
get  in  the  way  of  their  friendship 
anymore,  and  they  also  spoke  of  my 
part  in  the  whole  business. 

The  next  day.  this  woman  phoned 
me  and  we  had  a  wonderful  talk,  at 
the  end  of  which  she  asked  if  l 
could  come  to  visit  her  for  the 
weekend.  I  agreed. 

But  when  l  told  this  to  my  friend 
she  responded  coldly.  /  got  the  dis¬ 
tinct  feeling  that  she  felt  I  was 
“ moving  in"  on  her  new-old 
friendship. 

Quickly.  I  made  an  excuse  about 
not  being  able  to  visit  this  woman 
for  the  weekend.  Now  she  is  behav¬ 
ing  coldly  toward  me. 

Although  !  was  instrumental  in 
helping  the  two  women  patch 
things  up.  I  feel  they  are  now  both 
angry  at  me.  I  don  7  know  what  to 
do. 

Caught  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Crossfire 

Somewhere  in  Israel 


has  a  deep-seared  seed 
to  be  angry  with  some¬ 
one  she  is  close  to.  Her 
relations  with  people 
seem  to  be  character¬ 
ized  by  cycles  of 
entanglement  and 
estrangement.  These 
cycles  undoubtedly 
coincide  with  any 
internal  ups  and  downs 
she  is  experiencing. 

In  other  words,  they 
have  less  to  do  with 
what  she  is  feeling 
toward  others  at  any 
given  moment  and  more  to  do  with 
what  she  is  feeling  toward  herself. 
It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  she  has 
been  “searching  for  some  degree  of 
inner  peace.” 

The  question  here,  however,  is 
not  what  you  should  do  about  your 
friend,  any  more  than-  it  is  about 
whether  you  should  resume  your 
contact  with  the  other  woman. 
Whar  you  really  need  to  ask  your¬ 
self  is  how  you  are  involved  in  the 
triangle,  and  why  you  feel  “caught 
in  the  middle.” 

From  what  you  describe,  your 
role  has  been  one  of  appeasement 
in  relation  to  your  best  friend. 
When  she  had  a  falling-out  with 
this  other  woman,  you  followed 
suit  -  in  spite  of  having  no  specific 
gripe  in  relation  to  hen  You  refer  to 
this  appeasement  as  “loyalty.”  but  if 
you  take  a  look  at  rite  pattern  that 
characterizes  your  relationship 
with  this  friend,  you  might  discov¬ 
er  that  “loyalty”  is  a  euphemism  for 
fear  of  wrath. 

indeed,  as  soon  as  you  sensed 
coldness  in  her  most  recent 
response,  you  immediately  can¬ 
celed  your  scheduled  date  with  the 
other  woman.  Now  you're  feeling 
betrayed  since  both  of  them  are 
angry  at  you,  when  all  you  have 
tried  to  do  is  remain  in  their  good 
graces. 

When  you  can  understand  th3t 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  being 
"caught”  in  the  middle  -  only  fear 
of  arousing  ire  on  one  side  or  anoth¬ 
er  -  you  will  be  able  to  make  your 
own  decisions  about  your  social 
life.  As  someone  who.  like  your 
friend,  is  on  a  quest  for  inner  peace, 
this  would  be  a  great  place  to  start. 


Yos-yos  have  had  their  ups  and 
downs,  but  the  makers  of  X-Brain, 
Cold  Fusion,  Fireball  and  their  ilk 
are  definitely  on  a  roll, 

Elizabeth  Large  writes 


'  i*  ■  •  -  ,  . 

.  Deqr  Caught  in  the  Middle,. . 

"ft  sounds,  as  foough.-your  friend 


Letters  should  be  addressed  to: 
* Dear  Ruthie,  ’  FOB  81 , 
Jerusalem  91000.  For  e-mail: 
mthie@jposLco.il  (‘Dear  Ruthie’ 
also  appears  in  In  Jerusalem  and 
in  City  Lights  on  Fridays.)  > 


One  of  the  hardest  toys  to 
find  these  days  is  the  X- 
Brain.  That’s  a  Yoraega  X- 
Brain.  As  in  yo-yo.  You  know, 
two  discs  and  an  axle  that  go  up 
and  down  on  a  string. 

But  the  scarcity  of  the  X-Brain 
is  oniy  the  most  obvious  sign  of 
what  may  be  the  biggest  yo-yo 
craze  since  the  late  1920s,  when 
the  toy  was  first  marketed  in  the 
United  States. 

During  the  ’90s,  yo-yo  sales 
have  been  averaging  around  10 
million  a  year,  but  industry  ana¬ 
lysts  are  miking  about  sales  of 
100  million  for  1998. 

“They're  selling  incredibly," 
said  Jeri  Thorton,  manager  of  the 
F.A-O.  Schwarz  store  in  Towson. 
Md.  “Every  other  customer  who 
comes  in  wants  to  know  if  we 
have  yo-yos.”  Twelve-year-old 
Chris  Pund,  who  owns  10  or  II 
models,  said  he  got  back  into  yo- 
yoing  this  summer  because  his 
friends  all  bad  them. 

He  finds  the  new  yo-yos  like  his 
Yomega  Fireball  a  big  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  one  he  had  when  be 
was  younger.  “It  stays  down 
longer,”  Chris  said. 

But  the  rebirth  of  the  yo-yo 
isn't  just  a  toy  story;  it’s  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  American  marketing  at  its 
finest 

You  have  a  low-tech  toy  like  a 
wooden  or  plastic  yo-yo  that 
every  parent  in  America  would 
approve  of.  Now  you  have  to  sell 
it  to  the  kids. 

So  you  add  some  high-tech  fea¬ 
tures  like  Yomega’s  “patented 
clutch  system  ”  which  brings  the 
yo-yo  back  automatically,  or 
metal  ball  bearings  and  other 
mechanisms  that  increase  sleep 
time.  (When  you  throw  the  yo-yo 
down  and  let  it  spin  until  it  dies, 
that's  its  sleep  time.)  If  there’s 
more  sleep  time,  the  yo-yoer  has 
more  time  to  do  tricks  -  which  is. 
alter  all,  the  whole  fun  of  owning 
ayp-yo. 

^  Suddenly  that  classic  toy.  has 
become  ‘  a  high -performance 
machine.  •  1  :  ■  f 


Just  as  important,  you  give  your 
yo-yos  names  like  Brain  and  X- 
Brain,  Fireball,  Silver  Bullet, 
ProYo  II  and  Turbo  Bumblebee. 
You  add  wild  colors  or  fashion 
your  yo-yos  out  of  see-through 
plastic.  You  manufacture  models 
that  glow  in  the  dark,  strobe, 
change  colors  or  make  sounds. 

You  have  a  Web  site,  of  course. 
Yo-yo  Web  sites  get  as  many  as 
half  a  million  hits  a  month  from 
as  far  away  as  Vietnam. 

Then  you  start  competitions, 
how-to  classes  in  retail  stores  and 
even  exclusive  clubs  like  Team 
Yomega.  (You  can’t  be  a  member 
until  you’ve  taken  the  classes  and 
mastered  37  tricks.)  “It’s  no 
longer  a  toy,” 

Yomega’s  Jane  Howes  said, 
“Yo-yoing  is  becoming  a  sport,  an 
extreme  sport  like  snowboarding 
or  Roller-blading.”  Those  in  the 
know  call  it  yoing. 

And  if  you  really  want  to  start  a 
craze,  you  launch  your  first 
national  TV  campaign  (as 
Yomega  did  this  fall),  or  hire  a 
public  relations  firm  (as 
Playmaxx  did  this  year  for  the 
first  time). 

But  if  the  craze  is  going  to  take 
off.  as  this  one  has,  you  have  to 
count  on  a  little  luck. 

“For  boys  there’s  not  a  new  hot 
toy  this  year”  David  Barber,  of 
Playmaxx,  said.  That  helps  yo¬ 
yos” 

Yoyo  manufacturers  better  not 
count  their  chickens.  Seven-year- 
old  Dillon  Waitkus  said  he  asked 
for  a  yo-yo  after  seeing  one  of 
Yomega’s  commercials.  “My 
granddad  showed  me  how  to  use 
it”  Dillon  said. 

But  even  though  his  yo-yo  is 
his  favorite  toy  right  now,  he  has 
asked  for  a  PlayStation.  “Then 
it'  II  be  my  favorite  toy.”  Dillon 
actually  owns  not  one  but  two 
Yomesas,  a  Brain  and  a  Fireball. 


YOU  would  think  kids  would 
only  need  one  yoryo.,  After  all. 
most  people  can  play  with  only 
one  at  a  time.  1 11  • :  * 
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A  classic  toy  has  become  a  high-performance  machine,  with  one 
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Yo-yos  go  back  a  long  way 


What  look  like  yo-yos 
have  turned  up  on 
ancient  Greek  vases. 

In  the  late  18th  century,  the  toy 
resurfaced  in  Europe.  Hie 
English  called  the  yo-yo  a  ban- 
dalore  or  “incroyable”  (from  the 
French  word  for  “incredible”).  It 
was  a  favorite  with  George  TV. 

The  French  aristocracy  got  in 
on  the  craze,  too.  The  yo-yo 
came  to  be  known  as  Temi- 
grette,”  perhaps  because  it  “emi¬ 
grated”  from  England  or  perhaps 
because  so  many  of  the  yo-yoing 
rich  were  forced  to  emigrate  dur¬ 
ing  the  Reign  of  Tenor. 

The  toy  came  to  the  US  from  the 
Philippines,  where  it  was  enor¬ 


mously  popular.  (‘‘Yo-yo”  is  said 
to  mean  “come  come”  in  Tagalog, 
the  native  Philippine  language.) 

Filipino  Pedro  Flores  is 
believed  to  have  developed'  the 
modern  yo-yo,  with  an  axle  so 
the  toy  could  “sleep”  -  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  kids  could  Walk,  the  Dog 
and  Rock  die  Baby. 

In  the  1920s,  entrepreneur 
Donald  Duncan  bought  Flores' 
company  and  registered  filename 
with  the  US  Patent  Office.  His 
slogan  was.  ‘Tf  it's  not  a  Duncan, 
it’s  not  a  yo-yo.” 

Until  the  ’60s,  other  companies 
had  to  call  them  “return  tops”  or 
use  the  word  illegally. 

(The  Baltimore  Sun) 


But  yo-yos  have  also  became 
collectors'  items;  and  because 
they  are  reasonably  priced  com- 


pareiTTo  a  lot  of  collectibles 
(inspy  of  the  most  popular  ones 
corf  from  $4  to  $12),  youngsters 


can  afford  to  collect  as  many  as 
no  or  30  different  models. 

Of  course,  not  evety  yo-yo  is 
reasonably  pncai.  Haymax*  s 
new  Cold  Fusion  sells  for  Sl50.  lt 
makes  Yomega’s  Meudbc  Missile 
look  like  a  bargain  at  $  1 ». 

Remember,  foafs  two  discs,  an 
axle  and  some  string.  Yes.  string. 
100  percent  cotton  is  still  the 

best.  .. 

OK  Cold  Fusions  discs  are 
high-strength  aluminum,  and  the 
aide  is  a  ball-bearing  axle.  At  a 
national  competition  this  year,  foe 
Cold  Fusion  set  a  new  record  for 
sleeping,  7  minutes  and  8  sec¬ 
onds.  (The  world  record  for  a  tra¬ 
ditional  yo-yo  sleep  time  was  53 
seconds.) 

But  still.  $150.  Who  s  buy^ 
this  yo-yo?  Not  just  the  profes¬ 
sional  yo-yoists  and  collectors 
you’d  expect.  Barber  said.  Some 
are  being  sold  to  parents. 

“For  some  kids,  it’s  foe  one 
thing  they  want,”  he  said. 

Yo-yo  enthusiasts  -  with  many 
exceptions,  including  foe  1998 
world  champion.  18-year-old 
Jennifer  Baybrook  -  are  boys. 
Specifically,  boys  ages  7  to  14  or 

Since  foe  '20s,  there  have  been 
yo-yo  booms  and  busts,  but  ana¬ 
lysts  seem  to  agree  that  none  has 
been  as  dramatic  as  foe  current 
one. 

Some  link  the  up-and-down 
popularity  of  foe  yo-yo  with  foe 
narrow  window  of  opportunitjppr 
getting  a  boy  hooked.  The  ^oy 
gets  hot  again  when  a  new  group 
of  boys  discovers  it,  said  Chris 
Byrne,  editor  of  Playthings 
MarketWatch,  a  trade  publication. 

“The  yo-yo  is  an  evergreen.” 
It’s  a  theory,  anyway. 

Stuart  Crump  Jr.,  editor  of  foe 
newsletter  Yo-Yo  Times,  said, 
“There  seems  to  be  a  seven-year 
cycle.” 

Manufacturers.  meanwhile, 
have  tried  to  up  their  sales  to 
females,  without  much  success. 

“We  made  them  in  girl-type  col¬ 
ors  like  pink,  but  they  just  didn't 
sell,”  Baiber  said. 

So  in  schoolyards  all  over 
America,  it's  mostly  boys  who  are 
doing  the  Brain  Twister  with  som  - 
ersatdts  and  a  Skin  the  Cat  di>® 
mount,  the  Man  on  the  Trapeze? 
with  an  upward  toss  dismount  - 
even  foe  Atom  Smasher. 

“It's  like  the  chicken  pox.” 
Howes  said.  “One  child  has  it, 
and  then  they  all  do.” 

(The  BaJtimoreSon) 


CHILDREN 

Continued  from  Page  9 


That’s  what  happened  in 
October,  when  40-year-old  Holly 
Rodriguez  of  Pleasanton,  Calif., 
gave  birth  to  daughter  Lauren. 
Rodriguez  and  her  husband,  38- 
year-old  Terry  Stover,  had  pro¬ 
duced  nine  embryos  at  a  Bay  Area 
fertility  clinic  io  February  when 
their  doctor  told  them  about  foe 
blastocyst  option.  They  went  for  it 

“Our  perspective  was,  we'd 
rather  have  less  embryos  put  in 
and  a  higher  implantation  rate,” 
Rodriguez  said.  “We  also  didn't 
want  to  have  to  deal  with  foe  idea 
of  selective  reduction,”  she  said,  in 
which  doctors  abort  one  or  more 
fetuses  in  a  multiple  gestation. 
“And  we  did  not  want  a  'litter*  at 
this  stage  in  our  lives.  Looking  at 
foe  health  issues,  it  just  did  not 
make  sense.” 

It  was  frightening,  Rodriguez 
said,  to  learn  each  day  foal  anoth¬ 
er  couple  of  their  embryos  had 
succumbed  in  foe  lab  -  embryos 
that  could  have  been  placed  in  her 
uterus  starting  on  day  three.  But 
they  waited.  Finally,  on  day  five, 
her  doctor  selected  foe  two  healfo- 
iest-looking  blastocysts  and  trans¬ 
ferred  them  to  her  womb. 
(Another  one,  which  Rodriguez 
calls  “our  freezer  baby,"  has  been 
frozen  for  possible  use  later.)  The 
more  tenacious  of  those  two 
became  Lauren. 


With  many  of  these  research 
tests  now  poised  to  get  their  debuts 
in  fertility  clinics,  and  with  blasto¬ 
cyst  techniques  already  lowering 
the  odds  of  producing  multiple 
births,  some  experts  have  begun  to 
argue  that  old-fashioned  3-day-old 
embryo  transfers  should  become  a 
thing  of  the  past 

“Blastocyst  transfers  should  not 
be  the  exception,  but  should  be  the 
rule  in  IVF  programs,”  a  French 
team  concluded  at  foe  meeting. 

But  not  everyone  is  convinced. 

Some  researchers  question  foe 
wisdom  of  keeping  embryos  in  a 
laboratory  dish  for  a  full  five  days, 
reasoning  that  the  womb  is  the 
place  where  these  cells  are  most 
likely  to  develop  normally.  That 
fear  is  mostly  theoretical;  no  one 
has  shown  that  embryos  suffer 
genetic  damage  as  a  result  of 
being  cultured  for  an  extra  few 
days. 

But  a  few  teams  have  made  foe 
surprising  observation  that  labora¬ 
tory-reared  blastocysts  seem  espe¬ 
cially  prone  to  splitting  in  half 
once  they  are  in  foe  womb,  where 


HOW  do  doctors  select  the  most 
promising  blastocysts?  Much  of 
the  art  is  essentially  esthetic  -  a 
matter  of  seeing  which  ones  have 
foe  plumpest  cells  and  foe  fewest 
ruffles  that  may  be  the  signs  of 
faltering  embryonic  develop¬ 
ment. 

Increasingly,  however,  doctors 
are  also  using  genetic  tests.  Unlike 
early  eight-celled  embryos,  which 
need  practically  every  cell  they’ve 
got  if  they  are  to  survive,  blasto¬ 
cysts  have  plenty  of  extra  cells  to 
spare  for  testing.  Geneticists  can 
remove  10  or  12  representative 
cells  from  these  masses  and  con¬ 
duct  various  tests. 

Researchers  at  foe  reproductive 
specialists'  meeting  in  October 
described  several  new  tests  they’d 
devised,  each  of  which  can  be  con¬ 
ducted  on  a  single  cell  removed 
from  a  blastocyst 

These  tests  are  not  looking  for 
inherited  diseases  (although 
many  such  tests  exist  and  are 
available  to  families  with  a  histo¬ 
ry  of  those  diseases).  Rather,  they 
detect  genes  that  are  associated 
with  faster  or  better  embryo 
growth  or.  in  one  fascinating 
example,  a  gene  that  helps 
embryos  cling  more  securely  to 
foe  uterine  lining  -  in  effect,  an 
anti-miscarriage  gene. 


*We  did  not 
want  a  “litter" 
at  this  stage 
in  our  lives. 

It  Just  did  not 
make  sense’ 


-  Holly  Rodriguez, 
mother  of  Lauren 


they  develop  into  identical  twins  - 
an  ironic  complication  for  a 
method  intended  to  reduce  the 
occurrence  of  multiple  births. 

At  least  three  centers  have  spot¬ 
ted  such  a  trend.  In  one  study  led 
by  Ellen  Rijnders.  an  rVF  special¬ 
ist  at  foe  Reinier  de  Graaf  Groep 
in  Voorburg,  Holland,  embryos 
transferred  to  the  womb  at  the 
blastocyst  stage  gave  rise  to  iden¬ 
tical  (monozygotic)  twins  45 
tunes  more  often  than  did  embryos 
transferred  at  the  two-  or  three-day 
stage. 

"Monozygotic  twins  are  not 
something  to  be  happy  about 
because  of  the  medical  conse¬ 
quences,”  Rijnders  said.  Identical 
twins  are  twice  as  likely  to  die 
within  foe  first  few  days  after  birth 
as  are  nonidenticai  twins,  for 
example.  And  nonidentical  twins 
themselves  are  already  twice  as 
likely  to  die  during  that  period  as 
are  singleton  babies  -  facts  that 
leave  Rijnders  questioning  the 
rush  to  blastocyst  culture. 

"Blastocyst  transfer  is  becoming 
more  and  more  popular”  she  saidj 


“but  it’s  still  a  new  technique.” 

Others  have  expressed  concern 
that  foe  growing  use  of  genetic 
tests  to  identify  and  select  those 
blastocysts  deemed  “most  likely  to 
succeed”  can  amount  to  a  form  of 
molecular  eugenics.  Nobody 
knows  whether  foe  traits  that  give 
these  embryos  a  competitive  edge 
during  foe  first  five  days  of  life  are 
linked  to  other  traits  -  positive  or 
negative  -  that  will  emerge  f  ; 
childhood  or  adulthood,  such  that 
a  certain  kind  of  person  is  being 
inadvertently  selected  while 
another  kind  is  being  discriminat¬ 
ed  against 

For  a  growing  number  of  fertili¬ 
ty  specialists,  however,  such  con¬ 
cerns  are  outweighed  by  the 
immediacy  of  foe  multiple-birth 
epidemic  -  and  foe  fear  that  if 
blastocyst  transfer  or  some  other 
technique  does  not  put  the  brakes 
on  that  spiraling  trend,  then  some¬ 
one  else  is  going  to  foist  restrictive 
policies  on  foe  medical  specialty.  A 

Already  several  European  coun-  V- 
tries  have  passed  regulations 
restricting  to  three  foe  number  of 
embryos  that  fertility  doctors  can 
place  in  women’s  wombs.  In 
Australia,  a  recently  passed  law 
limits  doctors  to  transferring  only 
two. 

In  the  United  States,  where  doc¬ 
tors  have  traditionally  enjoyed 
more  autonomy  over  the  way  they 
practice  medicine,  no  such  restric¬ 
tions  exist.  Indeed,  they  have  been 
resisted  by  practitioners,  in  part 
because  of  an  acute  awareness  that 
if  such  limits  were  put  in  place, 
take-home  baby  rates  would 
quickly  fall. 

But  pressure  is  building  for  doc¬ 
tors  to  show  some  restraint.  In 
January,  the  American  Society  for 
Reproductive  Medicine  released 
its  first  “practice  guidelines”  with  i 
recommendations  on  how  many  $ 
embryos  ought  to  be  transferred  to  7 
foe  womb.  The  society  wants  to 
use  voluntary  guidelines  as  a  way 
of  reining  doctors  and  patients  in. 

Lately  there  has  even  been  some 
talk  within  the  organization  of 
making  those  guidelines  less  vol- 
untary,  although  how  such  rules 

unclear.  rem”ns 

Bj£iven  J1*  highly  competitive 
nature  of  the  fertility  business, 
where  prospective  patient s  now 
scan  Web  sites  and  federally  gafo- 

have  the  highest  success  rates,  any 
policy  that  has  a  negative  impact 
on  pregnancy  rates  is  sure  to  draufc 
doctors  ire.  But  one  way  or  anotlj* 

s-aid  .fertil«ty  specialist 
Pelegnna,  doctors  are  going  to 
have  to  face  foe  fact  that  foe  era  of 
medically  induced  multiple  births 
must  come  to  an  end. 

**  a  m°vemenL" 
be  said.  We  must  change  our 
ways.  (The  Washington  Post) 
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ARTS&  ENTERTAINMENT 


1 


Seal’s  soulful  class 


Seal  remains  an  enigma  on  the 
pop  scene.  Every  three  years 
or  so,  the  hunk  with  the 
scarred  face  emerges  from  obliv¬ 
ion  with  another  moving  touch  of 
soulful  class.  Human  Being  is  no 
exception,  with  much  of  the  mate¬ 
rial  rising  to  new  melodic  heights 
only  hinted  at  on  his  two  previous 
discs. 

The  title  track  and 


In  Tune 


By  David  Brinn 


HUMAN  BEING 
(Hed  Artzj) 

AQUARIUM 
Aqua 

(Hed  Aitd) 

ONE  WISH 
Deborah  Cox 

(HedArtzf) 

THIS  WAY 
Total  Touch 
(NMD 

EDYTA  GORNIAK 
Edyta  Corniak 
(NMC) 


reprised  at  the  end  of  the  disc,  pro¬ 
viding  an  emotional  bookencL 
Seal  easily  slips  in  and  out  of 
sophisticated  sou],  acoustic  tunes 
and  modern  production,  uni¬ 
fying  it  all  with  his  intense 
but  not  overwrought 
delivery.  George 
Michael  and  Michael 
Bolton  could  only 
dream  of  possessing 
the  unforced  vulnera¬ 
bility  and  compassion 
that  Seal  brings  Lo 
make  otherwise  ordi¬ 
nary  pop  sound  like  a 
convincing  appeal 
from  the  bean 
With  typically  lush, 
complex  production 
from  British  hitxnak- 
er  Trevor  Horn. 
Seal’s  velvety 
voice  never 
sounded  more 
alive.  Although 
the  disc  loses 
steam  in  the  middle 
with  a  series  of  overly 
placid  ballads.  Human  Being  is 
still  a  welcome  visit  by  the  gifted 
brothe^frora  another  planet. 

Qif^.LprjJjr  ^^•■^ungster’^'' 
'stocking  cduld  be  complete  with¬ 
out  a  Limited  Christmas  Edition 
of  Aqua’s  Aquarium ?  Candy- 
coated  "greatest  hit”  like  “Barbie 
Girl”  and  10  other  pre-teen  pop 
sound-alikes  are  matched  with 
five  pointless  bonus  tracks,  mak¬ 


ing  this  a  present  Santa  should  be 
stopped  from  delivering  at  all 
costs. 

DEBORAH  Cox’s  One  Wish  may 
at  first  seem  to  be  another  lame 
attempt  at  what  passes  these  days 
for  R&.B  (apologies  to  Sam  & 
Dave.  Big  Joe  Tbmer.  er  af.)  But 
what  sets  this  apart  from  the  pack 
is  her  refusal  to  smother  the  music 
in  reverb  or  a  rapping  back  beat- 
Perhaps  the  best  example  of  the 
Canadian  singer's  free  spirit  is  the 
first  single,  “Nobody's  Supposed 
to  Be  Here.”  The  song,  a  soul  bal¬ 
lad  with  heavy  gospel  influence, 
has  Cox  belting  it  out  in  stark  con¬ 
trast  to  the  overproduced  numbers 
heard  over  the  airwaves  these 
days.  The  lyrics  are  forgettable, 
but  she’s  able  to  save  them  by  the 
virtue  of  her  vocal  ability.  You 
won't  even  mind  tbe  two' dance 
remixes  that  close  the  disc.  Cox 
may  not  be  ready  to  be  mentioned 
in  the  same  breath  as  Sam  &  Dave, 
but  hold  on,  she’s  coming. 

THE  Dutch  aggregate  Total  Touch 
has  been  watching  too  much  MTV 
Europe. 

Tii is  Way  is  an  unsuccessful  Low 
Countiy/low-rent  clone  of  tbe  diva 
sound  perfected  by  Mariah  Carey 
and  Whitney  Houston. 

Complete  with  an  opening  rap 
backtrack  and  minutes  of  orgas¬ 
mic  groaning  in  echo  heaven.  This 
Way  uses  every  dance-music 
cliche  it  can  copy  off  the  videos. 
For  a  more  authentic  taste  of 
Holland,  better  to  stick  to  import¬ 
ing  Dutch  cheese. 

ALREADY  a  superstar  in  her 
native  Poland,  Edyta  Gomiak  is 
ready  to  conquer  the  rest  of  the 
world  on  her  English-language 
self-titled  debuL 

Local  listeners  may  recall  that 
she  placed  second  in  1994'$ 
Eurovision,  although  her  real 
international  breakthrough  was  in 
1995  when  a  brief  appearance  on  a 
London  stage  garnered  five  offers 
of  recording  contract. 

Utilizing  producer  Chris  Neil  - 
who  has  worked  with  Celine  Dion. 
Sheena  Easton  and  Cher  -  and 
snagging  songs  by  tbe  likes  of 
Billy  Steinberg  and  Rick  Nowells, 
who  have  penned  tunes  for  Dion. 
Michael  Jackson  and  Madonna. 
Gomiak  eases  into  the  pop  main- 
.  stream;  with  aplomb.  Touching  on  _ 

‘  Ujtjnbeats,  a  country  flavor,  and  " 
oh  ‘T  Don’t  Know  Whai's  On.ybur 
Mind.”  a  down-and-dirty  slow 
R&B  tune  reminiscent  of  Aretha 
Franklin’s  “Do  Right  Woman,” 
Gomiak  makes  the  case  for 
Warsaw  as  the  next  musical 
hotbed. 


of  the  muse 

By  IflCHAEL  AJZENSTADT 

Musica  Sacra  returns 

The  Musica  Sacra  liturgical  music  festival  returns  to  Nazareth’s 
churches  on  January  l  and  2. 

Organized  by  tbe  Kibbutz  Chamber  Orchestra,  this  edition  of  the 
festival  comprises  eight  concerts  featuring  local  and  visiting  ensem¬ 
bles  and  choirs  in  a  program  of  familiar  works,  like  the  Mozart 
Requiem )  and  lesser-known  ones,  like  Gregorian  and  Russian  litur¬ 
gical  selections. 

Conservatory  concerts  added 

The  two  chamber  music  concert  series  at  the  Israel  Music 
Conservatory  in  Tel  Aviv  have  been  sold  out  via  subscription  even 
before  they  began. 

To  satisfy  public  demand,  die  conservatory  has  added  three  extra 
concerts,  starting  December  27.  You  can  by  tickets  for  individual 
concerts  or  for  all  three  as  a  “mini  subscription.” 

British  plays  at  the  Cameri 

Six  contemporary  British  plays  will  be  presented  in  a  special 
weekend  of  play  reading  at  the  Cameri  Theater  (January  8  and  9). 

Several  leading  local  actors,  including  Alex  Ansky,  Rami  Baruch, 
Yossi  Graber,  Yoram  Hatab.  Sara  von  Schwartze.  Ohad  Shahar  and 
even  Michai  Yanai  will  participate  in  this  weekend  event,  which  will 
be  attended  by  some  of  the  playwrights,  as  well. 

This  could  be  a  unique  and  exciting  opportunity  to  find  out  what 
is  new  and  hot  in  contemporary  British  theater.  All  plays  will  be 
read  in  Hebrew. 

This  is  the  second  part  of  an  “exchange”  program,  whose  first  part 
took  place  earlier  this  year,  when  contemporary  Israeli  plays  were 
read  at  the  Royal  National  Theater  in  London. 

News  from  London^  National  Theater 

London’s  National  Theater  is  about  to  create  a  new  ensemble  per¬ 
forming  a  diverse  collection  of  plays  in  repertoire.  Tbe  ensemble 
will  start  its  work  in  the  big  Olivier  Theater,  where  John  Napier  has 
designed  a  permanent  set  for  the  entire  season. 

The  first  two  works  in  this  new  season  will  be  both  directed  by 
Trevor  Nunn  and  John  Caird  and  will  be  Shakespeare's  Troilus  and 
Cress ida  (starting  March  6)  and  Leonard  Bernstein’s  Candide  (start¬ 
ing  April  5). 

In  the  meanwhile  the  always  interesting  National  Theater  Platform 
series  of  early  evening  discussions  continues  with  a  special  series 
focusing  on  the  LOO  plays  of  the  century. 

NT  2000  opens  February  18  and  focuses,  among  others,  on 
Private  Lives.  Once  in  a  Lifetime.  Murder  in  the  Cathedral,  Our 
Town,  An  Inspector  Calls.  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire.  Death  of  a 
Salesman.  The  Mousetrap ,  Waiting  for  Godot  and  Long  Day 's 
Journey  into  Night. 

ftishon  music  dates  announced 

The  new  Heichal  Hatarbut  in  Rishon  Lezion,  which  will  become 
the  home  of  the  Israel  Symphony  Orchestra,  Rishon  Lezion,  has 
announced  details  of  its  first  international  classical  music  series. 

The  performances  are  to  include:  the  Bach  Collegium  Japan  per¬ 
forming  Bach  and  Handel  (January  20-24);  the  Moscow  Chamber 
: ‘Opera  performing  Shostakovich's  The  Nose,  and  Mozart’s  Don  , 
Giovanni  (February  23-27):  Yuri  Bashmet  dnd  his  chamber  orches¬ 
tra  from  Moscow  (April  29)  and  ottier  international  attractions.'' 

The  highlight  of  the  season  will  no  doubt  be  the  mono-opera 
Anna  Frank  by  Grigori  Fried  in  the  Vienna  Staatsoper  production, 
performed  by  An  ax  Efraty  and  conducted  by  Asher  Fisch. 


Little  satisfaction  Half  a  concert  of  20th  century  music  is  better  than  none 


for  too  much  money 


Theater  Roundup 
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By  Naomi  Doudai 


BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 
Written  and  directed 
by  Menahem  Golan 
Id  Aviv  Cinema 
December  18 


Enterprising  commercial 

companies  cashing  in  on  the 
demand  for  children’s  pro¬ 
ductions  over  Hanukka  have 
always  come  up  with  glossy 
shows  at  glossy  prices. 

This  year  a  family  of  five  had  to 
cough  up  well  over  NIS  500  to  see 
Beauty  and  the  Beast.  Justifiably, 
Golan  Globus  will  probably  plead, 
since  they  have  invested  a  mint  of 
money  in  what  is  a  blitz  of  gilt  and 
glitz,  sophisticated  sound,  lighting 
and  spectacular  costumes. 

The  result  is  vulgarity  elevated 
to  a  high  art  and  rapturously 
received  by  parents  and  children 
alike.  Evidently,  the  trip  to  this 
never-never  land  is  worth  every 
penny. 

KRAPP’S  LAST  TAPE 
Directed  by  David  Hunt, 
performed  and  co-directed  by 
.•  Edward  Ptetberbridge 
Kfar  Sava  Auditorium 
December  19 


An  entirely  different  set  of 
expectations  was  entertained  by  a 
different  group  of  spectators  who 
were  dismally  disappointed  by  the 
performance  of  what  can  only.be 
called  an  eccentric,  not  to  mention 
egocentric,,,  interpretation  of  a 
Samuel  Beckett  classic. 

Beckett’s  search  for  the  self,  his 
profound  exploration  of  identity 
problems  and.  existential  anguish, 
ihdhis  despairing  examination  of 
he  human  condition  were  briefly 


and  facetiously  brushed  aside  to 
make  way  for  an  exhibition  of 
easy  entertainment 

Edward  Petherbridge,  an  elderly 
actor,  held  a  wry.  irascible 
encounter  with  the  tapes  accompa¬ 
nied  by  long  but  not  at  all  pregnant 
silences,  and  unaccountable,  bor¬ 
ing  stretches  of  stage  business. 

Whether  as  compensation  for  an 
unsatisfactory  performance,  or  an 
attempt  to  captivate  the  audieace 
through  participation,  tbe  discon¬ 
nected,  pseudo-intellectual  disqui¬ 
sition  and  irrelevant  jokes  of  a 
compulsive  raconteur  did  little  to 
relieve  the  gloom  of  an  unreward¬ 
ing  evening. 


THE  CONCERT 
by  Agmoa  Goren 
Beil  Lessin  Theater 
ItlAvfv 


The  Concert,  directed  by  Ben 
Levin,  is  a  more  conventionally 
conceived  play.  Strengthened  by 
an  elegant  and  economic  set  (by 
Dror  Herrenson  and  Oma 
Smorgonsky).  it  is  nonetheless 
weakened  by  an  ending  that 
winds  up  the  ongoing  explosions 
of  marital  and  soul-searing  strife 
with  a  saccharine  conclusion  -  an 
easy  way  out. 

The  scapegoat  of  family  dis¬ 
sension  here  is  a  precocious  boy. 
also  aged  II.  son  of  a  music- 
obsessed  woman  conductor  and 
her  long-suffering  husband. 

The  play  opens  with  the  frustrat¬ 
ed  father  (Rati  Tabor)  finally  back¬ 
ing  out  from  what  has  become  an 
impossible  marriage.  The  boy,  the 
bone  jo f  contention  between  two 
ever-battling  parents,  plays  go- 
between,  determined  to  beat  them 
at  their  own  game. 

The  role,  played  with  consum¬ 
mate  cool  by  Oshri  Cohen,  is 
central  to  the  stormy  scenes  and 
sordid  quarrels  that  dominate  the 
steamy  parental  relationship. 

Dafna  Rechter.  despite 
shrewish  twitches  and  off-putting 
mannerisms,  manages  an  impas¬ 
sioned  performance  as  the  besot¬ 
ted  virtuoso  wrenched  between 
motherhood  and  her  an. 

Rafi  Tabor,  on  the  other  hand, . 
plays  her  sorely  tried  spouse  with 
a  quiet  but  deeply  felt  and  mov¬ 
ing  sincerity  that,  comes  as  a  wel¬ 
come  relief. 


n  a  concert 
I  within  the 
JLprestigious 
series  “Great 
Musicians  at  the 
Tel  Aviv 
Performing  Arts 
Center,”  tbe 
young 
Jerusalem 
Quartet  showed 
great  promise 
for  the  future. 

Playing  with  devotion  and 
refreshing  youthful  ardor,  the  musi¬ 
cians  showcased  their  infallible 
technique  and  ability  to  render  the 
score  in  the  most  profound  manner. 


Tbe  Jerusalem  Quartet 

Tel  Aviv  Performing 
Arts  Center 
December  8 


The  opening  violin  cantilena  in 
Haydn’s  “Sunrise”  Quartet  in  B  flat 
major.  Op.  76/4,  bewitched  the  lis¬ 
tener  with  its  .romantic  beauty, 
while  the  Adagio  was  vividness 
itself. 

The  captivating  finale  of  the 
“Death  and  the  Maiden"  Quartet 
No.  14  in  D  minor.  D.810,  by 
Schubert  was  performed  with 
utmost  virtuosity,  and  although  a 
few  inner  links  in  this  heartrending 
opus  were  somewhat  lacking,  on 
die  whole  it  was  more  than  impres¬ 
sive. 

After  the  intermission,  striking  a 
perfect  balance  between  emotion¬ 
ality  and  restraint  in  the  Quintet 
for  Clarinet  and  Strings  in  B 
minor,  by  Brahms,  the  ensemble 
provided  solid  support  to  Sharon 
Karo's  warm  and  flexible  instru¬ 
ment  Maxim  Reider 


IPO  plays  Schoenberg 
and  MacMillan 

Jerusalem  International 
Convention  Center 
December  17 


Last  week’s  concert  under  the 
decisive  and  evocative  baton  of  IPO 
chief  guest  conductor  Antonio 
Pappano,  was  a  welcome  and  rare 

occasion.  Half  the  program  was 
20th-century  music. 

Tbe  five  orchestral  pieces  by 
Schoenberg  are  neither  easy  to  play 
nor  to  comprehend.  But  the  IPO 
was  in  superb  form  under  Pappano 
and  these  five  relatively  short  stud¬ 
ies  in  clusters  of  sounds  emerged 
quite  captivating,  most  sensitive 


and  at  times  even  touching. 
Accolades  to  Pappano  and  the 
orchestra  also  for  their  performance 
of  contemporary  Scottish  composer 
James  MacMillan's  Veni.  Vent 
Emmanuel  a  concerto  for  a  huge 
battery  of  percussion  instruments 
and  orchestra  with  Evelyn  Glennie 
as  soloist. 

Glennie  is  a  fine  musician  and  a 
true  performer.  Walking  barefoot  on 
stage,  she  spent  most  of  the  25  min¬ 
utes  of  this  opus  moving  from  one 
percussion  instrument  to  another, 
from  vibraphone  to  drums  bells  and 
vice  versa,  with  utmost  musician¬ 
ship  and  professionalism.  Yet  her 
performance  left  us  totally 
detached,  because  this  particular 
opus  concentrates  not  on  real 
music  making  but  on  tbe  gimmick 
of  being  able  to  play  on  as  many 
instruments  as  possible  within  a 
short  time. 

The  audience  applauded  Glennie 
enthusiastically.  The  music,  which 
received  and  deserved  little 
applause,  was  played  meticulously 
well  by  the  orchestra.  Hopefully  die 
IPO  will  continue  to  perform  excit¬ 
ing  contemporary  music  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis.  Michael  Ajzenstadt 


Liturgies 

Jerusalan  Symphony  Orchestra 
Karanserkantorei 
Koln  choir 

Masses  by  Mozart  and  Gounod 
Jerusalem  Theater 
December  17 


Two  liturgical  masterworics  - 
masses  by  Mozart  (< Coronation )  and 
Gounod  (Sl  Cecilia)  -  were  a  well- 
chosen  combination  for  tbe  opening 
of  the  Jerusalem  Symphony 
Orchestra's  Uungica  series. 

The  performance's  real  hero  was 
Cologne’s  Kartauserkantorei  choir. 
Its  rich  arid  mellow  sound,  pure 
intonation,  perfect  balance,  power 
of  conviction  and  exciting  enthusi¬ 
asm  made  the  choral  sections  such 
as  Gounod's  “Adoramus  te” 
“Credo,"  “Et  resurrexit”  and 
“Sanctus”  the  event’s  glorious  high¬ 
lights. 

The  voices'  radiance  sounded  as 
if  choir  members  could  have  ade¬ 
quately  delivered  the  solo  parts  as 
well.  Unfortunately,  this  did  not 
happen. 

The  soloists,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  have  been  used  to  better 
advantage  in  the  choir,  where  their 
individual  shortcomings  would 
have  been  mercifully  camouflaged. 

Under  Uriel  Segal’s  direction. 


Soprano  Linda  Perillo 

the  JSO  was  well-articulated, 
inspired,  and  produced  a  finely 
mianced  and  colorful  instrumental 
sound.  Ury  Eppstein 


Liturgies 
The  Al-Aksa  Mosque  Choir 
Boston  Avrabam  ensemble 
Jerusalem  Theater 
December  19 


A  rare  opportunity  to  enjoy 
Islamic  liturgy  was  offered  by  the 
Al-Aksa  Mosque  Choir  in  the 
Lhmgica  series.  Their  devoted  and 
dignified  singing  offered  a  genuine 
religious  experience. 

There  was  nothing  liturgical 
though  about  Bustan  Avrabam’s 
program.  For  ethnic-music  fans 
who  had  no  liturgical  expectations, 
however,  their  performance  was  a 
feast- 


SINAI - \: 

JORDAN — ji 


Master  oud  player  Taiseer  Elias, 
in  his  imaginative  improvisations, 
may  stray  far  from  his  ethnic 
sources  but  happily  always  finds  his 
way  back  to  them.  A  piece  in  an 
Arabic  maqam  tonality,  played  in 
jazz  style,  was  as  amusing  as  it  was 
pretentions.  Nasshn  Dakwar’s  vio¬ 
lin  sounded  whining  and  sentimen¬ 
tal  in  any  style. 

Miguel  Herstein  tried  hard  to 
make  his  guitar  sound  like  an  oud  - 
a  superfluous,  strenuous  effort  since 
a  real  oud  was  sitting  near  him  any¬ 
way.  Zobar  Fresco,  an  inspired  per¬ 
cussionist,  opened  tire  program 
with  one  of  its  most  captivating 
pieces.  Double-bassist  Naor 
Carmi's  fascinating  solo  was  short¬ 
er  than  one  would  have  wished. 

So  long  as  the  group  carries  on 
with  its  attempts  at  blending  the 
unblendables,  some  significant 
results  may,  hopefully,  emerge  at 
last  Ury  Eppstein 


The  Israel  Camerata 
Curreode  Choir 

Magnificats  by  Buxtehude,  Vivaldi. 
Pergolcsi  and  Samnnrtmi 
Jerusalem  Theater 
December  15 


Four  Magnificats  in  one  single 
program  of  the  Israel  Camerata ’s 
Subscription  Concert  No.  3,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Avner  Bircm,  were  pre¬ 
sumably  meant  to  be  a  special 
attraction.  But  though  it  looked 
attractive  on  the  program,  tbe  actu¬ 
al  concert  was  somewhat  accumula¬ 
tively  fatiguing  -  an  overdose  of 
solemnity  and  festivity  in  one  form 
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and  to  the  same  text 

Musically  the  most  outstanding 
was  the  one  by  Buxtehude.  His 
characteristic  sweetness  of  melody 
and  sharply  profiled  phrases  pro¬ 
duce  an  emotional  intensity  that  is 
uncommon  in  this  pre-Bach  period. 

Petgolesi's  work  was  the  one  with 
the  most  lightheartedness  and  gai¬ 
ety;  it  succeeded  in  “serving  God 
with  joy.” 

Giovanni  Battista  Sammartini’s 
version  exemplified  tbe  dramatic 
and  pompous  style  of  late  Baroque. 
Operatic  in  style  and  approach  was 
Vivaldi’s  setting,  not  surprising 
from  a  composer  of  44  operas. 

Vivaldi  was  also  the  one  who 
allowed  Linda  Perillo 's  bright,  pure 
soprano  to  be  enjoyed  to  best 
advantage,  as  well  as  Jonathan 
Peter  Kenny’s  pleasing  and  soft, 
though  somewhat  indifferent- 
sounding.  countertenor.  In  the  other 
works,  the  solo  voices  tended  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  orchestra. 

Particularly  remarkable  was 
Simon  Bircbail’s  dark-timbred, 
warm,  and  agreeably  forceful  bass. 

Belgium's  Currende  Choir  sound¬ 
ed  accurate  and  firmly  consolidat¬ 
ed.  Most  pleasing  were  the  well- 
rounded  altos.  The  sopranos, 
though  clear  and  polished,  sounded 
somewhat  thin  and  shrill  in  the 
higher  register.  Ury  Eppstein 
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October  unemployment  down  to  8.3% 

Unemployment  totaled  8.3  percent  at  the  end  of  October,  a 
slight  reduction  from  September's  figure  of  8.4%.  according  to 
data  published  yesterday  by  the  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  unemployed  has  consistendy  declined  dur¬ 
ing  the  second  half  of  the  year.  Unemployment  soared  to  8.7% 
from  March  through  June,  falling  to  8.6%  in  July,  8.5%  in  August 
and  8.4%  in  September.  October’s  unemployment  statistic  was 
determined  according  to  trend  figures,  a  newer  method  of  statisti¬ 
cal  measurement  that  takes  into  account  seasonal  adjustments  such 
as  holidays,  said  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics  spokesperson  David 
Neumann.  Jessica  Steinberg 

Ghrait  Otam  hopes  to  raise  NIS  17m. 

Oil  exploration  company  Givot  Olam  announced  yesterday  that 
it  will  try  to  raise  NIS  16.8  million  tomorrow  on  the  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange  by  offering  stocks.  The  company  said  it  will  use 
the  money  for  carrying  out  drilling  at  the  Meged-3  site  near  Rosh 
Ha’ayin.  The  share  issue  was  postponed  from  last  week  following 
a  demand  of  the  Securities  Authority  to  include  details  concerning 
its  findings  in  the  nearby  Meged-2  drill.  Dan  Gerstenfeld 

JMem  Bank  to  offer  mutual  funds  for  first  time 

Jerusalem  Capital  Markets,  a  subsidiary  of  Jerusalem  Bank,  said 
yesterday  it  intends  to  offer  four  new  mutual  funds  next  year.  The 
first  fund  will  invest  in  shekel  deposits  and  unlinked  government 
bonds.  The  bank  said  it  has  decided  to  start  its  activity  by  offering  , 
such  a  fund,  as  unlinked  bonds  posted  higher  returns  during  the  last;:  T 
four  years  than  inflation  and  dollar-] inked  bonds.  Dan  Gerstenfeld.. 

•  .  i  T  JM 

193,000  visitors  enter  country  in  November 

Some  193,000  visitors  entered  the  country  during  November. 
133.700  of  them  by  air.  in  what  the  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics 
described  as  the  continuing  instability  of  the  flow  of  incoming 
tourists.  The  bureau  said  that  after  adjustment  for  seasonal  factors. 
September  showed  a  drop  in  incoming  tourism,  while  August  and 
October  indicated  increases,  and  November  remained  steady. 

Of  the  total  number  of  entries  last  month,  24,300  of  them  were 
on  cruise  ships  and  34,400  came  by  land.  Of  the  latter.  11,100 
came  from  Egypt  via  Eilat  and  18.500  arrived  from  Jordan  through 
the  Arava,  Allenby  or  Jordan  River  crossing  points.  Haim  Shapiro 

Treasury  freezes  ‘amutof  funding 

The  Treasury's  budget  department  has  frozen  as  much  as  NIS  1 
million  intended  for  non-profit  organizations  lamutot).  its  representa¬ 
tives  told  the  Knesset  Finance  Committee  yesterday.  The  funds  will 
be  held  in  reserve  until  the  ministries  involved  -  Religious  Affairs, 
Education  and  Labor  and  Social  Affairs  -  can  determine  which  min¬ 
istry  should  budget  for  each  association.  Over  750  arrnuot  are  receiv¬ 
ing  duplicate  funding  from  several  government  ministries,  totaling 
NIS  2.9  million,  MK  Ophir  Pines-Paz  said  yesterday  during  the 
debate.  The  Religious  Affairs  Ministry  offers  the  biggest  chunk  of 
funding  to  amutot .  supplying  NIS  750m.  from  its  coffers  to  289  spe¬ 
cial-interest  groups,  according  to  Pines.  Jessica  Steinberg 


Tadiran  Telecom  wins  $3  million  contract 

Tadiran  Telecom  has  been  awarded  a  S3  million  contact  to  pro¬ 
vide  fixed  wireline  access  solutions  to  the  national  telecommuni¬ 
cations  operator  in  Kazakhstan,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 

Petah  Tikvah- based  Tadiran  Telecom,  which  specializes  in 
telecommunications  solutions  and  equipment,  will  deliver  its 
MultiGain  enhanced  systems  to  Kazakhtelecom.  The  foreign  com¬ 
pany  is  expanding  its  telecommunications  network  to  meet  grow¬ 
ing  demand  for  telephony  and  Internet  usage  in  the  republic. 

Niche  Blackburn 


Treasury  seeking  to  launch 
tax  reform  before  elections 


By  PAVPZEV  HARMS 

The  Treasury  is  seeking  to  launch  the  first 
stage  of  a  multi-year  tax  reform  before  any 
eariy  general  election,  ministry  officials 
said  yesterday. 

In  order  to  move  in  this  direction.  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  yesterday 
asked  outgoing  Income  Tax  Commissioner 
Doron  Levy  to  remain  in  bis  post  for  an 
additional  month,  until  the  end  of  January. 

A  joint  statement  from  the  Treasury  and 
Prime  Minister’s  Office  said  Netanyahu, 
as  acting  finance  minister,  has  instructed 
the  Treasury  “to  examine  the  issues 
which  the  Finance  Ministry  is  presently 
tackling,  in  particular  the  tax-reform  pro¬ 
gram.” 

Levy's  deputy,  Yoni  Kaplan,  was  to  have 
taken  over  for  an  initial  three  months,  but 


3Com 
invests 
$5m.  in 
Israeli 
Net  fund 

By  IBCKT  BLACKBURN 

Multinational  3Com  Corporation 
is  to  invest  $5  million  in  a  new 
Israeli-based  venture  capital  fund, 
Orion  Israel  Fund  LP,  which  aims 
to  raise  $110  million  for  Internet 
investment,  it  was  announced  yes¬ 
terday. 

Orion  was  founded  in  April  1998 
to  invest  in  Israeli  or  Israeli-relat¬ 
ed  companies  in  the  fields  of 
Internet-related  software  and  hard¬ 
ware.  applications  and  tools. 

The  venrure  capital  fund's  strat¬ 
egy  is  to  forge  a  partnership  with 
one  major  Investor  from  each 
industry.  Microsoft  serves  as  a 
founding  corporate  affiliate  to  the 
fund,  which  has  already  raised 
about  half  the  capital  it  is  seeking. 

!  ^The  goal,  of  the  Orion  Fund  is 
to!  actively  seek  out  and  identify 
Internet-related'  j  technology 
parties  in' Israel  and  provide'tthem 
with  the  capital,  ongoing  assis¬ 
tance  and  strategic  support  to 
enable  them  to  prosper.”  said  Eyal 
Levy.  Orion's  managing  partner. 

“Support  from  major  interna¬ 
tional  technology  players  such  as 
3Com  will  enable  these  compa¬ 
nies  to  focus  key  technologies, 
products  and  services  for  the  next 
generation  of  the  Internet.” 

“Through  our  investment  in 
Orion  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
team  up  with  other  leading  compa¬ 
nies  to  provide  customers  and 
businesses  with  access  to  the  tech¬ 
nologies  that  will  drive  the  future 
of  the  Internet,”  said  Eric 
Benhamou.  3Com  Corporation’s 
chairman  and  CEO. 

3Com,  which  is  investing  in  the 
fund  through  its  business  develop¬ 
ment  subsidiary.  3Com  Ventures, 
will  become  part  of  the  fund's  cor¬ 
porate  affiliates  team. 


that  decision  has  now  been  put  on  hold. 

The  key  principles  of  former  finance  min¬ 
ister  Yaakov  Neeman’s  reform  were: 

•  reducing  the  top  tax  bracket  from  60  per¬ 
cent  to  35%.  including  National  Insurance 
contributions. 

•  funding  the  cut  in  the  upper  tax  bracket 
by  finding  some  NIS  11  billion  by  abolish¬ 
ing  and  reducing  tax  benefits. 

■  insisting  on  each  citizen  filing  an  annual 
tax  report. 

.  •  implementing  the  entire  reform  in  one 
fell  swoop,  originally  on  January  1. 

Levy's  remaining  in  office  after  Neeman’s 
resignation  affords  Netanyahu  the  opportu¬ 
nity" to  implement  the  reform  without  neces¬ 
sarily  having  to  remove  exemptions,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  buildup  to  early  elections,  said 
one  source. 

During  recent  internal  Treasury  discus¬ 


sions  Nee  man  had  suggested  the  need  to  cut 
exemptions,  while  Levy  maintained  it  was 

possible  to  plan  a  multi-year  reform  without 

removing  benefits.  Levy  believes  it  is  po^J- 
ble  to  save  between  NIS  Jb.  and  NIS  I -jo¬ 
in  each  of  the  next  three  years,  without 
axing  the  exemptions  which  are  popular 
with  many  segments  of  the  electorate. 

“We  can  do  thus  in  the  next  month  or  so. 
said  the  source.  “AH  the  plans  are  ready, 
they  just  need  the  final  touches.” 

Throughout  last  year,  while  Neeman  said 
the  reform  must  be  enacted  as  a  single  unit. 
Levy  argued  in  favor  of  the  multi-year 
approach. 

“This  would  allow  Netanyahu  to  tower 
income  tax  without  making  enemies.”  said 
another  Treasury  official. 

The  Prime  Minister’s  Office  last  night 
said  it  is  possible  that  a  partial  reform  will 


still  be  implemented.  “We’re  presently 
looking  at  this  possibility  very  seriously.” 
said  a  Netanyahu  spokesman.  ;  ■: 

Meanwhile.  Treasury  Director-General 
Ben-Zioo  Zilberfarb  yesterday  met  ministry 
officials  dealing  with  the  need  for  immi¬ 
grants  to  report  on  earnings  from  overseas 
savings  and  assets.  The  officials  told  him  it 
is  time  to  reconsider  the  need  for  immi¬ 
grants  to  file  reports,  as  these  earnings  are 
tax  free  -  a  measure  introduced  this  year, 
which  has  retroactive  force  'through  January 
1998. 

Until  the  wider  reform  is  implemented,^, 
there  is  no  point' insisting  on  this  procedure.  " 
the  officials  told  Zilberfarb.  The  director- 
general  said  be  would  make  a  decision  on 
the  matter  in  the  next  few  days  after  be  has 
received  a  report  on  the  issue  from  the 
Income  Tax  Commission. 


French  unemployed  protest  for  higher  benefits 

Unemployed  protesters  are  held  back  by  riot  police  while  demonstrating  for  an  increase  in  unemployment  benefits  and  a 
Christmas  bonus  yesterday  in  the  center  of  Paris.  Similar  protests  were  staged  in  some  60  cities  throughout  France.  iapi 

Til  wins  $  14m.  Belgium  deal 


By  PAN  GERSTENFELD 

TTI  Telecom  yesterday  announced  it  had 
won  a  S14  million,  three-year  contract  from 
Belgacom  S.A.  for  the  purchase  of  a  turnkey 
network-management  system. 

TTI.  a  provider  of  software  solutions  for  tele¬ 
com  service  providers,  said  that  under  the 
agreement  it  will  supply  the  Belgian  telecom 
company  with  an  open  platform  for  monitoring 
traffic,  collecting  data,  and  tracking  network 
usage  in  real  time. 


In  a  statement,  the  Petah  Tikva- based  TTI 
said  that  the  agreement,  which  is  the  largest 
contract  awarded  to  the  company  ever,  will 
allow  it  to  win  other  orders  from  telecom  oper¬ 
ators  mainly  in  Europe,  in  which  the  communi¬ 
cation  market  has  recently  been  deregulated. 

The  company  said,  however,  that  in  the  near 
future  it  will  continue  to  generate  the  majority 
of  its  revenues  from  repeat  customer  orders  and 
medium-size  contracts.  The  company,  which  is 
a  subsidiary  of  Team  Computers  &  Systems, 
had  revenues  of  $L2.2m.  in  1997. 


Belgacom  is  Belgium’s  national  telecommu-  A 
nications  provider,  servicing  4.8  million  sub-  9 
scribers  in  the  areas  of  local,  international, 
GSM  cellular  and  satellite  communications. 

TTI  develops,  markets,  and  supports  advanced 
modular,  integrated  software  products  and  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  telecommunications  industry.  Its 
application  tools  are  used  by  telecommunica¬ 
tions  companies  worldwide,  including  Sweden’s 
Tele2  AB,  UK  based  RSL-Cora,  Germany’s 
VIAG  Interkom.  SaskTel  in  Canada,  Embratel 
in  Brazil,  and  HK  Telecom  in  Hong  Kong. 


Tenant  aid  may  replace  housing  tax  exemptions 


By  DAYS  ZEV  HARRIS 
and  JESSICA  STCWBEBG 

The  Treasury  is  considering 
increasing  housing  aid  available 
to  tenants  if  the  Knesset  agrees  to 
abolish  income  tax  exemptions  on 
rented  property.  Deputy  Income 
Tax  Commissioner  Ebiid  Barzily 
said  yesterday. 


Speaking  before  the  Knesset 
taxation  sub-committee,  Barzily 
said  the  plan  to  lift  the  exemption 
is  not  intended  to  harm  tenants. 
Instead,  property  owners  would 
be  taxed  at  an  initial  10  percent 
annually. 

There  has  been  widespread  crit¬ 
icism  of  the  proposal,  with  Yisrael 
Ba'aJiya  MKs  claiming  property 


owners  will  recoup  any  additional 
payments  through  increased 
rental  payments. 

“The  idea  should  be  to  [help! 
the  consumer,  not  the  property 
owner,”  said  Barzily.  Die 
Treasury  is  examining  increasing 
mortgage  subsidies  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  tax  exemption,  encour¬ 
aging  borrowers  to  purchase 
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rather  than  rent  apartments. 

Construction  industry  represen¬ 
tatives  said  it  no  longer  pays  to 
invest  in  real  estate,  adding  that 
the  actual  income  tax  payment 
will  be  considerably  higher  than 
10%. 

"According  to  [the  Treasury's] 
calculation,  the  10%  takes  into 
account  only  rental  receipts  and 
not  actual  expenditures  such  as 
repairing  solar  heating  panels,” 
said  Association  of  Contractors 
and  Builders  acting  president 
Ayigdor  Freud.  “I  think  the  10% 
will  be  more  like  30-40% 
reality.” 

Representatives  of  both  the 
Construction  and  Housing  and 
Immigration  and  Absorption  min¬ 
istries  objected  to  the  Treasury's 
plan. 

“What  does  the  exemption  do? 
You  have  to  figure  that  out  first,” 
said  Deputy  Construction  and 
Housing  Minister  Meir  Porush’s 
economics  adviser,  Chaim 
Fialkoff.  He  asked  the  Treasury  to 
delay  its  decision  for  three 


in 


months,  allowing  time  to  assess 
the  results  of  a  Housing  Ministry 
study  of  the  issue. 

Participants  at  the  debate  agreed 
the  chances  of  any  tax  changes 
being  introduced  in  the  coming 
months  are  minimal.  With  elec¬ 
tions  looming,  politicians  will 
hesitate  before  abolishing  any 
exemptions  that  could  harm  the 
interests  of  any  group  of  voters, 
they  said. 

Furthermore,  former  finance 
minister  Yaakov  Neeman’s  wider 
tax  reform  seems  unlikely  to  be 
implemented  in  the  near  future, 
given  his  resignation,  according  to 
Treasury  State  Revenues 
Administration  Deputy  Director 
Meir  Kapota. 

“It’s  now  very  hard  to  bring 
about  one  global  reform  in  th! 
current  situation,”  he  said. 
However,  he  said  that  should  not 
stop  the  Treasury  from  attempting 

to  .gradually  introduce  changes! 
which  aim  to  reduce  the  ton 
income  tax  brackets,  while  abol¬ 
ishing  many  existing  exemptions. 
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The  real  island  of  stability 

Having  completed  a  remarkable  transition  from  farming  to  low  tech  to  high  tech,  Taiwan  has  managed  to  avoid  the  Asian  flu 
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By  AWOTZ  ASA-EL 

TAIPEI  -  Just  a  few  minutes’ 
drive  from  one  another,  in  this 
unassuming  but  bustling  metropo¬ 
lis  of  2.7  million  people,  three  dis¬ 
parate  markets  tellingly  unveil  the 
secret  formula  which  has  turned 
Taiwan  into  the  mercantile  wun- 
derkind  that  weathered  even  rhic 
turbulent  year's  trans-continentaj 
market  mayhem. 

First,  there  is  the  night  market 

It  is  well  past  midnight,  but 
thousands  of  vendors  and  throngs 
of  shoppers  cram  Tung  Hua  Street 
and  scores  of  alleys  around  it 
■a^mid  a  cacophony  of  peddler 
'shouts,  car  honks  and  cop  whis¬ 
tles.  Apparently  oblivious  to  the 
late  hour  and  annoying  drizzle, 
they  size,  sniff  and  bargain  over 
anything  and  everything  from 
squirming  rattle  snakes  and  glis¬ 
tening  Seiko  watches  to  fresh- 
fried  frog  legs  and  three-piece 
Pierre  Cardin  suits. 

Beyond  this  unique  assembly  of 
old,  young,  poor,  rich,  humble  and 
upscale  merchants,  clients  and 
goods  lurk  the  mobility,  humility 
and  mischief  which  are  the  main¬ 
stays  of  a  remarkable  economic 
success  story. 

In  Taipei’s  Financial  markets, 
however,  the  atmosphere  is 
markedly  different. 

^At  the  Hua  Nan  Commercial 
$ank,  well-tailored  and  dead-seri- 
dis  chief  broker  Yen  Hsin-Hsien 
quietly  gazed  at  a  wall-sized  elec¬ 
tronic  billboard,  where  a  red-and- 
green  alphabet  soup  of  Chinese 
characters  and  Roman  figures 
rapidly  blinked,  froze  and  winked 
according  to  the  ups  and  downs  of 


yet  another  trading  day. 

Surveying  with  a  visitor  the 
sparse,  drowsy,  mainly  elderly 
audience  at  hand,  he  explained  the 
local  public's  general  apathy 
toward  die  slock  market,  in  which 
a  relatively  scant  400  companies 
are  traded  at  a  daily  volume  of 
some  S4  billion:  “Unlike  Japan’s, 
ours  is  not  a  bubble  economy;  our 
banks  never  handed  out  loans 
indiscriminately,  the  government 
didn't  mismanage  the  budget  and 
we  had  no  insider-trading  plagues. 
So  when  the  rest  of  Asia’s  markets 
collapsed,  we  were  hurt  -  but  by 
no  means  decimated,"  he  said. 

To  see  just  how  intact  Taiwan's 
economy  remained  despite  the 
Asian  flu,  go  to  a  third  market,  the 
gigantic  World  Trade  Center  on 
Hsin-Yi  Rd. 

At  this  mall-sized  merchants' 
Mecca.  Taiwanese  firms  display 
thousands  of  products  ranging 
from  camera  tripods,  house  lamps 
and  riot  gear  to  power  generators, 
telephone  jacks,  and  electric 
scooters.  Just  under  these  perma¬ 
nent  displays,  at  the  football  stadi¬ 
um-sized  ground  floor,  there  was  a 
computer  software  show,  attended 
by  thousands  of  customers  amid 
clouds  of  balloons,  fliers,  posters 
and  LCD  screens  ranging  in  size 
from  entire  walls  to  palm  tops. 

Watching  from  a  higher  floor  the 
scutes  of  IBM.  Microsoft.  H&P, 
Apple.  Compaq,  Lotus  and  Intel 
stalls  servicing  swarms  of  pre¬ 
dominantly  college-aged  clients 
measuring  a  host  of  word-process¬ 
ing,  graphic-design  and  account¬ 
ing  packages.  External  Trade 
Council  officer  Yeh  Sun-hua  said 
wryly:  "We  have  1,100  trade 


offices  in  this  complex,  where  we 
host  annually  about  110  exhibi¬ 
tions.  each  lasting  only  a  few  days; 
about  a  quarter  of  them  are 
international*' 

This  is  where  the  night  and  equi¬ 
ty  markets'  traditions  and  frugality 
are  complemented  by  a  fast  post- 
industrializing  economy’s  rapid 
globalization. 

INDEED,  amid  breath-taking 
political  change,  Taiwan's  old  eco¬ 
nomic  stereotype  of  unskilled 
laborers  manning  endless,  low- 
paying.  low-tech  conveyor  belts 
has  given  way  to  a  high-tech  revo¬ 
lution  on-shore  and  a  celebration 
of  entrepreneurship  off-shore. 

The  numbers  are  astonishing. 

With  grows  domestic  product  at 
some  $250  billion.  Taiwan  sports 
the  world’s  ihird-highcst  foreign- 
currency  reserves  a!  some  $85b. 
and  Lhe  20ih-highest  per-capita 
product.  Inflation  and  unemploy¬ 
ment  ore  both  under  3  percent, 
while  growth  is  expected  to  total 
by  year’s  end  5%.  a  unique 
accomplishment  in  any  circum¬ 
stances,  but  particularly  in  a  land¬ 
scape  dominated  by  the  negative 
growth  rates  of  such  major 
economics  as  Japan,  Indonesia. 
Hong  Kong  and  Korea. 

Similarly,  when  neighboring 
currencies  plunged  well  more  than 
50%  against  the  US  dollar, 
Taiwan's  new  dollar  lost  a  mere 
20%,  while  maintaining  a  trade 
surplus  of  $6b.,  a  current-account 
surplus  of  $5Jb.  and  a  meaning¬ 
less  foreign  debt  of  under  $  lb. 

In  short,  no  economist  would 
dispute  that  the  term  "island  of 
stability,"  which  was  at  one  point 
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first  resemblance 
-  betwecn  l&rael  and  Taiwan 
-comesr.  tb  ■  nimd  already  on  - 
tbe'i^urplane,  as  the  -  island’s 
lerrgth,  width  and  eastern  modn- 
ainridge  prove  to  be  much.  like 
IsraKt’s^^he  majn  exceptioninthis 
re^a^  being^  that  .  the  metropolis 
ofTaipeientis  up: roughly  where 
qurjhick-|o^  Sbidim  would  be.  . 
•  ■'.dbraparisops  ‘between  -  Israel . 

raqjacrry^awl'eco^ 
ndfiuc-  wherewithal  they  possibly 
couW  in  order  to  prevail  over  an 
acme  laick  of  raw  materials.  Like 
us;  they  must  al  ways '  set  aside 
precious  resources  for  amultibii-  . 
hqn-doUiur  defense  machine;  and 
anapJnU  struggle  for  interaatkm- . 
al  rebtignitioh. 

■.  tfkp  a-  succession  of  Israeli 
governments,  there  is  an  ongoing 
effort  in  Taiwan,  to-  lure' yoniim 
feck  home.  And  like  our  politics, 
.Abus  pit  air  affluent,  better  edu- . 
cared-andd^jlomaricaUy  inoder- 
atefomjdmg  estabhslmient-  the 
KMT  -  agabfet-a  relatively  low-'1 
brbw,  jp^uKst  nationalist'  and 


nativist  alternative,  the  DPP.  We 
have  ashkenazim,  they  have  -  as 
a  sort  of  slur  -  “mainlanders,”  as 
opposed  to  native  islanders. 

-  And  now  Taiwan  also  has  a 
decade-old  democracy  which 
Taipei  proudly,  and  shrewdly, 

•  assumes  as  hs  major  claim  to  the 
moral  high  ground,  in  its  ongoing 
straggle  with  Beijing,  "Reunifica¬ 
tion  will  becopie  a_realistic 
^prospect  only  once  they  dBbocra-r 
;  -tt^rsgy.  'fdrwgnf;  piinisj^offiv 
' rials',  not; unlike  what someisiueti 
leaders  sometimes  say  about 
Middle  East  peace. 

Yet  with  afl  due  respect  to  this 
trivia.  Israeli  foreign  policy, 
much  like  the  rest  of  the  West's, 
unequivocally  sides  with  Beijing 
when  it  comes  to  oil  matters  of 
formal  recognition. 

.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  elabo- 
.  rate,  hectic,  ever-expanding  trade, 
including  a  semi-official,  five- 
year-okl  trade  and  culture  office  in 
Taipei,  which  is  also  what  nearly 
50  other  countries  have  set  up 
there,  with  Beijing's  tacit  approval. 

Hence,  Israell-Taiwanese  trade 
has  nearly  quadrupled  over  the 


past  decade,  as  it  crossed  last 
year  the  $0.Sb.  post,  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  tipped  58%:42%  in 
Taiwan’s  favor. 

The  synergy  is  natural,  said 
Akava  Turk,  until  recently  oar 
envoy  in  Taipei,  since  their  hard¬ 
ware  industry  and  our  software 
houses  beg  to  be  hinged  together. 
Some  companies,  in  fact,  like 
Orbotech,  Comtek  and  Qrbot: 

:  .:instrumeots  keep  pennanexrt-- 
offices  in  Taipei.  ■  v  -  r 

i?Vh&t^hese,  said  Turk,  Also"* 
think  very  highly,  and  enviously, 
of  Israel’s  successful  emergence  * 
in  recent  years  from  its  own 
diplomatic  isolation,  an  accom¬ 
plishment  they  often  attribute  to 
the  Jewish  lobby's  clout  in 
Washington- 

On  the  other  hand,  they  have 
the  equivalent  of  a  New  Middle 
East  “Imagine,”  said  Turic,  “that 
Syria,  Jordan  and  Egypt  were  _ 
Israel’s  major  trading  partners, 
and  that  an  occasional  exchange 
of  nasty  diplomatic  faxes  would 
substitute  our  conflict's  recurring 
doses  of  military  and  ’civilian 
casualties.”  -A.  A. 


suggested,  but  only  partly  accept¬ 
ed.  for  Israel's  economy’ in  1998, 
perfectly  suits  Taiwan's. 

There  is,  if  course,  a  variety  of 
reasons  behind  this  distinctive¬ 
ness.  including  those  diligence, 
conservatism  and  agility  which 
even  on  accidental  tourist  can 
detect  while  roaming  Taipei’s 
markets. 

Yet  beyond  these  looms  toll 
what  can  be  broadly  described  as 
the  mainland  factor. 

Neither  Mao  Zedong  nor  Chiang 
Kai-shek  could  probably  envisage 
this  kind  of  aftermath  to  their 
decades  of  conflict,  bickering  and 
boycott,  but  the  fact  is  that  the  lit¬ 
tle  island,  which  hardly  passes  for 
an  anecdote  in  Chinese  history,  has 
now  become  a  major  engine  of  the 
mainland's  economy. 

History  apparently  hod  to  wait  for 
those  controversial  founders  of 
modem  China's  alternative  stales  to 
disappear,  before  their  nuclearized 
sibling  rivalry  could  be  turned  into  a 
mending-wall  poem  of  newly  sensi¬ 
tized  neighbors. 

"We  have  come  a  long  way,” 
said  Dr.  Chang  King-yuh,  chair¬ 
man  of  Taipei's  Mainland  Affairs 
Council,  referring  to  300.000 
annual  visits  from  the  mainland, 
and  some  S3Qb.  in  bilateral  trade. 
“What  we  now  want  is  stable  and 
quiet  relations  on  both  sides  of  the 
Taiwan  Straits,”  he  said. 

Considering  that  all  private-sec¬ 
tor  traffic  across  the  straits  -  most 
of  which  is  still  conducted  via 
Hong  Kong  -  was  unleashed  a 
mere  decade  ago.  both  Beijing  and 
Taipei  seem  puzzled  as  they 
search,  in  vain,  for  ways  to  recon¬ 
cile  ideology  and  reality.  Each, 
after  all,  still  contends  passionate¬ 
ly  that  the  other's  is  an  illegitimate 
government. 

Beijing  is  fearful  that  with  the 
Taiwanese  come  the  winds  of  free¬ 
dom.  Meanwhile,  it  also  has  to 
contend  with  Taiwan's  young  but 
functioning  democracy,  which 
mainland  officials  fear  might  lead 
to  secession.  Hence  Beijing's 
paradoxical  relief  following  recent 
local  and  parliamentary  elections, 
where  the  KMT  -  heirs  to  the 
Kuomintang  establishment  which 
founded  Nationalist  China  -  gen¬ 
erally  expanded  its  power  base. 

The  KMT  is  the  lesser  of  two 
evils,  from  the  mainland’s,  view 
point,  since  it  rejects  the  main 
opposition  Democratic  Progressive 
Patty's  independence  platform, 
calling  instead  for  reunification, 
which  is  a  euphemism  for  worship¬ 
ping  the  status  quo.  "AH  I  want  is 
to  be  able  to  continue  with  my 
business  as  usual,"  businessman 
Paul  Chen,  vice  president  of  the 
Caves  book-store  chain,  said  in  his 
Taipei  office,  echoing  the  pragmat¬ 
ic  Zeitgeist.  A  few  days  earlier,  the 
KMT’s  Ma  Yin-jeou,  a  Harvard- 
educated  lawyer  whose  campaign 
posters  always  showed  him  jog¬ 
ging,  unseated  the  capital's  DPP 
mayor  Chen  Shui-bran. 

Taipei's  predicament  is  much 
tougher  then  Beijing’s,  however, 
since  it  must  still  bear  in  mind  the 


possibility  that  Beijing  will  one 
bright  morning  do  something  rash. 

Thau  for  instance,  is  why 
Taiwan  forbids  its  growing  army 
of  off-shore  investors  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  infrastructure  projects  on 
the  mainland,  or  why  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  official  yearbook  candidly 
deems  as  “worrisome"  growing 
cross-strait  trade,  already  well  on 
its  way  to  comprising  20%  of 
Taipei's  overall  exports. 

And  so.  in  a  delicate  compro¬ 
mise  between  contradictory 
forces,  Taiwan  is  focusing  on 
exporting  entire  production  lines 
to  the  mainland,  where  labor  costs 
are  often  10  time  lower  than  they 
are  on  the  island.  Taiwan's  world¬ 
leading  (in  terms  of  turnover) 
footwear  industry,  for  instance, 
has  largely  relocated,  as  have 
thousands  of  other  small-  and 
medium-sized  enterprises  with  up 
to  800  employees,  the  so-called 
SME's,  which  add  up  to  98%  of 
Taiwan’s  1.024  million  registered 
businesses. 

Feverishly  expanding  at  home, 
meanwhile,  are  the  high-tech  and 
services  industries. 

Whereas  low-tech  has  gradually 
declined  from  nearly  half  the 
economy  in  1980  to  some  35% 
today,  and  while  farming  has 
dropped  from  30%  a  generation 
ago  to  3.3%,  services  are  well  on 
their  way  to  comprising  two-thirds 
of  the  Taiwanese  economy. 

A  MICROCOSM  of  all  this  trans¬ 
formation  can  be  seen  in  the 
Hsinchu  industrial  park,  just  over 
an  hour's  drive  south  of  Taipei. 

Located  on  real-estate  that  still 
belongs  nominally  to  the  national 
sugar  company,  Taipei  sought  to 
cluster  on  it  together  high-tech 
firms  by  offering  them  convenient 
rental  packages. 

“The  idea  was  to  offer  these 
companies,  which  are  often  com¬ 
petitors  but  generally  benefit  from 
each  other's  proximity,  various 
services,  like  simplifying  their 
dealings  with  Taipei’s  bureaucra¬ 
cy.”  said  Jessie  Wang  of  die  park’s 
investment  division. 

Now  Hsinchu ’s  260  companies 
and  70,000  employees  handle  on 
its  grounds  all  export-import  doc¬ 
umentation,  while  also  enjoying 
special  shops,  banks,  and  clinics 
as  well  as  high-quality  schools 
aimed  at  catering  to  the  demands 
of  expatriates  lured  to  return  home 
from  California’s  Silicon  Valley, 
and  even  a  recreational  area  with 
an  artificial  pond. 

The  park  -  which  has  an  annual 
turnover  of  $6.4b.,  and  is  one  of 
four  strewn  across  the  island,  with 
several  more  in  various  planning 
stages  -  resoundingly  echoes  of 
the  Taiwanese  near-conquest  of 
the  global  high-tech  hardware 
industry.  The  Taiwanese  figured 
early  on  that  PCs  and  their  periph¬ 
erals  would  undergo  a  process  of 
commoditization,  meaning  that 
while  the  markets  would  want  a 
famous  brand-name  outside  a 
device,  they  would  seldom  notice, 
and  never  mind,  the  source  of  the 
components  inside  iL 


A  vendor  in  one  of  Taipei’s  night  markets:  A  unique  combina¬ 
tion  of  conservatism,  agility  and  globalism  lAmoc  a.«-ei> 


Gradually,  Taiwanese  firms  took 
the  lead  in  producing  graphic 
cards,  computer  chips,  scanners, 
screens,  drives,  mice  and  what  not. 
The  mice,  by  the  way.  are  no 
longer  considered  high-tech  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  part  of  the  proof  is  that 
they  have  been  seen,  lately, 
“swimming”  west  to  the  mainland, 
joked  Wang. 

Yet  the  real  paradox  is  that  earli¬ 
er  tins  century,  the  sugar  once  pro¬ 
duced  where  the  park  now  sthnds 
was  Taiwan's  primary  source  of 
income,  and  also  the  main  reason 
for  its  occupation  by  Japan, 

Now.  after  painstakingly  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  fanning  to  low-tech 
and  from  there  to  high-tech  while 
facing  up  to  Beijing’s  and  Tokyo's 
predatory  appetites,  Thiwan  may 
seem  to  have  finally  won  the  upper 
hand.  Still,  even  this  otherwise  spe¬ 
cial  case  is  no  exception  to  the  rule 
that  nothing  is  ever  perfect 

On  the  cyclical  level,  with  all 
due  respect  to  its  successful 
weathering  so  far  of  the  financial 
tempest  surrounding  it,  Taiwan’s 
export-oriented  economy  must 
ultimately  feel  the  repercussions 
of  a  significant  decline  in  global 
trade.  Expons  to  Indonesia,  for 


instance,  have  plunged  40%  this 
year,  according  to  Board  of 
Foreign  Trade  Director-General 
Chen  Ruey-long. 

On  the  structural  level.  Taipei's 
remarkable  love-hate  relations 
with  the  mainland  will  continue  to 
pose  at  least  potential  threats  to 
the  future  of  its  stability;  it  was 
less  than  three  years  ago  that 
Beijing  shook  Taipei’s  financial 
markets' 5y  conducting  maneuvers  I 
aimed  at  intimidating  Taiwan  fol¬ 
lowing  President  Lee  Teng-hui’s) 
semi-official  visit  to  the  US. 

Still,  it  seems  that  such  incidents 
of  posturing  are  destined  to  be 
dwarfed  by  the  promise  of  prag¬ 
matic  mercantilism. 

Confucius  said  "study  as  if  you 
were  following  someone  you  could 
not  overtake,  and  were  afraid  of  los¬ 
ing.”  That,  in  essence,  is  what 
Taiwan  is  busy  doing,  as  it  analyzes 
the  rapidly  changing  attitudes  and 
opportunities  across  the  mainland, 
while  Beijing  gropes  for  new  hori¬ 
zons  through  die  murky  contradic¬ 
tions  of  authoritarianism  and  capi¬ 
talism.  Indeed,  what  remains  to  be 
seen  in  this  increasingly  harmo¬ 
nious  tango  is  just  who.  actually,  is 
following  whom. 
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Siemens  is  high  on  Israeli  high  tech 

Already  heavily  invested  here,  the  German  electronics  giant  is  scanning  1 00  local  start-ups  for  possible  ventures 


When  Hermann  J.  Koelle,  the  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Siemens  AG  in 
China,  was  approached  by  an 
Israeli  ambassador  in  1994  and  asked 
what  business  Israel  could  undertake  with 
the  Chinese,  Koelle  suggested  agriculture. 

Five  years  later,  Koelle,  now  the  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Siemens  Israel,  realizes 
it  was  the  wrong  advice.  “At  that  time,  I 
didn't  know  that  Israel's  real  strength 
lies  in  high-tech,”  he  says. 

Now,  however,  he  understands,  and  so 
does  his  company. 

In  the  last  few  years,  the  German  giant, 
which  is  one  of  the  hugest  electrical  and 
electronic  corporations  in  the  world, 
with  ^les  of  $70.5  billion  in  fiscal  1998. 
has  directly  invested  DM  150  million  in 
Israeli  start-up  companies;  another  DM 
40m.  through  the  venture  capital  fund. 
Star;  signed  joint-venture  agreements 
with  Israeli  companies;  and.  in  addition, 
each  year  sells  DM  200-300m.  worth  of 
products  to  Israeli  companies. 

At  a  time  when  many  multinationals 
have  exhibited  uncertainty  about  invest¬ 
ing  in  Israel,  Dr.  Heinrich  v.  Pierer,  die 
president  and  CEO  of  Siemens,  recently 
singled  the  country  out  as  a  target  for 
future  high-tech  cooperation. 

“We  plan  to  increase  our  direct  partic¬ 
ipation  ini  the  country,”  he  told  guests  in 
a  surprise  announcement  at  the  compa¬ 
ny 's’annual  press  conference  in  Munich 
this  month.  He  went  on  to  praise  Israel 
for  its  “innovative  entrepreneurial  spirit.” 

SIEMENS  isn’t  a  newcomer  to  Israel.  It 
proudly  traces  its  history  back  to  the 
time  of  the  British  Mandate  when  it  set 
up  registered  companies  under  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Palestine  in  the  1920s.  One  of 
the  original  certificates  now  hangs  on  a 
wall  near  Koelle’s  desk  in  the  Siemens 
office  in  Tel  Aviv,  and  Koelle  gestures  to 
it  now  and  agaiit 

Imtially  the  company  ran  its  Israeli 
busihete-ihmi  i  oh  -  agents.  It  was  only  in 
1993,'  with  the  onset  of  the  peace 
process* T-That  ‘  the'  German  company 
decided  iq  establish  an  office  of  its  own. 


There  was  no  record  of  the  initial  agree¬ 
ments  in  the  company's  archives,  so  it 
took  a  year  to  sort  out  the  mess  and  final¬ 
ly  open  the  office.  Today  it  employs  four 
full-time  staff  members  and  one  part- 
time  person. 

‘The  peace  process  was  the  motivation 
for  the  decision  to  have  our  own  compa¬ 
ny  here,”  acknowledges  Koelle. 
“Everyone  was  expecting  that  peace 
would  bring  the  region  together  econom¬ 
ically.  We  bad  an  idea  that  the  Siemens 
office  would  become  a  center  for  compe¬ 
tence  where  we  could  offer  support  to 
other  neighboring  countries.  Israel's  just 
a  short  drive  to  Jordan  or  Lebanon,  and  it 
had  all  the  necessary  requirements  to  be 
a  good  base  for  business  -  democracy, 
industrialization,  well-educated  people, 
infrastructure  and  the  biggest  high-tech 
industry  in  the  region.” 

The  company  also  hoped  to  be  able  to 
sell  more  of  its  own  products  to  Israeli 
firms.  In  the  last  four  years  Siemens  has 
certainly  moved  in  this  direction,  though 
even  Koelle  admits  the  movement  hasn’t 
been  as  fast  or  effective  as  management 
had  hoped. 

Today  Siemens  has  direct  investment 
in  six  Israeli  companies.  Top  of  the  list  is 
Siemens  Data  Communications  (former¬ 
ly  Omer),  a  100-percent  owned  Karmiel- 
based  company  that  develops  telecom¬ 
munications  products.  Siemens  also  has 
a  majority  stake  in  Seabridge  (formerly 
RADnet),  which  manufactures  access 
switches  for  ATM  networks;  Siemens 
Circuit  Protection  Partnership;  and  IC 
Com,  a  specialist  in  electronic  telecom¬ 
munication  chips. 

Finally,  it  has  a  10%  share  in  Netanya- 
based  Savan  Communications,  and  also  in 
Floware  System  Solutions  of  Or-Ybhuda. 
“We  are  normally  looking  for  companies 
with  knowledge  or  technology  that  we 
need  for  our  global  activities,  either 
because  our  own  development  is  behind, 
or  because  it's  something  really  new  and 
brilliant  that  didn’t  occur  to  us  before” 
says  Koelle. 

Siemens  has  also  invested  another  40 


million  marks  in  about  20  Israeli  start¬ 
ups  through  the  venture  capital  fund  Star 
Venture  Capital  Management 

The  company  is  now  examining  anoth¬ 
er  100  or  so  start-ups  for  possible  joint 
ventures.  “We  may  do  some  kind  of 
cooperation  with  maybe  five  of  these,” 
says  Koelle.  “We  may  not  always  invest 
money,  but  might  sign  a  contract  to  sell 
their  equipment,  or  they  may  develop  or 
research  something 
for  us." 

The  company  also 
has  OEMs,  with  com¬ 
panies  such  as  Orckit 
Communications  and 
ECI  Telecom,  and  has 
entered  into  a  joint 
venture  with  Elscint, 
the  maker  of  medical 
detection  devices. 

In  addition,  Siemens 
sells  its  products  to 
Israeli  companies  for 
between  200-300  mil¬ 
lion  marks  a  year. 

These  products  span 
the  whole  range  of 
Siemens’  business, 
from  telephones  to 
poweiplants,  and  are 
sold  through  Israel’s 
agents.  ■ 

Despite  all  this 
activity,  Koelle  ack¬ 
nowledges  that 
Siemens  has  achieved 
neither  of  the  goals  it  set  for  itself  in 
1994.  Israel's  economy  has  been  in 
recession  for  the  last  two  years,  and  as  a 
result,  sales  of  Siemens'  own  products 
have  not  grown  as  expected,”  says 
Koelle. 

Then,  of  course,  there's  the  peace 
process.  “It  didn’t  go  as  we  hoped  it 
would.  At  the  time  of  Oslo  we  were  all  a 
little,  what  the  German's  call  ‘blue¬ 
eyed.’  We  were  too  optimistic  and  unre¬ 
alistic.  It  couldn't  have  happened  as  fast 
as  we  wanted. 

“Yes,  it's  a  disappointment,  Koelle 
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Koelle:  ‘The  search  to  find  a 
potential  partner  is  much 
more  intensive  in  Israel  than 


elsewhere.’ 


continued.  “It’s  been  a  disappointment  to 
many  people.” 

To  make  the  situation  worse,  the  com¬ 
pany  has  been  threatened  by  Arab 
nations  angry  at  its  heavy  involvement  in 
Israel.  In  February.  The  Jerusalem  Post 
reported  that  the  Syrian  government 
would  not  consider  a  muItirruUion  dollar 
telecommunications  contract  from 
Siemens  because  of  the  company’s  inter¬ 
ests  in  Israel.  This  is 
not  the  only  incident, 
but  Koelle  would  pre¬ 
fer  not  to  discuss  H. 
“It's  not  appropriate,” 
he  says. 

While  these  factors 
have  had  a  negative 
impact  on  trade  and 
investment  in  Israel, 
the  management  at 
Siemens  seems 
undaunted. 

“Israel  is  an  unusual 
country"  says  Koelle. 
“There  are  a  lot  of 
new  ideas  coming  - 
from  here.  It’s  not 
unusual  for  Siemens 
to  be  doing  business 
with  a  country,  but  it 
is  unusual  for  us  to 
have  invested  150  mil¬ 
lion  marks  in  start¬ 
ups.  This  is  something 
Siemens  doesn't  do  in 
other  countries.  The 
search  to  find  a  potential  partner  is  much 
more  intensive  in  Israel  than  elsewhere 
because  the  likelihood  of  finding  one  is 
much  stronger.” 

He  believes  that  what  makes  Israel  so 
unique  in  the  high-tech  arena  is  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  factors  including  the  country’s 
conscripted  military  service,  the  large 
Russian  immigration,  government  aid  to 
start-ups  and  the  curiosity  of  Israeli  engi¬ 
neers.  “They  are  very  open  to  new  solu¬ 
tions  and  new  technology.  They  don't 
just  go  in  one  direction  like  German 
researchers  do,”  says  Koelle,  “Maybe  it’s 
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in  the  genes.  It’s  something  we  feel 
strongly  here. 

“Israel’s  bigb-tech  community  is  very 
creative  and  die  people  are  dedicated,  if 
they  want  to  achieve  something  there’s 
no  evening  or  night  when  they  are  not 
working.  They  have  a  very  strong  wish 
to  succeed  and  to  earn  money.  They’re 
unconventional  and  they  don’t  have  fixed 
routes  like  they  do  in  Germany.  This  has 
advantages  and  disadvantages  -  their 
reliability  regarding  achievement  for 
example." 

He  said  that  at  present,  Siemens 
employs  some  40,000  people  around  the 
world  in  R&D  alone.  “They  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  can  invent  everything, 
but  Dr.  v.  Pierer  believes  that  we  have  to 
look  at  what's  going  on  outside  as  well, 
in  Silicon  Valley  and  Silicon  Wadi 
(Israel).  He  wants  us  to  push  for  cooper¬ 
ation.  I’m  convinced  that  our  business 
with  Israel  will  go  into  a  faster  gear, 
based  on  all  that  we’ve  achieved  so  far.” 

WITH  this  in  mind  Siemens  has 
announced  that  it  will  to  found  a  new 
venture  capital  fond  to  invest  in  promis¬ 
ing  start-ups,  whether  or  not  they  are  in 
Siemens'  traditional  fields  of  expertise. 

The  company  has  also  recently  set  up  a 
new  international  purchasing  office  and 
plans  to  increase  the  amount  of  products 
it  buys  from  Israel  to  some  DM  100  m.  a 
year. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  however, 
Siemens  is  still  banking  on  peace.  “It’s  a 
must  In  my  personal  opinion  it  will 
come,  and  when  it  does,  it  will  bring  us 
business”  says  Koelle.  “We’re  waiting 
for  iL” 

To  try  to  help  the  process  along. 
Siemens  recently  became  involved  in  a 
high-tech  joint  venture  between  Siemens 
Data  Communications  and  Hi-Tek 
Engineering  in  Ramallah,  a  company 
owned  by  Tareq  Maayah.  The  plan, 
which  is  supported  by  the  Peres  Institute 
for  Peace  and  possibly  the  Peace 
Technology  Fund,  is  to  establish  a  joint 
research  and  development  center  ip  the 


West  Bank  town.  Engineers  from 
Ramallah  will  be  trained  in  Karmiel  and 
then  sent  back  to  Ramallah  to  help  build 
the  new  venture.  The  focus  will  be  on  the 
development  of  telecommunications  net¬ 
works.  By  2000.  some  100  Palestinian 
engineers  are  expected  to  be  employed. 

This  is  the  first  high-tech  joint  venture 
between  an  Israeli  and  Palestinian  com¬ 
pany.  and  Koelle  hopes  that  it  will  help 
the  peace  process  along.  "The  venture  is 
based  on  sound  economic  reasons.  Israel 
is  short  of  engineers  and  is  even  thinking 
of  bringing  them  in  from  India.  But  in 
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank,  we  have  3.000 
engineers  who  are  technically  and  theo¬ 
retically  good  and  only  need  practical 
experience.  The  cost  of  Palestinian  engi¬ 
neers  is  also  lower  than  Israeli  engineers. 
Thai's  business.”  he  shrugs. 

However,  he  said  the  company  had  to 
be  convinced  that  this  project  would  sup¬ 
port  peace,  because  of  the  number  of 
problems  it  has  encountered  in  trying  to 
set  it  up,  particularly  in  getting 
Palestinian  engineers  in  and  out  of  Israel . 

So  far  a  letter  of  intent  has  been 
signed,  and  KoeUe  expects  it  will  take 
time  to  get  the  project  off  the  ground. 

Sounds  philanthropic  but,  as  KoeUe 
points  out:  “At  the  end  of  the  day,  we  are 
not  the  Salvation  Army;  the  peace 
process  will  bring  more  business." 

With  peace  still  a  mirage  on  the  hori¬ 
zon,  Siemens  plans  to  spend  the  next  few 
years  intensifying  its  search  for  potential 
partners.  “Up  till  now,  we’ve  just  been 
reacting  to  Israeli  interest,  now  we  want 
to  actively  search  for  partners.  If  we  need 
to  solve  a  problem,  then  we  wiU  come  to 
Israel  and  look  for  someone  to  help  us.” 

Koelle  would  like  to  employ  another 
person  to  concentrate  on  this  task,  but 
with  Siemens  in  a  critical  profit  situa¬ 
tion.  he  says  it  is  currently  impossible. 

In  the  long  term,  well.  Siemens  is  still 
waiting  for  peace.  But  what  if  war  comes 
instead?  “Let’s  not  think  about  that,” 
says  Koelle  sharply.  "Then  everything 
would  be  a  mess.” 
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JCT  ...... 

JEC. 


SOO 


.755 

.30 


Ktan.. 


Knetatm.. 
Kaor _ 


.421 


.4300 


-15800 


Makhtestwn  A^hi  tad. 


.2440 

-130 


11 

24 

0 

0 

0 

17 

01 

1.9 

24 

2 

31 

31 

1.8 

04 

1.6 


Mntnh  _ _ 

-.4270 

11 

11 

11 

0 

■4.7 

Mehaddn  .  ..  . . 

_ 12700 

MerEden  _ 

- 1400 

_ 1010 

Uhhtavr  .  ... 

_ 2050 

UbmtX  . . . 

NATSVA  REGULAR 

Orta  . 

Onnet  Industries 
□earn  Industries. 


44 


Phones  he.1 


RaSmtav  _ 
Port  ol  Safe 
.>81 
Sail 


.1768 

.2170 

.7450 

.3850 


.11990 


.32000 


ScMBara 


.1840 


.3950 


Supernal  - 

- 986 

Tartan . . 

-  .15150 

Tefehn _ _ 

_  .  187300 

Tava 

1660 

-17850 

Wins  and  CoMea 

Shriain  u*Bnx  _ .. 

-.  . — 262 

42 

1.7 

31 

1.4 

27 

-03 

-01 

13 

1.4 

23 

31 

01 

5 

-11 

0.1 

0 

1.1 

-01 

1 

11 


LAST  CHANGE* 


tope- 


AbudL 


-11 


Aco-Sparta. 


...40 

..Pi! 


Adraskin  Ind. _ 

Actawraro  ZVt  l _ 

— 464 
- 1666 

adafcom . — 

- 0 

Ader 

Alnca  Hotels  Bond  B 

96 

Afnca  Hotels  Warrant  2— 

58 

Ataca  Israel  Hotels  Bond  A  ..142 

Alsaklnd 

Araf  Investments  .  _ 

AFBan  _ 

Aftac2  .  .. 

A8»w6  .  .  -  ... 

Atony-Hoc  — 

Atony-Hoc  Bend  A _ 

189 

AtodWtaranlT.  ....  . 

AtawBondD  _. 

.  .  84 

Alrw  Warrant  5 
Akmr 


Aluim  — 
Amigar 


.971 

—260 


Amec 


.1130 

.171 


AmmgaWBjrant  1 

Aimat _ 630 


181.5 

58 


Ampa  Investments 

Analyst  EMS - 

Angel  Trade. 


.122000 

-685 


Angel  Hade  Bond  A 
AngeT  Trade  Bond  0 
Angel  Trade  Bond  C. 
Apron. 


.46 


.160 

.120 

_64 


Apron  warrant  1 . 
Appfam 


-204 


AracsD  Warrant  2 . 
Arad 


.2430 


-340 


Aradlbeeta. 
Araam 


Araan  Bond  1 . 

Atgaman  ... _ 

ArSdan  ___ 


.  1470 
.  1312 
.71 


-280 


-155 


Arpai.. 


.1390 


At&efcn 


Plywood . 

Ashtoton  Plywood  Bond  1 _ 284 

Ashteton  Plywood  Band  2 _ 1675 

Aatibd - - - 420 


-213 

.97 


-460 


AsTVad  Bond  A  . 
Ashot  ... 


.1652 


Ashot  Bond  A 
Ashpaa. 


.188 


AshliOffl  Bend  1  . 
Ashtrom  Bond  2 

Aataonr  Ind.  _ 

Ashtrom  Prop 


.180.1 

_ 185 

— 530 


Astrom  P  Bond  1 , 


.190 


Astram  overran  a . 
AsnunBandC . 


.995 
_  19 


As&un  WfflTCrt  2  . 

Anton _ — 

Atawr - 

ATX. 


ATX  Bond  A. 


.1194 

_.1BB 


Aemon _ 

Aura  _ _ 


Ararat 


.157 

4420 


Avaral  Bond  A., 


Averbucn  Formica  . 
Aw* 


..<831 


Am  Bond  1  , 
Amv  Bond  2.. 
Awiar. 


..409 


AvrotBand2 


.157 

.90 

-41 


Avrol  Warrars  2 _ 

AyaJon 


Aamutti 


Azortai  Properws  Bond  3 

Amrim  Warrant  13 . .... 

Aartn  Warrants  _ 

AjorimVftrrortA _ 

Azorim  Warrant  B _ 

Bedash  Bond  1 _ _ 

Barit _ _ _ _ 


-.780 

...447 


-.1851 

.—440 


.106 


-399 


.565 


.33 


-232 


Baterttao  Band  A 
Baton  _ 


.1435 


.133 


Bema’asaf , 


Bfime'esat  Bond  A 
Bor. 


.3700 

-150 


Bar&ndA 
Band. 


..139 

-519 


Baranows 
Barter  — 


-ISO 

-239 


-626 


Bar?*  . 


-535 


-1391 


Baumel  Moxhe  ___ 
BaySOa  Bond  2 


-160 


-1615 

.941 


iWrinamD _ — 1535 

I  Shemsh _ _ - 1271 

Behai  _ 340 


Ben  Xdor  Band  A  . 


Ben  Yaknr  Bond  B _ 

SenVfefcarGa _ 

Boron 


.183 

-87 


.«300 


Beak  Band  3. 


.MO 


Bezel  Warrant  Bond  3 
BAi, 


-1271 

-294 


BiuBondA. 


,  1700 
.170.1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-61 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-01 

15 

-11.4 

6 

0 

5! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■01 

0 

•0.6 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

11 

-2 

■11 

5 

21 

0 

0 

0 

6.9 
-53 
14. t 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

01 

0 

27 

0 

0 

1.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-24 
0  . 
0 
0 
3 
0 

1.1 

21 

0 

0 

131 

0 

ai 

91 

0.7 

124 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 

-09 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-1 

-21 

0 

-1.1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

12 

0 

0 


Brofwra - 

Barbus  Brcrtws  Bondi — 
BoulausGO  — . 

Bolide  GO  Bond  A 
Braid. 


BrfL 


BrokSHe. 


.491 


Brush  . 


.131 


Bunding  Bark 
BmdngResou. 
CHoUngs. 


.122. 


.4300 


-334 


C  Hofcfngs  Bond  5. 
Caesarea  1 

Cartel - 

Capua). 


Coptei  Band  A 
Capra* - 


■  48.1  -« 

.5700  .  0 
.4180  2 

-900  0 


Cargaf 

Crtnel. 

Cam 


JOS 


-530 


Castro 


-460 


Cafeteria  1 . 
GDI. 


-380 


CamentecelBandA . 

Gememcal  —  . . 

Centro 


-200 


.140 


Centro  Bend  1 


.149 


Cham  - - 


Chayun  Comptons . 
Chernpal _ 


-390 


.ire 


ChtavNr 


-405 


sin 


.130 


.1312 


01 

Del 


.162 


.6840 


Cohen  Beni 
Cohan  Dev.. 


.45000 


Cohen  Ml. 


.1674 

-1391 


Cold  Storage  I . 
Cold  Storage  5  . 


.1755 

.9200 


Cold  Storage  and  Stoviy  Bond  1 _ 0 

Corner - 155 

Compi  Warrant  T . 24 


- 788 

CgrctT— - — - 

—  1137 

Cradt  Lmo - - 

- 34 

Cyctano  Bond  1 

- 272 

— — -166 

Danbar  Rasoucus  Bond  B  _ 

— 175.6 

DanbvTschnotogtesBondA 

- 167 

nannIRnndA . 

Oanei  Persomel  _ 

—  1747 

Donol  Warrart  2 

- 165 

DonknerBand3 

S21 

Dartmer  Warrant  C 
Danly. 


-497 


-535 


DARBANBOND2. 
Mm  Bond  A_ 


-111 


Otvban  Mfanarrl  3 . 
Dana. 

Dadon 


.147 


Dash  nwesanra. 
Data _ 


.300 


..770 


.877 


Deleft  Ofl. 


rkgal  .....  . 

91 

Dtrorni 

im»  . . . 

41 

Dotev  BondA 

Domlcar  — _ 

142 

0 

Dor  Berger. 
Dor  Chon 


.171! 

—324 


Dor  Energy . 

Dorowl _ 

Doraa. 


-339 


.1330 


.409 


Dad  Cl. 


.501 


Dari  Enpteenng _ _ 

Don  Etrarartog  Bard  A 
Dovcffl  Bond  A  ______ 

Dovrari 
DSL  . 


.1021 


-469 


.141.1 

-147 


DitakM. 


-675 


DubeftS  ... 


-4.7 

-S3 


0 

111 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-13 

0 

17 

4 

0 

0  .. 


DTGtadusrtns  . . 

1100 

-182 

0 

1.6 

Efti  Bond  A  ... 

Einl . 

&am 

..  2950 

-.+35 

B  Cam  Bond  i . 

- 1731 

•0.1 

EJadBondA 

■66 

Bad  Bond  B 

Badc3.  ... 

■0.4 

Bad  w5 

BbC  Computers  Bond  B _ 

- 135.4 

0.1 

Z6 

□gar  .  .... 

Ctitfldi  Ind. 

Bta  . . 

EJtaBondA . 

- 143 

0 

- 4460 

OJ 

11 

■62 

ESt  . 

Esirod  Robotoch . 

-2.7 

Evroie  Warram  i  . 

“  mi 

Export  Irrv.  _ 

- 780 

ii 

Faidmafl. 

- 68 

- 78! 

0 

0 

Fetaman  Bond  A 

— -158 

0 

Feldman  Wanato  3- 
Feuebtwanger  1  _ 
Faueft  twanger  5  — 
FkfaH. 


.7670 


-37300 


Five  J  Jowetore  Bond  2 

- .138.5 

GaheM  .  ..... 

Gotaom 

. —112! 

1096 

Gnmbtt 

Gan  ShmoaNVanani  3  _ 

-  .  .465 

Gap  Development - 

1351 

GapHokSngs  . 

Gee  Warrant  2 . 

- 190 

Gall  Bond  C  ..- 

04*»  Sabrina  . 

Giwr  Sport- 


Giror  Warrant  2_ 


.731 


.1031 


- 762 

GBleft . 

Ghat  Otam  01 

- 127 

Gatan  .  ...  . . . . 

(rrt] 

- 380 

Gokfen  Horae  _ 

.—512 

Golden  House  Band  1 _ 

— 260 

GranDBond 

..  158 

Green  Software  ....  . 

_ 1531 

- 1631 

hd. DevBwfc  Prof  .... 

WupendanteMort _ 

- 71300 

•a 

tatergamma  1  - 

- - 624 

0 

teergamiBS  r_ 

- 12000 

0 

hal. . 

- 170 

-1.7 

tonoolor 

- 4620 

0 

■temeeen  - 

JOB. 

JoaBandiA  ._ 

JOaBondA  . 

J0B.VItamnt3 _ 

tefritebondh 

IS 

ICafift  ... . 

Kakaffi  Bond  A  . 

05 

Kranour 

RamourBartoR 

Kamsent_.. 

KanaMtanaraG.  .. 

0 

0 

0 

31 

51 

Kariool  BondA . 

Kardan  1 

-42.7 

KortwiS 

IWz  ... 

Kedem  Chenrieata  .  ... 

-7.1 

Narirnr . 

KesttorBond  A  . 

— 160 

0 

evfiSO 

81 

BndRrardA  . 

—  37 

0 

Ktonrara  _. . 

—220 

41 

Ktal 

Kkal  Bond  A  . 

KM  BondA 
Ml  tad.  5. 


Koor Bonds . 
Kape! 


Bond  t 


la  NaUcnote  Bond  A. 
LaNattoraUFraJ. 
Ladrish . 

Lanonl 


-1501 


LraMdatOMExpkxBtkxi. 
Leptaat  Ox  EjJtofErs- 
Lam 
Lflvtav 


LazrxrtBdg 


Laznft*  ComnCua. 


Lazrxck  Carmerciel  Centres  Bond  146 

Laznk*  Ind  Bldgs _  9w 

Lsroidc  Indictml  BMgs.  Bond  A  1441 


Logo - 

LeunX  Warrant  5 _ 

_ 409 

_ 451 

.660 

IMK  . -  . 

Lam  Band  B 

- 91.1 

Lwinstata  Bond  A 

- 29 2 

-  ....94 

Lfivtostaki  Htairant  2 _ 

...........100 

Levitaeki  _  ..  ._. 

_ 1420 

LffaMr  t  . 

. 52? 

Ldws  _ sm 

Upman - 

- 2800 

Ijpskr - 

LpsM  BondA _ 

- 3360 

182 

Indml  . . 

1255 

Lodaa4  .  ._ 

LtrintGaH  .. 

- 4380 

.  22.7 

Lunar  GaS  Bondi 
Uirtr 


Ma'artv  Bond  A 
Mstarat 
Maspel 


Mag*#  BondA 
Macjpel  Bond  B 
UacpelBondC 


1.9 


MacpeS  WrmtalS- _ / 

.1 - 30 

Magam . . 

- 358 

-  115 

Magsm  Bond  A  ... 

Magam  Bond  B  .. 

- 180 

- 1301 

Magor  Iridgs.  Bond  B - 

..  .83 

liatti 

Marateon _ 

- 85 

Marataon  Insured 


.103 


Mario  LaznttConjtr.  Bondi  —1781 

Mano  Laznidi  Canstr.  Bond  2  _ 156  I 

Maritime  Bank - — .  1353 


Maritime  Bonk  Bond  B  . 
Master 
Master- 
Maeiuv 
Mashro . 

Matrar. 


.1541 

.135 


-510 


- 475 

MedteehnlcaBandB _ 

—  853 

Mecftorranean  Harris  Bond  A 

—.725 

Mee’Ezra  .  . 

-1699 

MateL_—__ 

Meteseran  Band  B  _ 

- 296 

— -95 

Mafcsaron  Wbrrart  3 _ 

- 37 

Monarch  Ins.  5  _ 

_  7100 

Mertrav  . 

—100 

-115.1 

Meytavn 

Ifirftte  EbbTUm . 

- IBS 

Udtfle  Eaa  Ti4»  Bond  A. . 

kWdte  EeetTitoe  Warrant  2  „ 

- 9 

Ifikunar  Wananr  2 

—  85 

Iton-  Bond  A 

—  .140 

Ifehnaaf 

—  60 
_ IB 

UsbarBond2 

_ 58 

_ 175 

— 30* 

Hvtadi  Shamir  . . 

MaOrt  Sharer  .  .  .  . 

1900 

-9700 

-  .0 

Sfaafri  wariard  2. 

UM  Enonearing _ 

Engineering  Bond  A . 


.715 


H-Beorencs 

H.  Mar _ 

Hates. 


.1340 

-412 


.140 


Hates  Bond  1 

Hadarl - 

Hadars 


.3480 

...147 


-28800 


Hadartas.1 . 
Hadarhs.5 


-9*900 


Hadarim  Bondi. . 


Hadnrtn  Warrand 

Hajpi . 


-.3100 

-1223 


-950 


Haga  BondB 

Hamate* _ 

Hwral 


1812 


LAST 

CHANGE* 

WboMman  1 

LAST 
_ 530 

WooHmanS  . 

- 2200 

ft""**-- 

Od*r 

100 

_ _ 350 

0 

0 

Tnxncn  . 

Warn 

- 5E9 

OphftTbUK 


Oppenhetaier 
Optkna . 


.443 


.88 


.149 


.3560 


Orazfl  Bond  A_ 
Orta 


-500 


.175 


Orta  Bondi. 

Qnw _ 

Oriel _ 

Orfu _ 


.2790 

—187 

-620 


.1243 


OrffeBondJL, 


-307 


Ortte  Warrant  2 


Onoer  treteatriee  Band  D  _ 
OrmallrriutlriesWaimnlS 
OtW 


OtarHaeWon . 
Oz. 


QzaSda. 


-Mil 

-29 


5440 


■47 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•21 

0 

0 

0 

-13 

-1.1 

0 

-1 

-5.4 

22 

■44 

0 

11 

41 


0 

nu  v 

hideaBondA . 


.15 


Rwroort - 

- 1766 

0 

PCB  ..  _  . 

42 

- 80S 

41 

PtePtasr 

.  27500 

Ptot 

Plrtros 

-.133 

0 

Fleam  bonds . 


Plesan  warrant  1 
PtaaoSac . 


Ptesta  Shack  Bend  A  . 


Ptasto  Shock  WaianT  2  . 
HaaJim  tav  Bond  B . 


RselimtaiWarTsrt  3. 


-1041 


-BIO 


R>elm  fmastmnts  Bond  A _ 1421 

Potak - 294 


.1240 


ra - ■  J - 

rDBMQOn 


PnHaanek 


Prl  Haemek  Band  A . 
Prfbfcsr 


Printer  Bond  A . 
Pros 


Proto  Bond  A- 
Python . 


QueltyCapMas _ 375 

Ratota  - 238 

Rem  Zra  SIB 


Rangorl 


.189 


Rapak  Bond  A 

Raasco  _ 

Ratio. 


.1681 


.1320 


An  Car - 


Ravad. 
RDC . 


.85 


RDC  Bond  A 


RedSeaHoteta. 
RBgenqr. 


.151! 

-GOO 


Regency  Bond  1 
Regard. 


.1191 

.129 


Regent  BondA. 


-465 


.1511 
_ 440 


Rested  Band  B. 
Ftoxxri _ 


..125 


Jftagosii 


-.780 


Ftogoih  Bend  A 


.1239 


Rogoai  Wtaranl  B. 


Rosebud  . 


Roseresl 

Rotem. 


.70 


.100 


Rotshten . 


-279 


.L.  ro - m  ■ 

mi  iuiiuh  Exna  a 

RSL 


.140 


.140 


SattetMapBondA. 
Sagle  PWp  Bond  1 

SaterBonda _ 

SaharDen 


.675 


.1013 

-293 


.95 


SaharSaroritfes 
Sahar  Warrant  1 . 
Sentaool 
Sonol 
Sarro  5. 

Scope . 


-285 


_351 


.2900 


ScojmBondA. 


Scope  Wanart2 
Sea  Hade _ 


Secom . 


-14100 

.1200 

.97.4 

-110 

DO 


-250 


Securitas  Band  A'. 


-711 


.1856 


Serafcn- 


Shated 

Sharat. 


.1270 

-375 


-32B 


ShaKyah : 
She! . 


.1268 


Shatel - 

Shekel  BondA. 
Shetent 


-209 


-1831 
— 152 


Sheheor  Bond  1. 
SWag 


-isa7 


Sham  Toy 
Shemen  . 
Smadot 


Shkrmo  Angrt 
Shmi  c2. 


.11700 

.55 


.5650 


5hmi  «2. 
Strara . 


.85 


Shnua BondA . 
Shruv  , 


..740 


Strung 


Stiiero 


.100 


SMemBondA- 
Staal. 


.387 


Stoat  BondA 


SdBoneRI. 

Sntog _ 

Scuta  Pipe . 

- 358 

Sponcrt . 

- 175 

STG  Bond  A  . 

Ta’al  . 

TachotBondB 

TraS*  .... 

TW 

TAP  Bond  1  . .  .. 

TbshluzBondA 

- 175 

HwNuzBondB  . 
■ftShhn  Prop. . 


TastBot  Israel . 

Wi _ 

WT5. 


.141 

-960 


.158.7 


W BondA  . 


.1196 

.280 


Taya  Comm.  1 


-961 


fern  Computers 
Tedrrtoplaa _ _ 


-296 


.5010 


TedeaBondA  .. 
Tedfla  Wananr  1 . 


TetahrtProtered- 
Tafen _ 


- 642 

- 1483 

- 1101 

-238 


181200 
-1050 
- 540 


Tttste  Warrant  1 

Hma  — _ 

%um. 


..191>4 

—190 


Teuzatasurod. 

TbonUaal 


-212 


-132 


TfitMtarrmS _ GOO 

Tiv. - 410 


TUU. 


?P*ne, 


-734 


Topttaa8ond2 
Topper  . 


.165 


Topper  Bond  1. 


Tbsa/  ConucxrdE . 
Trade 


.301 


Hade  BondA 

Trend  Line _ 

Hocadaro 

Hydkal _ 

Tsabar . 


JOB 


-370 


Tsarfatl 


-199 


Hash  Esh . 
Hasan. 


-227 
— 83 


htadsofttn  Prop 


-1712 


.1060 


Keraholl. 


-295 


Hetehof  Bond  A 
Hayal. 


HajalBond2- 


-1453 
-  1200 


tedhraftan  Proper  ees  Bond  A  —142 

Ned-orslttan  WananM  _ _ 293 

Negror  Ceramics _ 189 

NratsMsn  1 _ 158 

Moteanan5 - 2660 

NeoSArw _ _ _ 10420 


TcatfcD  BondA _ 

Tbit  ... 

-  ..156 

TsurSond A.  . 

- - 158 

TirttmaiJW 

■  -3*n 

htayal  Warrant  1. 
HedArzl  Music  . 

Hiron  1 _ 

Hnn5. 


.100 

-.77 

.303 


Tzmlcte  Bond  A 
Utota _ 


New  Artel 


-1415 
— 364 


Untoarl. 
Untar  5. 


.734 


HLSerrieeBord2_ 
HL  Service  Bond  3 . 

HL  Services . . 

Hod _ — _ _ 

Hoi _ _ _ 


..-0670 

.-36500 


.3800 


..IB1 


.... - 205 

- - 702 


HoR. 


.157.4 
- 1451 
-11&5 
-ISO 


Unted  Steel 


- 278 

—  2070 
-1541 


Hydrates , 
ES  Indus 


..162 


i  Indurate? 
ES  warren  1 , 
BenGa 


.973 

-294 


Nortan  .... 


-240 

^  -1550 

hsorons _ _  75 


United  Steel  Industries  Bondi  .1693 
IWwrcd _ <90 


.30 


tort*. 


Ban  Gat  BondA . 
ILDCBondfi..— 


1DC  Hotels. 


>118 

..157 

-269 


tort*  Bend  A . 

Nur _ 

NYP. _ 


Urten _ 239 

UrtanWam*5  - - 0 

Urepe  braet - 2570 

Wnflnon - 19200 


-1541 


Vaninan  Band  A . 


.156 


.63 


-1078 


1DC  HoWs  Band  1 


-292 


HDCHaiebWirrartZ- 
ILOChannoe . 


UC  Insurance  Bond  A - 
Imco 


-1843 

-.741 

-327 


Oral. 


Vtafnan  Conwrifale  Bond  AAA  _.i56 

Ifideoroata - 28.7 

Ytef  - . . . . 419 


Ocrf BondA . 


Ind  Bid  Warrant  3  . 

tad  BUgs  R1 _ 

hd-DevE 


-146 

.733 


—  18 
-23 


Oat  Bond  C  — 
OdMIVarrart  2  . 

Oeora _ 

Otak. 


r  BondA 


..1576 
..  1350 


.163 


1  BondA . 


— .....SO 


Otar  Be 


hd.DevBart.CC_ 


.341 


fflfe. 


VUcan _ _ 

Viican  Bond  1  — 


- 1243 

- .481 

- —254 


IndOavflanfcCC  1 . 


.£30 


.3480 


OiFrdUs 


-13 


*ln  local  currencies 


Itead  BondA. 
VbadBondB . 


Ttedhdictiras. 


-178.1 

-831 


YbadWmmt3 
Tbd. 


-280 


.80 


Vtonk. 


-490 


TMen. 


-188 


Vbrden  Bond2. 
YDPZ . 


-475 


-138 


YDPZ  Bote  A. 
Wda _ 


-270 


TUuda 


VWiGsd. 


.1511 

.1601 

-209 


YM. 


.38.7 


Ytehal  Warami . 
ttm  BondA _ 


.1600 

-340 


.1571 


VhnaHMte 

_ 184 

Zafrir 

as 

Zarfali  Warrart  2 

_ 26 

117 

Zalar  Abbgon  - 

_ i2fi 

ZeBer  Irrv  Vltanant  1  _ 

.21 

Zftal 

2ta5. 

ZM1- 

29(95. 


-653 


.3600 


.12500 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-53 

-8! 

0.1 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.T 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

12 

0 

0 

-18 

0 

-0! 

0 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 


LI  SHARES 
ABROAD 


AMEX 


Am  teaal  Prater  Mb _ 

9S3W 

+012S 

Arepd  American  Israel  — 
Cnirnai  Conbaner  Sys— — . 

+025 

41625 

Bsc&o  Cbsnritel  tod _ 

Fntok .  . . 

_ 0.6875 

_ ATS 

0 

*0175 

■  .61373 

0 

Et7  Lavndn  A . 

_ 4.75 

Q 

Intagrated  Tacfrrtogy _ 

_ 1.4375 

4125 

NASDAQ 


ACS  Searoracs  ltd . 
Accent  SoUnuie  , 
A.G.  AsKxxriss- 
Atek£n 


-0.125 


-ire 


AmpM. 
Anri  Co 


.103125 


-110313 


iComoui&  Software _ 4.75 

Aral  Comm  4  Soft  Wtorarn _ 14375 

Boner  China  SoUans _ B.125 

Better  Ontora  Sol  Ud  99 _ 115625 

BtoTtorntagy  General _ Lire 

BIULTkchnSograa _ 3 


QradteoHSaBm. 
Ctoratron . 


-41J5 


.11875 


Converse  'bdnobgy _ 69.375 

~  uni  Snterra  SduttanB  ... - ID 

RG.  Group _ 20 


DlSP.TTWi. 


teSystens 
EO  Telecom . 
BtaoC 


Sate 


-7.125 


Beane  Fudf 


Etacfraniceforlraagng . 


-15625 


BranEharoncscrd- 
Bnm  BedroDhs  Ind  bl. 


.1535 


EM  Medcal  Imaging  _ 
EM  Systems  Ltd 
Bark! 


.12375 


1126 

General  Developers _ 23125 

Medical  Systems  LH _ 93375 

Obit  Vision  Systems _ 1.1875 


EsbedRDbatoc(1982j 
Formie  Systems  [1985) 
FormS  LI 
Rmdtedr 
Gates 


-0375 


-255 


aw&fbod- 


-24375 


-lies 


GMCommLti _ _ _ g.uj75 

GMSpTPJmMwwrts  .  .  sroyis  ..+0.75 

G*esisBr*a__i _ _  .  3ft  ■  -01 


HgaktreanithfhnntnjiwB  nartrf  -00525 


HcmeCanm 


.1035  f 


l^n  npbm 

— 1.CE25 

—Oil  25 

M-Systema  Rasfi  Disk - 

- - 5 

Matav 

Mods  a 

7 

Usmco _ 

MexleJvia.iagen]eK - 

-14.6875 
- 1175 

Mage  Software  Enterprises 
Netmanage - 

- 4175 

- 225 

New  Dmension  Software- 
Nexus  Hteromm  Sys  Ud_ 
Mcer  ‘ 


I  Systems . 


Noga  Bedro  Meehetrical - 03375 

iktarTecnotogy — . 2825 

Opt  Systems  Solutions - — 875 


Opomadcs  Metfica)  Tech _ : _ 1.75 

Optmwkcs  Medcal  Warrant  —03125 
OitiiffRIne _ _ 2*375 


-15.125 

.8.125 


Phamros . 


-41 


Ratal  of  Sale. 


-1.825 


Rade  Bectronks  tad.. 
Radcom  Ltd. 


-71625 


Rn"RKhnotogten- 


RSL  CommuracaUons . 
Sc3bx  Corporations. 
Snrom- 


-11875 


-27125 


.11.75 


Suroil  Design . 


.1.9375 


Sapiens  liriamum ni  , 
Scanvec. 


-81825 


-7.8125 


Tadran  lWaoarnm . 


-2.1875 


-19a 


Huo  PtrerraacauBceJs  Ind _ S.06ZS 

Tat  Ttefnotagiu - - 1.15625 

Tachnamate  wchnotoglM _ 1475 

Tbra - - — - 41.6875 

Top  hinge  Systems _ 2 


_  ,  .  9  Warrant  .-021875 

lOanwiedHans _ ■ 

tower  SemkxmductDr - 31 

TTI  Team  Tekram  tad  Ud„ — ...8.25 
TTRtnc- 


-0.125 

■A 

+03125 

+00625 

-00625 

-03625 

+0375 

-01 

+025 

+0 

+2 

+0 

+034375 
+2.75 
+OJJ6ffi 
+125 
-033125 
■01625 
-035 
-O  IS 
■0.03125 
0 

-0.0625 
■0375 
♦1 1875 
+0 

■0.1875 

+0.03125 

+0.1875 

+033125 

+01625 

+0 

+0.375 

+0.125 

0 

+0.1875 

+0.5625 

+0 

+0.12S 

00623 

+0 

+01 

0.825 

+0375 

+O.D625 


+04375 

+0375 


.04375 


.025 


-03125 


-021875 


WIzliK  SoUans. 
Zotan  teporabon. 


..11125 

..11125 


-134375 


-0031 25 
0 
+0 
+0 

+025 

■0375 

+03125 


NYSE 


Bkw  Srarara  ....  . 

17 

— 10375 

Etortn  ... 

— 1225 

PEC  IsraMI  Economic  Cora 

..28.687S 

■WronLw 

—7.1875 

+01125 

+0125 

+01125 

-00625 

+0375 

■01875 

+0375 

+0 

+0825 

0 

+0625 


[DATE  21 -DEC-98) 


AmerSPWW- 
Amor  ton« 


-47.4375 

-ioaw 


AnwGeniCap . 
AnurT 


.74.1575 
-40 


Amec  Home 
Armrtan. 


-51-5625 


Am«  Nad  tas. 


.100625 
-04 


AiwPtwerGotw. 
AmarT&T.  “ 


,._441 


Aror  WestHUg. 
Armrtecfi . 


37-B875 
74.1875  +1.1575 

■425 


.1*6825 

-01.125 


ArotskhK , 
Amgan _ _ 


-20625 


Amoco. 


.100313 

-56.75 


Analog  Di 


-28.1375 


AndwCup. 


.17375 


AnheunrGwc 
AonGorp. 


-833125 


—151875 


Ar5wr*Derttte_ — — 

_  ‘  "15175 
_ A 

__  15.75 

64175 

171125 

.  481 

Adanfc  Energy - 

AdanScRolta - 

Auto  Date  Pm - 

_ .-24.125 

1&625 
_ 7725 

Autodesk. 


r  Dennison  _ 


— 433S 


line  . 


Awn  Products. 


—401125 


Borneo  Corp. 


.16 


LAST  CHANGE* 


SrJfS'A-  "  -H1125 

Bank  ot  Boston _ 

_ 40625 

— 3&H25 

Bameai  Notts _ 

-■0175 

Battle  Moint  Gd - 

ISA 

Bartm  Dirtnmn _ 

. -41 

Bad  Bath  &  Synd _ 

_ 281 

.inr»c 

AQ 

BehMiero  Steel 

Baverty  Enters 

51 

Start  &  Decker . 

Boston _ 

Batetasctee. 


-31.75 


-28.75 


ifiSMto- 


-371871 


120113 


BrirTotacrm- 


BnwnGro«i- 


Brownl  Sharpe . 
Bfo+ming  Ferns. 
BnrnswtK . 


.18375 


-71975 


-28175 


Butergronlttm. 

BuritaponHas- 


-309375 


CBSInc- 


CKS  Group. 


CMS  Energy  Cnp- 
CSX  Corporation. 

Cabot  Corp _ 

Cen^ibair 


Canarian  Pac. 


Capital  Cte  ABC . 


.191375 


CanwnJCdp . 


-42175 


-471376 


-431875 


.28 


Chsnpfin  bd . 


-6035 


-38175 


-84 


Ctvyslar- 


-51.125 


CtevHCBb. 


Ctoirar  — 


-3735 


.113313 


Coca  Cota  Em. 


Colgate  Patardv  „ 
CcmcastCorpA. 

Compaq— _ 

Compute  Asa  im. 
Computer  So 


-87.125 


-571375 


-60.4375 


.3035 


Cons  . 

Cons  N«  Gas _ _ 


-515 


Cooper  tads _ 


Cram. 


CromptaoKncroles . 
Crown  Cork  Seal — 


.. — jtaaare  ^  +035 

-3735  -0825' 


-19175 


-303125 


Curtiss-Wngtt. 


-9 .8875 


- 201875 


DQE. 


DattasSemi. 

DanaCetrp- 


DatsGruwal- 


_ 42.1875 

-261 


IByep. 


-341375  -  +11375 


DanwianRsfi. 


-31 


-471125 


-40.6875 


-33.125 


-47.1075 


Dun  &  Bradst - 

- 291125 

E G &G Corp .  -■ 

- — 54175 

- 261125 

- 42-4375 

Eaton  Corp 

69.125 

EggheadCom— 
Eirwnon  Elec  — - 
Engelhard  Corp... 
Enron  Corp. 


.101625 


- 441625 

EjdctaCoip  . 

- 151126 

PMC  Corp _ 

- 13.6875 

PaddetaCarp . 

- 5.0625 

Federal  Mogul.-— _ 

— - 841 

- 581 

— - .741125 

Flra  Union’ . . .. 

- 021375 

Fleet  FM  Grp 

FteehrdEnwp _ 

Fleming  Goa  Ok _ 

- 14175 

- 101625 

FborCrap— 

Food  Lion  loc 

- — - -*6J125 

- 41.626 

- 9.825 

FOrtuta  Brands _ - 

Foster  Whaetor _ 

Fumliiro  Brands _ _ 

- 311 

- 131125 

- 231 

.14.75 


.11.125 


Gan  Motors. 


-731875 


LONDON 


Batm  Advanced- 
Dmatak  Ltd- 
PSat. 


GenRarwumoe  . 
Grar  Signal 


-201375 


■03125 

+0405 

+0LS 

+21375 

+3.187S 

*01 

+01 

•ire 

♦ii 

♦i.re 

+2.1875 

+2.625 

+0 

-7.9375 


Hous**fUI. 
Houacon  Jteidc- 
Humc 


-18.4375  -035 


IBM 


BnowCdp 


Bnoii'ftol. — 
INCO 


SH.  MuftknedlB _ .+  o  Chumm 

SOUHCE  sap  COMSTOCK  (D4IE21-OEM8) 


Gen  DetaCamm . 
Gerune  Parts. 
Geoq^iPac . 


-56.1875 


ERNATIONAL 


Gtaxo  ADR _ 

GflldenWFin). 
Goodrxh  (I 


— ..661625 
-89175 


-333125 


Grace  (WAR) 


-52.312S 


-16.1875 
- 39 


Gfl  Cenbaf  Ifina.. 


Gui  Canada  Ret. 


.33125 


*0 

-0.1875 

■03125 

+035 

■O-062S 

+1.1875 

-21 

-aisTs 

+0.1875 

+0.0825 

+035 

+035 

■0.09375 

■035 


....17*5 

2SH25  -0^ 

+1.626 
105625  -0.0825 

.15175  +0 


kdlFiwSFf 


HHUMSoodB 
WPapw 


423375 


WetpuHte. 


-743125 


+1373 

+039 

+££875 

+035 

+0 _ 

-06975 

-00625 

+1.1875 

+13125 


JsflWaonPH. 
Jofnaoni  J  - 


.72.4375  +03125 


.773625  -04375 


K  Mart . 


KeberAkan- 


.14.1875 
— 4175 
.34 


KMMmeM-. 

Kerr-MoGm. 


-42.US 

..17.75 


-377125 


111875 


King  WorU  Prod 
Kniglit  RWder 
Krtgv - 


38375 


-SJ.062S 


-65125 


-031S 

-03125 

-03125 

•13125 

-025 

+0.125 

+0 

+0125 

+1 

+0.1875 

+11875 


LAST  CHANGE* 


Haflfarai . 


NEW  YORK 


Hanna  (MA). 

Hanaun. 


-101875 


AMP  he- 


.48125 


AMR  Cora., 
ASA... 


301125 


-59625 


Atom  Labs... 
Adxarced  Mkn . 
Aetna  LA , 


- 463125 

— 2B175 


AfiaMPubl. 


1.4375 


18 


Aftoe - - - 41  31K 

Ahraaraon  (HFl _ _ 

Ah  Prods _ _ _ 380625 


+01 

♦1.3125 

■04375 

■075 

■0.75 

+01125 

-0375 

0 

♦1.1875 


Hatley  Davidson  — 
Hawsehleger. 
Hanah'sEfit , 


-51 


Harris  Carp. 


HonxoCare . 
Hartmax-., 
Hasbro. 


-141825 

30625 


-281125 


HBOfiCo. 


-32.75 


LSI  L 


Legg« 


2^p z 


-173125 

.22 


LaocadafM 


-30.0625 


-84,025 


26.0625 


Haddi  Cara  Ppt. 
HedsMntoo_ 
H(knzJHJ)-_ 
HaOxTodmot, 


-293I2S 


-31375 


.34.5625 


—.64.0625 


Alcan  AkrmsMn  _ _ 27.125 

Ated Signal  _ j+c 

Atata - ffliM 

Aorax— . 

Amazon. 


♦2.125 

■0125 

♦09375 

00625 

■0625 

+OS 


Hot  jute , 


— 560625 
-12.5625 


-00625 

+0625 
+01625 
-335 
+075 
+0.125 
+11125 
+1.125 
.  +0.1875 
-1.4375 
+03125 
+1.187S 
■00625 


iartair  - 

_ 171375 

-.18 

+46875 

-00525 

47175 

+1.375 

.  .  rms7S 

+5.5 

_ 24  4375 

-04375 

40625 

+0 

19  im 

+40625 

97 

-48125 

—571375 

+11125 

. 

■41075 

.93375 

4125 

L _ 23.1875 

-T.1873 

May  Dept  St , 

SSSSL 

McDonalds  - 
McGewHI. 


-58.0625 


-6075 


McKesson  Corp- 


MsadCorp 


-281 


Melon  Bk  , 


-361375 


MtaroaoB  Corp— 


-54.75 


Una! 


MBchefl  Breigy- 


MobdCorp _ 

MoUaTswrooi. 
cine. 


.291625 


Morgan  (JP) 
Morton  toll. 


-431625 


Motorola  Inc  , 
MraplyOI- 


-231825 


LISTS 


Nashua  Corp. 
NaBCIyCorp- 


NteSani- 


Ned  Sara  hi. 


-14175 


NatWaatBank. 
Navistar  tot _ 


-34,125 


-1181 

-2625 


Now  England  El _ 

- <48.0625 

NY  State  B  Gas _ 

- 25.4375 

NuwtnontMMng. 


-143125 


-2416a 


-305 


Northern  T+riocom  , 

Navel 


NBur  State  Pw . 


-72175 


Nsr-*.. 


JJk2S  -0.031 25 


Occidental  Ret- 
Og-cw 


Otrio  Casualty . 
OSiCorp- 


Omrdcom  Group . 
Onaoklnc. 


-271625 


Oracta  Systems. 


-54.8125 

-3425 


-39.0625 


Owna  Coning. 


- 300625 


PNC  Financial . 
PPG  Industnes , 
Paccar  he. 
Pacfcorp- 


-40375 


-21.75 


-32.625 
.24 


-31625 


Paytass  Shoo 
RsnnajCIQ. 


-301375 


RamsytPwrLt , 
tennzol- 


-48175 


-205375 


.39375 


-87375 


Pharmacia  8  Up|. 


-115163 


Phelpa  Dodge. 
PMadal&c. 
Pimp  Moms. 
Ph%aBBc. 
iRbl. 


-6T175 


Wiycbrlnc. 

RrinearHII 


-411625 


PtorayBcMQG- 


rwycoin^ 


Potash  I 


-201 


Ratornac  El  P»r_ 


-613125 


Procter  i  Gamble. 

Promus  Hotel  Cor- 
PubSwElteipr- 
PngSndPw.. 


-203125 


J57.125 


-27.875 


+01875 

+03125 

-0.125 

+01625 

+01625 

-21125 

+0375 

+025 

+0625 

+0 

-1.9375 

■09375 

+09375 

-01 

+03125 

+03125 

■075 

■03125 

-01875 

■01875 

-Q.1875 

■0375 

+0 

-0375 

+0 

-01875 

+0375 

■03125 

+00825 


f 


Ouster  Oats. 
CXnfcofn 

OuamxCorp. 


511 
-205625 


RJR  Nabisco. 


Rateon  Punna . 


Rank  Orytwn  ADR , 

RaydwmCrwp 
Raydroon  A. 
FtaythaonB. 

fWk-1  |_n 

WO*  Bl¥  .. 

BapubfcNY, 


.7375 


-3125 


-50375 


-501125 


RsyntofcRqynA 
gaynddelteU. 
«te  Aid  Com 
RockvrekW- 


•  45.4375 


-47.1875 


-272125 


Ruddfck _ 

RrnsalCotp. 


Ryder  System . 


-18375 


SPSTaehnoiogy . 
SafocaCgnT^ 

SMterTs  Cos. 


—41.4888 
.123 


Sara  Lm  Carp _ 

pESSK; 


-351125 


-553125 


-443825 

-221625 


Saagmm 


-340625 


Sears  Roebuck  ! 


-36.125 

-41.125 


-254375 


Service  Matoar  ... 


-—1135 
- 3&25 


l 


aMTwa— in 

|w»n  Wtene _ 

Showy'S  Inc . . 


Graphice . 
g^hwCorp  — 
ouum  mm 


21.75 
—37.6875 
— ._2ai 
— 1.4375 
- 29 


.13 


SmKBna  Bchm  a., 
f"R>On-1iBoto 

Sona - 

Sonocco  Prods 


—22.75 

-05175 


- 34.0825 

- 27.75 


SoutoemCo. 


— ■ — 2 Sj&i 

-740025 
-S53375 


Sk&btm  r - 

SoudtwAafcvs  — 

SBCShMhBHTI!!  ?1^375 


I  tods. 


■13.25 


- 39HS 

-84 


-  -*■'•. 


f-—  : 


1  ‘ 


/Ml 

"  M? 


-18175 


— - 371375 


Sui  Amana _ 

Sunbeam  Corp. 


+£5 


'Foods , 


SuntnoL 


-14375 

-56K 


-31175 


-4725 


newton  Packard _ _ 16,0625 

WteHois - rp 

- 


Supervalu., 

Synantoo, 


Sya»  co^. 


-73J582S 

- 28 

-~202 


■-271625 


Amerada  Hoee . 


-318.7S 


Home  Depot . 


Amer  Bands _ 


.-...101625 
-21.31  SS 


+331625 

■01625 

■03125 


HoraesMte . 
Hanaywel. 


.-131125 

.161375 


+0.0625 

■0:1875 

-0125 

■0825 

+4.1875 

+0 

+00825 

■01635 

+11 

■025 


-!2i 


— -.-271 


Harmel  (Giro} . 


-734375 


L12S 


Tao  Product* 


TetobnaedsMw . 


-—483825 


- 


S. 


JfJJi  i>  ijSio 
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FINANCIAL  MARKETS 


15 


LAST 

Ttfet  De  Espana - - 135.625 


Tarapio  W=f»J  - 

- -54*37S 

TbnaHooflh  — 
Kfradrtf - 

- - 26. 13S 

- -40*375 

KteoroM - 

- - 11.875 

Tocaa  keUawils- 

- 890835 

ThotesL - 

TTmCom - 

- <7.125 

Tosco  Cap .  . 
Toys  R  Us- - 

.  . .-2225 

. . 16.75 

Trfara - 

"Won  Energy — 
twa 

.  ..6<375 

- 7.9375 

- i5 

- 

—  ___A)25 

USGCora 

USXMjearun _ 

- 274375 

UneomCofp — 

- 3B.12S 

UnkwrNV . 

LMaiCartKto _ 

iJnon  Pacific _ 

UnowCorp--— 
iiSAfRGiov  - 

- 40  825 

-  —435 

- 340625 

i  Cap . . 


SIS  Hob* - 31*375 

'  USStB$cal_ . . - 

llSThiffl. _ 664 


US  Wed _ 

Unttedladi _ 

Unocal  Cofp _ _ 


-633375 


.10425 

.303125 


VF  Cera - .44.1875 

VU7X  PhannKMAc _ 10625 

teteroEwt® - 19.75 

Vbbii  Assoc - 38325 

Vacom  Inc  __ _ 68S075 

Vtetay - 13-0625 

Wean  ItaHiate  . . — _ 127213 

Wachovia - 8725 

7  aen._. - - 572 


I  Stores - 7&52S 

IteBM-Umbeti _ T1212S 

Wtoh  Gas  LmM - -36.1875 

Washington  Hutu _ -  .  _ - 

WtehtoaonPoa - -545375 

Waste  Mgmn  fnc _ __ _ <3.5 

VKUVnsOohreon _ 19.75 

Waft  Martels - 362375 

WSfcFarao - - - 38J5 

W«*V»W - 204375 

Westvaca - 27.1875 

Wayertiaeosw - 495625 

Wfalpool - 53.4375 

VUlwman _ 22.9375 

WBamsCo — - 29.9375 

1  Dtfie  Stoa - 41.525 

Bonn _ _ 7 

ICoran  — 


asre 


M.. 


.  -  -706875 
.115375 


- - - 65312S 


CHANGE* 

-175 

♦075 

-03375 

♦1.1875 

-04375 
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Cocoa  (MarjfLCE) - 304  -13 
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ISRAEL  MONEY  MARKETS 


Patah  {foreign  currency  deposit  rates) 

Currency  (deposit  ton)  3  MONTHS  6  MONTHS  12  MONTHS 
U.S.  dollar  ($250,000)  4.770  4.800  5.090 

Pound  sterling  (£100,000)  5.550  5.540  5.620 

German  mark  (DM  200,000)  2.1B0  2.280  2.700 

Swiss  franc  (SF  200,000)  0-060  0.190  0.560 

Yen  (10  million  yen)  —  •  — .  — 

(Rales  vary  higher  or  tarer  than  indicated  according  to  deposit) 
Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Bates*  (21.12.98) 


CHECKS  AND 
TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Rep. 

Buy 

SHI 

Buy 

Sen 

Rates” 

Currency  basket 

4.5781 

4.6620 

— 

— 

4.6017 

U-S-  defer 

4.1694 

4.2367 

4.09 

4.30 

4.1910 

German  marts 

26056 

Z5461 

£46 

£59 

£5173 

Pound  storing 

7.0202 

7.1335 

6-89 

724 

7.0547 

French  franc 

0.7472 

0.7593 

0.73 

0.77 

0.7507 

Japanese  yen  (100) 

3.6045 

3-6627 

354 

3.72 

3.6308 

Dutch  florin 

2J7234 

£2593 

£18 

£30 

22339 

Swiss  franc 

SOggs  . 

3.1384 

3.03 

3.19 

£0982 

Swedish  krona 

0.5207 

05291 

0.51 

054 

05238 

Norwegian  krone 

0.5456 

0.5545 

053 

057 

0.5476 

Banish  krone 

0.6586 

0.6693 

£64 

-0.68 

0.6619 

Finnish  mart 

0.8243 

0.8376 

O.B1 

£85 

02278 

Canarian  dolar 

2.6911 

2-7346 

£64 

£78 

£7054 

Australian  dollar 

2.5777 

2.6193 

£53 

£66 

£5915 

S.  African  rand 

0.7031 

0.7145 

0.83 

0.72 

0.7094 

Belgian  franc  (10) 

1.2145 

12341 

1.19 

126 

12204 

Austrian  schilling  (10) 

3.5616 

3.6191 

3.50 

3.07 

35782 

Hatton  flra  {1000) 

2.5296 

25704 

2.48 

2.61 

£541 B 

Jonfanfen  dnar 

5-S55S 

5.9504 

5.75 

6.17 

52093 

Egyptian  pound 

— 

— 

1.18 

128 

12730 

ECU 

4.9209 

5.0003 

— 

— 

45422 

Msb  punt . 

52221 

62225 

6.11 

6.42 

62523 

Spanish  peseta  (10Q) 

2.9459 

22936 

£89 

3.04 

£9583 

"These  rates  vary  according  to  bank.  **Bank  of  Israel. 


TASE  rises  led  by  Hapoalim,  Clal 


Tel  Aviv 


Israels  benchmark  stock  index 
rose  yesterday  to  its  highest  level 
in  almost  four  months  led  by  Bank 
Hapoalim.  which  announced  a 
NIS  370  million  share  swap  with 
Gal  Israel,  that  will  enable  Israel’s 
biggest  bank  to  reduce  its  aon- 
financial  businesses. 

The  Maof  Index  of  the  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange’s  25  largest  com¬ 
panies  rose  2.61  percent  to  309.53, 
its  highest  since  August  26.  after 
gaining  1.51  percent  on  Sunday. 

Bank  Hapoalim  gained  3.3  per¬ 
cent  to  7.77.  Israel’s  largest  bonk 
said  it  agreed  to  swap  its  stake  in 
Clal  Israel  for  one  in  Cial 
Insurance  Enterprise  Holdings  in  a 
NIS  370m.  transaction  that  will 
give  it  a  foothold  in  insurance  and 
reduce  its  involvement  in  non- 
financial  businesses,  as  required 
under  terms  of  its  sale  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  private  investors  last 
year.  Clal  Insurance  gained  1.9 
percent  to  36.9. 

Clal  Israel  gained  5  percent  to 
97.2.  Israel’s  second-largest  hold¬ 
ing  company  declared  a  NIS 
400m.,  or  NIS  1 2.82  a  share,  inter¬ 
im  dividend. 

Nice  Systems  rose  2.83  percent 
to  87.30.  The  digital  voice- logging 
systems  company’s  shares  rose  3 
percent  Sunday  after  its  American 
depositary  receipts  rose  174  to  20 
1/16  in  New  York  during  the 
weekend.  ■ 

Koor  Industries  rose  1.99  per¬ 
cent  to  354.00.  Israel’s  largest 
industrial  company  said  it  com¬ 
pleted  its  buyout  of  minority 
shareholders  in  subsidiary 
Tad i ran,  which  mokes  defense 
electronics  system s,  software  and 
household  appliances.  Tadiran 
nose  0.87  percent  to  15 1 .50. 

Teva  Pharmaceutical  Industries 


rose  1.13  percent  to  178250.  The 
board  of  directors  of  Teva,  Israel’s 
biggest  drug  company,  asked  Eli 
Hurvitz  to  continue  as  CEO  even 
as  he  launches  an  appeal  after  he 
was  convicted  of  tax  evasion. 


Europe 


European  stocks  gained,  led  by 
Axa  SA  and  Allianz  AG,  as  AMP 
Ltd.’s  planned  purchase  of 
National  Provident  Institution 
fueled  speculation  there  will  be 
more  takeovers  among  insurers. 

British  Aerospace  Pic,  Europe's 
largest  defense  company,  and  the 
UK’s  General  Electric  Co.,  rose 
after  The  Sunday  Times  reported 
they  may  merge  to  form  a  defense 
and  electronics  company  worth  23 
billion  pounds  ($39  billion). 

The  Bloomberg  Europe  500 
Index  rose  for  the  fourth  day  in 
five,  adding  2.25  points,  or  1.2 
percent,  to  1 93.36  as  gainers  out¬ 
numbered  dediners  by  about  two 
to  one.  All  of  the  benchmark 
indexes  in  Europe’s  eight  biggest 
stock  exchanges  rose. 

“1999  is  going  to  be  the  year  of 
financial  consolidation  in  Europe,” 
said  Jerome  Poirei,  who  helps 
manage  $8  billion  at  Etoile 
Gestion  in  Paris.  Poirei  said  he 
plans  to  maintain  his  overweight 
positions  in  Axa,  Banque 
Nationale  de  Paris  SA  and  Societe 
Gene  rale  SA. 

The  Bloomberg  Insurance  index 
rose  1.5  percent,  taking  its  five  day 
gain  to  6.3  percent  That's  as  AMP. 
Australia's  largest  life  insurer,  said 
it  will  acquire  Britain's  National 
Provident  Institution  for  1J  bil¬ 
lion  pounds  in  cash  ($2.2  billion) 
to  extend  its  British  business  to  the 
independent  financial  adviser  net¬ 
work. 

Axa,  the  world's  biggest  insurer, 
rose  33  French  francs  to  737. 


smZTK 

Maef 309*53  ▲  2.61% 
Dow  Jones  8989  a  (195% 
FTSE  58755  a  234% 
Nikkei  14152.95  ▼  0*29% 


Allianz  AG,  Axa’s  main  rival  in 
Europe,  advanced  15  marks  to 
569.5.  Munich  Re  AG  gained  12.2 
marks  to  737  after  it  was  reiterated 
“buy"  at  Bank  Sal  Oppenheim  Jr 
&  Cie. 

Axa  rose  after  its  Chairman 
Claude  Bebear  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  newspaper  La  Tribune 
that  Axa  would  consider  taking  a  5 
to  7  percent  stake  in  Credit 
Lyonnais  when  France  sells  the 
bank,  and  he  favors  the  creation  of 
a  “world  scale”  French  bank  by 
merging  Credit  Lyonnais  with 
other  banks.  He  also  said  the  com¬ 
pany  will  have  a  return  on  equity 
of  12  percent  in  1998,  higher  than 
the  1 1  percent  target  it  set  for  the 
year. 

The  prospect  of  mergers  and 
acquisition  in  the  insurance  and 
banking  sector  “was  confirmed  by 
Axa's  head  Claude  Bebear  today,” 
said  Renaud  Pec  her.  who  helps 
manage  about  $5.4  billion  at  fund 
manager  Fimagest  in  Paris. 


Asia 


South  Korean  stocks  posted 
their  second-biggest  gains  in  six 


months  after  Moody's  Investors 
Service  said  it  may  raise  the 
nation’s  credit  rating,  which 
would  lower  costs  of  debt-laden 
companies. 

The  benchmark  Kospi  index 
rose  40.42,  or  7.7  percent,  to 
565.27.  It  recorded  bigger  gains 
on  Dec.  10  and  June  17.  Korea 
Electric  Power  Corp..  Pohang  Iron 
&  Steel  Co.  and  Samsung 
Electronics  Co.  accounted  for  a 
fifth  of  the  index’s  gains. 

Their  combined  long-term  over¬ 
seas  debt  stands  at  $21.7  billion. 

‘It's  positive  for  Korea,  because 
in  1997  and  1998,  it  was  down¬ 
grade.  downgrade.”  said  Terence 
Mahony.  managing  director  at 
TCW  Asia  Ltd.  in  Hong  Kong, 
which  invests  about  $150  million 
in  the  region.  Srill.  Mahony  said 
he’ll  keep  his  positions  in  the 
Korea  and  the  rest  of  Asia 
unchanged,  expecting  more  bank¬ 
ruptcies  and  investment  write-offs 
in  the  first  quarter. 

In  other  markets,  Japan’s  Nikkei 
225  index  fell  03  percent,  paced 
by  Honda  Motor  Co.,  Toyota 
Motor  Corp.  and  other  exporters 
on  concern  a  stronger  yen  will 
crimp  profits.  Hong  Kong’s  Hang 
Seng  Index  rose  1.7  percent  after 
an  unexpected  quarter-point  cut  in 
local  banks'  best  lending  rate. 
Taiwan’s  Composite  Index  rose 
1 .2  percent  as  the  government  said 
it  would  step  up  stock  purchases. 

Moody’s  said  it  was  putting 
Korea’s  sovereign  credit  rating  on 
review  for  a  possible  upgrade 
because  of  the  country’s  “vastly 
improved”  foreign  currency 
reserves.  Moody's  lowered  Korea’s 
long-term  currency  ceiling  for 
bonds  and  notes  to  “Bal”  a  year 
ago  as  the  country  needed  a  US  $60 
billion  International  Monetary 
Fund  bailout  to  avoid  defaulting  on 
its  debts.  (Bloomberg) 


Wall  Street 

The  Standard  and  Poor’s  500 
index  and  the  Nasdaq  composite 
set  new  highs  yesterday  as  the 
expected  impeachment  of 
President  Bill  Clinton  failed  to 
derail  a  powerful  technology  rally. 

The  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  rose  as  much  as  175  points 
before  closing  85.22  points  higher 
-  or  1  percent  -  at  8.9SS.S5,  about 
400  points  from  record  terrain. 
Just  a  week  ago,  the  Dow  was 
about  700  points  below  the 
November  23  mark  of  9,374.27. 

The  technology- rich  Nasdaq 
composite  index  added  more  than 
50  points  to  Friday’s  record  high 
of  2,086.14.  pushing  this  year's 
gain  above  36  percent. 

”  The  S-and-P  500  index  pushed 
its  1998  gain  to  nearly  24%.  top¬ 
ping  the  November  27  record  of 
1,192.33. 

The  gains  came  as  investors  had 
their  first  opportunity  to  react  to 
Saturday’s  impeachment  vote  by 
the  House  and  the  end  of  allied 
missile  strikes  on  Iraq. 

Among  leading  technology 
issues,  IBM  rose  sharply  as  the 
Dow's  biggest  gainer.  Likewise, 
the  Dell  Computer  and  Cisco 
Systems  led  the  Nasdaq  rally. 

Amgen  surged  in  heavy  Nasdaq 
trading  after  prevailing  in  a  licens¬ 
ing  dispute  with  Johnson  and 
Johnson  over  the  rights  to  a  next- 
generation  anemia  drug  seen  as  a 
potential  blockbuster.  J&J  was  the 
Dow’s  weakest  component. 

The  Standard  and  Poor’s  500 
rose  14.81  to  1.202.S4.  and  the 
technology-heavy  Nasdaq  com¬ 
posite  index  rose  51.87  to 
2,138.01.  NYSE  volume  totaled 
742.28  million  shares  as  of  4  p.m.. 
vs.  835.74  million  in  the  previous 
session.  I  API 


Dollar  rises  on  hopes  Senate  trial  won’t  oust  Clinton 


The  dollar  rose  against  die  mark 
yesterday  for  the  first  day  in  three, 
on  expectations  President  Bill 
Clinton's  trial  in  the  US  Senate 
won’t  lead  to  his  removal  from 
office. 

The  market  believes  that  it’s 
extremely  unlikely  the 
Republicans  will  muster  enough 
votes”  to  dismiss  Clinton,  said 
Kevin  Colglazier,  who  helps  over¬ 
see  $13  billion  at  Global  Asset 
Management 

He  doesn't  expea  any  big  move 
on  the  dollar  in  the  coming  weeks. 
Even  if  Clinton  does  resign  before 
the  trial,  that  won’t  necessarily 
hurt  the  US  currency  since  “this 
isn't  a  coup  d'etat,  this  is  a  consti¬ 
tutional  issue,”  he  said. 

The  dollar  rose  to  1.6645  marks, 
compared  with  1.6617  late  Friday 
in  London.  It  was  at  1 1 5.67  yen.  up 


from  a  near  seven-week  low  of 
1 14.96  yen  reached  in  Tokyo  trad¬ 
ing  and  little  changed  compared 
with  1 15.53  Friday. 

Some  analysts  said  the  prospect 
of  a  lengthy  trial,  which  could 
divert  lawmakers  from  economic 
issues,  would  likely  limit  the  dol¬ 
lar's  gains  in  the  coming  days. 

“Any  political  uncertainty  asso¬ 
ciated  with  a  long  trial  could  weigh' 
on  the  dollar”  said  Gerard  Lyons, 
chief  economist  at  DKB 
International,  who  expects  the  US 
currency  id  weaken  in  the  coming 
months.  ‘The  likelihood  is  there 
are  not  sufficient  votes  in  the 
Senate  to  kick  Clinton  out  of 
office,  [but]  anything  is  possible  in 
atrial” 

In  the  US,  Federal  Reserve  poli¬ 
cy-makers  meet  today  to  set  the 
benchmark  interest  rate.  None  of 


CURRENCIES 


DoDar4 


the  31  banks  and  securities  firms 
that  deal  directly  with  the  Fed's 
trading  desk  expect  a  rate  cut. 
according  to  a  Bloomberg  News 
survey. 


Unchanged  rates  mean  the  return 
on  dollar  deposits  stays  intact, 
underpinning  the  currency.  The 
Fed’s  target  rate  for  overnight 
loans  between  banks  now  stands  at 
4.75  percent,  following  three  quar¬ 
ter-point  rale  reductions  in  the  past 
four  months. 

Tm  expecting  no  change,"  said 
Adam  Chester,  a  treasury  econo¬ 
mist  at  Halifax  Pic.  “The  recent 
data  suggests  the  economy  is  doing 
okay” 

That  will  probably  be  highlight¬ 
ed  by  a  report  scheduled  for 
release  tomorrow.  It’s  expected  to 
show  the  world’s  biggest  economy 
grew  at  a  3.9%  annual  rate  in  the 
third  quarter,  according  to  analysts 
surveyed  by  Bloomberg  News. 

In  Europe  meanwhile,  the 
European  Central  Bank  will  likely 
announce  today  or  tomorrow  the 


starting  interest  rate  for  die  II 
countries  adopting  the  single  cur¬ 
rency,  the  euro,  on  January  1 .  The 
rate  is  expected  to  be  3.0%,  after 
10  of  the  participating  countries 
trimmed  borrowing  costs  to  that 
level  earlier  this  month. 

Thme  inflation  and  signs  of  slow¬ 
ing  growth  in  Germany.  Europe's 
Jazge&ecgnomy,  could 
ECB  iiiotdhce  borrowing  . costs  in] 
tfie&obistg  months.  A-VCport  yes-] 
terday  showed  German  import 
prices  fell  0.4%  in  November,  the 
15th  straight  monthly  decline. 

The  implied  yield  on  the  June 
three-month  euro  interest  rate 
futures  contract  stands  at  3.01.  far 
enough  below  current  German 
three-month  lending  rates  of 
3.30%  to  indicate  some  investors 
expect  the  ECB  to  cut  interest  rates 
early  next  year.  (Bloomberg) 


Oil  falls  as  Iraqi  exports  flow 


Oil 


Crude  oil  for  January  delivery 
fell  40  cents  to  $10.50  a  barrel  on 
the  New  York  Mercantile 
Exchange  after  the  US  and  UK 
ended  their  military  attack  on  Iraq 
without  disrupting  the  nation's  oil 
production.  Iraq's  oil  ministry  said 
the  country's  exports  of  between 
1.6  million  and  1.8  million  barrels 
a  day  are  flowing  normally,  keep¬ 
ing  world  well  supplied  with  crude 
at  a  time  of  slack  demand. 

Prices  are  close  to  $9.75  a  bar 
rel,  the  record  low  on  the 
Nymex. 


Precious  Metals 

Gold  for  immediate  delivery  was 
little  changed  yesterday  at 
$289.75  an  ounce,  just  above  the 
five-week  low  it  fell  to  on  Friday 
after  the  Swiss  National  Bank,  the 
world’s  third-largest  gold  holder, 
said  it  could  sell  some  of  its  gold 
reserves  in  the  second  half  of 
1999,  earlier  than  expected. 

Palladium  for  immediate  deliv¬ 
ery  fell  as  much  as  $7.  or  2.2  per¬ 
cent,  to  $303  an  ouace,  traders 
said,  as  users  balked  at  prices  near 
their  highest  level  since  July  and 
buying  dried  up. 


COMMODITIES 


stockpiling  the  metal  on  concern 
Russia,  the  world’s  largest  produc¬ 
er,  will  stop  shipping  metal  in  the 
first  quarter  of  next  year,  as  it  did 
in  1997  and  1998. 
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Users,  such  as  makers  of  catalyt¬ 
ic  converters  for  cars  and  capaci¬ 
tors  for  mobile  phones,  have  been 


Others 


Coffee  for  March  deliveiy  fell  as 
much  as  $25,  or  1.1  percent,  to 
$1,765  (80.38  cems  a  pound),  its 
lowest  in  a  week,  on  the  London 
International  Financial  Futures  and 
Options  Exchange  as  rising  sales 
from  recent  harvests  in  Vietnam 
and  Uganda  overwhelm  sluggish 
demand  from  European  roasters. 


Rising  African  and  Asian  exports 
are  helping  ease  concern  over  lean 
stockpiles  of  the  bitter-flavored 
robusia  beans  used  in  instant  cof¬ 
fee  and  deliverable  against  futures 
contracts  in  London.  Still,  demand 
from  processors  remains  weak 
after  prices  surged  almost  8%  ear¬ 
lier  this  month. 

Cocoa  for  March  delivery 
dropped  as  much  as  £8,  or  0.9%.  to 
£91 1  a  metric  ton  on  the  London 
International  Financial  Futures  and 
Options  Exchange,  as  rising  sup¬ 
plies  at  ports  in  Ivory  Coast  over¬ 
whelm  sluggish  demand  from 
processors  in  Europe  and  North 
America.  (Bloomberg) 


US  bonds  fall  as  stocks  gain 


US  bonds  fell  for  the  second  time 
in  three  days,  driving  yields  to 
three-week  highs,  as  rising  stocks 
from  New  York  to  Hong  Kong 
dimmed  the  allure  of  less  risky 
Treasuries. 

“The  direction  of  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  will  dictate  the  direction  of  die 
bond  market,”  causing  Treasuries 
to  fall  when  stocks  rise,  said 
George  Adell.  trader  at 
Philadelphia-based  starboard 
Capital  Markets. 

The  US  30-year  bond  fell  24/32, 
or  $7  JO  per  $1,000  security,  to  102 
29/32.  The  yield  rose  5  basis  points 


GENERAL  ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem:  Amona.  9  Leib’feffa,  673- 
1901;  Balsam.  SaJah  e-Dirr,  827-2315; 
Shuafat,  Shuafat  Road,  581-0108;  Dar 
Aldawa,  Herod’s  Gale,  628-2058. 

Tel  Avtv:  Jabotinsfy  125  Ibn  Gvirol, 
548-2040;  Superpharm  Gimmel,  1 
AhfmeJr,  Ramat  Aviv  Gimmel,  641- 
7117. 

Ra’anana-Kfar  Sava:  Kupat  Hoiim 

Maccabl,  49  Hahayil.  Ra’anana,  747- 
7733. 

Netanya:  Kupat  Hoiim  Cialit,  8  Raze). 
860-3520. 

Haifa:  Super  Pharm  (Lev  Hamjfratz), 
53  Ha’atzmaut,  051-582021;  New 
Pharm,  40  Haute,  052-331013. 

Krayot  area:  Hyper  Pharm  Ala,  53 
Sd.  Ha'atzmaut,  Kiryat  Ate.  845-6141. 
Herzfiya:  New  Pharm,  Beit  Merkazim, 
6  Maskit  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagaiim). 
Herzlfya  Piluah,  954-9903.  Open  9 


to  5.06  percent,  the  highest  in  two 
weeks.  Yields  on  two-year  notes, 
the  most  actively  traded  govern¬ 
ment  securities,  rose  7  basis  points 
to  4.52  percent 

Bonds  fell  as  stocks  in  the  US, 
Hong  Kong,  and  most  major  mar¬ 
kets  in  Europe  climbed,  sapping 
demand  for  Treasuries  as  safer 
investment 

With  the  bombing  of  Iraq  halted 
over  the  weekend  by  President  Bill 
Clinton,  many  traders  don’t  feel  the 
need  to  invest  in  Treasuries  as  a 
haven.  Bonds  also  fell  as  some 
traders  speculated  Clinton  won’t  be 


Upper  Nazareth:  New  Pharm,  Lev 
Hafr  Mail.  657-0468.  Open  9  am.  to  10 
pm 

DITTY  HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem:  Bikur  Hoiim  (Internal, 
obstetrics,  ENT);  Shaara  Zedek 
(surgery,  orthopedics,  pediatrics); 
Hadassah  Bn  Kerem  (ophthalmology). 
Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  Dana 
Pediatric  Hospital  (pediatrics);  Tel  Avtv 
Med  cal  Center  (internal,  surgery). 
Netanya:  Lanlada 

POLICE  100 

FIRE  102 

FIRST  AID  101 

Magen  David  Adorn 

In  emergencies  dial  101  in  most  parts 

of  the  country.  In  addition: 

Ashdod*  8551333  Kfar  Sava’  9902222 

MWon  B5S1332  Naharira*  9812333 

Baenteta*  6274767  Netanya'  8804444 

Beft  Sternest)  6523133  Petal)  Tftva' 
9311111 

Den  Rental*  5783333  RetevoT  9451333 

EW  8330444  Ration*  9642333 

Hefa*  6512233  Setod  8920333 

Jerusalem*  0523133  Tel  Aviv*  54601 11 

Kanriel-  9885444  Tfaertas*  6732444 


BONDS 


removed  from  office,  even  though 
the  US  House  of  Representatives 
voted  Saturday  to  impeach  him. 


*  Mobile  Intensive  Care  Unit  (MICU) 
service  rn  the  area,  around  the  dock. 

Help  fine  for  EngBsh-speafcers  - 
Confidential  hot-fine  counseling  and 
referrals  for  all  ages,  aO  problems, 
ft® Lev  Center  tor  Crisis  Counseling. 
(02)  654-1111, 1-800-654-111- 
Metflcal  help  for  tourists  (In  English) 
177-022-9110. 

The  National  Poison  Control  Center 
Bt  Rambam  Hospital  04-852-9205.  24 
hours  a  day,  tor  information  In  cess  of 


inal  First  Aid  -  1201, 
also  Jerusalem  02-561-0303  (Arabic: 
563-0301);  Tel  Aviv  03-546-1111  (chB- 
d ren/youth  546-0739);  Rishon  Lszfon 
03-956-6661/2;  Haifa  04-867-2222 
(Arabic:  867-2226);  Beersheba  07-649- 
4333;  Netanya  06862-5110;  Karmiel 
04-988-8770  (Arabic:  958-3444);  Kfar 
Sava  09-767-4555;  Hadera  06-634- 
6789;  Nazareth  (Arabic  06645-4222). 

Crisis  Center  for  Religious  Women 
02-655-5744/5. 24-hour  service,  confi¬ 
dentiality  guaranteed. 


“It  looks  like  a  more  risk-friendly 
atmosphere.”  said  Richard  Kasmin, 
an  economist  at  Warburg  Dillon 
Read.  “When  things  calm  down  in 
the  political  spectrum,  the  stock 
market  can  do  better”  and  that  can 
hurt  bonds,  he  said. 

To  be  sure,  volume  was  much 
lighter  than  usual.  About  $1 1 .4  bil¬ 
lion  of  bills,  notes  and  bonds  trad¬ 
ed  through  most  of  the  major  bond 
brokers  by  10  a.m.  New  York  time. 
39  percent  less  than  the  average 
Monday  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1997  and  almost  24  percent  less 
than  the  average  Monday  in  the 


Wizo  hotlines  for  battered  women 
02-651-4111,  03-546-1133,  07-637- 
6310.  08-855-0506. 

Rape  Crisis  Center  (24  hours),  Tel 
Aviv  523-4819.  544-9191  (men), 
Jerusalem  625-5558,  Haifa  853-0533, 
Eilat  633-1977. 

Hadassah  Medical  Organization  - 
Israel  Cancer  Association  support  ser¬ 
vice,  02-624-7676. 

Flight  arrivals  -  for  information  in 
English  03-972-3344. 


WHERE  TO  GO 


Notices  in  this  feature  are  t 
at  NIS  2BJ08  per  One,  Including  YAT. 
Insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  NIS  52165  per  line.  Including 
VAT,  per  month. 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English, 


month,  according  to  GovPx 
a  bond  pricing  service. 

Some  investors  said  losses  in 
Treasuries  would  likely  be  limited 
by  the  prospect  of  a  slowing  US 
economy  and  slow  inflation  in 
coming  months.  Slow  inflation 
means  bonds  lose  less  of  their  value 
over  time. 

Crude  oil  prices  fell  to  a  1 2-year 
low  of  $10.58  a  barrel  today.  Since 
oil  is  used  in  so  many  industrial  and 
consumer  products,  falling  costs 
can  translate  into  lower  prices  for 
everything  from  gasoline  to  plastic 
garbage  bags.  (Bloomberg  ) 


daily  Sun.-Thur.,  11  a.  m.  from 
Bronfman  Reception  Center,  Sherman 
Administration  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9,  23, 
26. 28.  For  info,  caN  (02)  588-2819. 
HADASSAH.  Visit  the  Hadassah 
Installations,  Chagall  Windows.  Tel. 

(02)  641-6333,  (02)  677-6271. 

TEL  AVIV 
Museums 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Ninety 
Years  of  Israeli  Art  -  selection  from  the 
Joseph  Hackmey-lsrael  Phoenix 
Co  Recti on.  Hedva  Ser  -  tapestries  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Aubusson  workshops. 
Plastic  Times  -  Plastic  +  Design.  Jozef 
Israels,  paintings;  Isaac  Israels: 
Chronicler  of  Ufa.  From  (he  Cabinet  ol 
Curiosities  to  Virtual  Reality:  The 
Museum  -  Past.  Present  and  Future. 
“A  Point  of  View"  -  children^  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Collections. 

HELENA  RUBINSTEIN  PAVILION 
FOR  CONTEMPORARY  ART  10  a.m.- 
6  pjn.Tuei  10  a.m.-iO  p.m.  Frj.,  Sat 
10  ajn.-2  pm.  Meyerhoff  Art 
Education  Center,  Tel.  (03)  691- 
9155/8. 
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WHERETO  RENT  A  CAR 
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KIBBUTZ  ASHDOY  YA’ACOV  ICHUD  -  BeauWiJ  new  guest  rooms,  high  standard, 
iffiusual  desgn,  green  surroundings.  Near  HarnatGader;  Tiberias,  the  Kimeret,  etc. 
For  reservations:  Tet  06-675  6404, 06-675  6286. 


GALILEE _ 


CNESAMMIN  KSjtxjtz  Hotel  -  TWs  inlqody  Ereopean  village  tn  the  GaBee^  offers  Hostel, 
Hotel  aid  apartment  situated  In  beautiful  botanic*  gardens.  DeBckustaher  fend.  Book 
one  of  our  ■Classical  weekend  musical  packages'!  Tet  04495  0089,  Fax:  04-995  0098. 


GALILEE  -  UPPER _ 

/^KIBBUTZ  HOTEL  KFAR  GIUVP»- 180  air-<»rKttk)r»d  rooms,  aSwito  showe;  bath? 
I  telephone,  radio,  and  TV.  kosher  cuisine,  outdoor  &  Indoor  heated  swbmiing  pools, 
V  sport  i  health  ddb.  Tet  OMSO 0000,  Fane  06-69Q  0068. 


AIR-CONDmOHED  ROOMS,  near  the  sources  of  the  Jordan,  and  the  Golan  Heights. 
Tel:  00-694  3012,  Fax:  052-828  400.  Tel:  06-894  1274,  Fax:  052-825  84. 
Tel:  06-694  4767.  Fax:  052-817  719. 


GOLAN  HEIGHTS  _ 


C MOTEL  GOLSHE  HAHERMON  -  Sagron  Family  Neve  Atlv  -  06-698  1531, 
050-240  540  The  closest  place  to  the  skf  resort,  with  ad  conveniences,  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  full  Israeli  breakfast  Special  package  deal  during  the  ski  season. 


JERUSALEM 


ALON  HOLIDAY  APARTMENTS  -  new  5  star  studio*,  in  the  very  center  ol 
Jerusalem,  air  conditioned,  kitchenette,  private  telephone,  top  design,  completely 
refurbished.  Tat  02-625-0002,  Fax:  02-625-0X8.  E-mafl:  afoneo-fuv.com 


LEV  YERUSHALAYIM  HOTEL-  centrally  located  on  Kim  George  Street  suite, 
available  one  or  2  bedrooms  plus  Irving  room,  kitchenette,  owing  area,  sleeps  up  to 
six  very  competitive  rates  Gtett  Kosher  restaurants  health  dub  sauna  &  Jacuzzi  Tel: 
02-5861891  or  571-1866,  Ftec  0358*4372,  wro*  kapteyo«nterne*-zahav.  net 


MEVO  JERUSALEM  - 120  luxury  hofiday  apartments,  centrally  located.  Each  apt 
contains  atr-condrtiomng,  cable  TV  and  fufiy  equipped  kitchenette.  for  more  details: 
Tel:  02-557  6532  -  wwwJnternatiiaiicoJ/rete  -  writ  rieaOinlamul-zahavinet 


MOUNT  ZION  HOTEL -next  to  Old  City;  family  plan;  Restaurants,  Coffeeshop,  Bar, 
Heakhdub;  M  large  Citadel  ms  tece  OM  City -WOW  tatemet  wwuunouitzfonjcoJ 
Tet  02-568  9555,  Fax:  02-673 1425,  e-mafl:  hotatOmountzioikCOJ 


HOTEL  RAMAT  RACHEL  -  on  Kibbutz  Ramat  Rachel  in  Jerosalem.  164  roams,  Sports 
Centre,  JaaEzf,  Sara  Tennis,  Special  Deal -  MHmun  3  nights,  Half  Board  for  the  price  of 
BIB.  Banquet  Gotten  aid  a  Banquet  Hal  Reservations;  let 02-6702506,  Fax: 02-673 3155L 


RAMOT  2.  PRIVATE  Pleasant  fully  furnished  2-room  apartment  w/garden .  (Linens 
provided).  Country  setting.  Magnificent  forest  view.  Convenient  transportation. 
Affordable  daily/weekty  price.  Tet  02586  5573,  e-mai:  roswQshanLnat 


JORDAN  VALLEY  . ..  , 


"AFBC5WOFESH  KIBBUTZ  AFIKIM -location  apartments  &  rooms,  Kosher  aisjne. 
3  minutes  from  the  WnhereL  Special  offer  for  November  Sun-Thure:  95  NIS, 
Weekend;  120  NIS.  Prices  per  person  per  room  Tet  06-675415<V1  Fax:  088754151 


HA'ON  HOLIDAY  VILLAGE  -  Located  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
15  km  from  Tiberias,  private  beach,  restaurant,  camping,  ostrich  farm. 
Tet  06-665  6555  Fax;  06-6K5  6557  e-mai  haonn©netvisjon-netjl  -  wwwitaonxoJ 


NETANYA 


NBZPE^ YAM  HOTEL  -  situated  on  the  Mediteranean,  35  rooms  all  wilh  balhs,  toflets,  air- 
conditioned,  tetephone,  TV,  video  &  radio  in  every  room,  dining  room,  kosher,  intimate 
*t»r,  elevator,  sun  terrace  on  the  mol,  parking,  family  atmosphere.  Tel/Fax:  09-862  3730. 


SOOT  YAM  -  CAESAREA 


KEF  YAM -Mediterranean  Tourism  offers  a  dream  vacation  which  includes:  Holiday 
apts.,  private  beach,  glass  bottom  boat,  archaeology,  tornado  boat  Call  for 
preservations:  06-6364444/70,  Fax:  06-636  2211.  wwwJcef-yarrucoJl 


LAGUR  ba'IR  luxurious  apartments  in  the  carter  of  Tei  Aviv  near  Dizengoff  Canter. 
Studio  apartments  for  2-3  people  including  a  kitchenette,  air-conditioning  &  cable 
TV  138  Dizengoff  SL,  Tel  Aviv  Tel:  03-527  2S86  Fax:  0^524  7033 


TIBERIAS _ 

(' SCOTTISH  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Centre  of  Tiberias.  Historic  and  beautfftjl  buildings' 
I  in  lovely  gardens.  All  rooms  private  facilities  and  air  conditioning.  Special  rates 
V  during  December  &  January.  Tel:  06-6723769.  Fax:  06-6790145 


ZICHRON  YA’ACOV 


f  BETTMAIMON- A  srnaH  famfly-ron  hotel  Afl  rooms  air-conditioned  with  tetephone 
1  &  TV.  Its  famous  Casa  Barone  restaurant  serves  home-cooked  meals  on  the 
V  P***®sque  terrace.  Ftoc  06-639  6547, Tet  06-629  0390,  e-mob  mabnonOpoboxcotn 


Wite/a#  ii>  Bui 


JERUSALEM 

ANGELO  RISTORANTE ITALIANO  -  Frommer's  1 998  GuWe  says,  *The  most  superb  pasta 
in  the  country..."  Also  fresh  fish  &  Roman  specialties.  Kosher  Wry.  Outstanding  business 
lunch  12-5  p.m.  NIS  35. 9  Horkanos.  Closed  Friday.  For  reservations.  Tet  02-623  6095. 

DARNA  -  Authentic  Moroccan  Restaurant  KOSHER.  Our  home  is  your  home.  Business 
lunch;  salads,  couscous,  dessert,  traditional  mint  tea.  Only  NIS  69  with  this  ad.  Open  12:00 
-3:00  pm.  630-11:30  p.m.  3  Horkanos  SL  Tet  02-624  5406. 

EUCALYPTUS -The  taste  of  Israel  from  BibBcal  Days.  Rave  reviews!  Exceflent  meal,  fish 

6  vegetarian  dishes  enhanced  by  a  masterful  use  of  herbs  and  spices.  Luncheon  specials. 
Kosher.  NEW  ADDRESS:  4  Kikar  Safra  (City  HaR  Complex).  TeL  02-624  4331. 

HECHAL  SHLOMO  -  RESTA  U  RANT/CATER  ERS  saving'  youtebestlreshest,  most 
deTwous  food  in  an  exclusive  envraxnent  Functions  far  ip  to  150.  Brit  Mahs.  Bar  Mitaahs, 

7  Brechos,  special  occasions,  58  King  George  SL,  Gtatt  Kosher/meeL  TeL*  02-622  3312. 

MARVAD  HAKSAMIN  ORIENTAL  RESTAURANT  -  Mid-Eastern  and  Yemenite  food; 
Kosher/meat  Open  far  finch  &  (firmer  t it  11:00  P-ul;  Sun.-Thurs^  Fri.  tZ  330  pan.  16  King 
George  St,  (next  to  Carvel).  Tet  02-625  4470. 

NORMAN'S  STEAICN  BURGBT  -  Freshest  burgers,  steaks,  ribs,  chicken,  fish,  salads  md 
more,  grilled  to  perfection.  American  style  food  and  service.  Kosher  Jerusalem  Rabbinate. 
27  Emek  Refaim,  German  Cokny.  Tbfc  02-566  6603. 

THE  PIE  SHOP  -  TEA  &  PIE,  DON'T  PASS  ME  by.  kosher,  sweet  &  savoury  presTdarry 
menu;  soups,  salads,  toasts,  specialty  drinks.  Open  11M  am-12  midnighL  9  Yoel  Sokxnon 
(back  yard).  Tet  02-6248712. 


RESTAURANT  MISHKENOT  5HAANANIM  -  Superb  French  cuteina  for  lunch  &  (firmer,  7 
days  a  week.  Outstanding  wine  cellar,  elegant  setting  -  spectacular  view  -  private  room. 
Located  in  Yemirt  Moshe  (below  the  Guest  House).  Tel:  02825 1042. 

RIENZI  -  Candle  fight  (fining  hi  an  eta^rrt  decor.  Fresh  fish  and  home-made  pasta.  Kosher 
Umehatein  -  Dairy,  Business  lunch  from  NIS  39. 10  King  David  SL  (Opp  New  Hilton  Hotel}. 
Open  Sal  NRes.  Tel:  02-622  2312. 


Eilat 

bed  mountain  hotel 

Nisl30per  ptam  per  night  iacL  taak&s 

★  Luxurious  rooms 
* T.V  and  video  - 

★  Personal  safes 

★  Mini  bar 

★  Heated  swimming  pool 

★  Exercise  room 


IT  For  reservations:  07-6363222  ll 


►  >  <\ 

Pen’ 


AVIS- 

We  try  harder  | 

Tei  Aviv 

03-5271752  1 

Ben  Gurion  Airport  03-9773200  1 

Jerusalem 

02-6249001  1 

USA 

201-8168157  I 

London 

44-181-84W733J 

Resorts  in  Israel 


~|§b  Cal-Auto 

For  the  Best  Deal  In  Town  - 
We  offer  you  more 

Special  season/weekend  rates 

Phone 

Tel  Aviv:  03-6391307 
Telefax:  03-5370511 

We  will  deliver  die  car  to  you 


international 


•  for  the  best&rnost  reliable  service 

•  Special  offers  available 

«  Delivery  &  Airport  service 

tab  09-7408822, 09-7400383 
w  flmiMhi,  Hod  Itetow 


DEAD  SEA 


NIRVANA- Al  rooms  ovedooktog  the  Deed  Sea.  Private  beech,  styfch  and  intimate 

health  dub-  Spa  treatments  indude  Mud  Wraps.  Massages.  Thalassotherapy,  Beauty 
treatments.  Teb  07-658  4626. 


Time  Sharing  in  Israel 


CLUB  SALE- for  puchase/satertentd  of  holiday  weeks  in  afl  time-sharing  duh/hoteb 
-  Israel  and  worldwide!  Tet  09662  8064, 052-991 G45L 


COMPETTnVELY  PRICED  APARTMENTS  to  E3at,  Tfcertas  &  Jerusalem!  if  you 
want  to  sel,  purchase,  or  rent;  yore  one  stop  address  is  MAZTRAP  Center- Yehudi, 
Tek  06634  9601,  Far  08-934  9602. 


COLLECT  USA  and  ALL  INTERNATIONAL  CALLS:  DIAL  1-800-333-555 
Dial  the  above  Totf-Free  number  fawn  ANY  telephone  in  Israel  and  the  international 
Operator  will  corned  your  caflcoflect  to  the  USA  or  baled  to  any  m^or  Credit  Card^ 


Tourist  Information 


m  Israel 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY 


"KBBUTZtMMBP  -  Rooms  in  Jerusalem,  Tel  Aviv,  EBat +30  Kibbutz  B/B.  Our  selection: 
Yran,  Massada,  Abmot  Kter  Rupin,  Megktdo  (North),  Bachan,  Negba  (Coast),  Kerarnm, 
QvuJot,  Bn  Yahav,  Blot  (Negev)  Teb  07-656  5422, 052-71 3  630.  Fac  07-656  5135. 


f GMJLB&B-Counbylodgingswiihidtehenette,beautaui.comfartebteandspadou5. 

[  Suitable  also  tor  large  families.  Great  location  in  heart  of  natural  oak  forest  Near 
ytourist  attractions.  Open  year  around.  Tel/Fax  04-986  6412, 051-556  880. _ j 

-KFAR  YUVAL 


ORNA’S  CORNER  B  &  B  -  In  a  delightful  moshav  dose  to  natural  springs,  Golan  > 
Heights  and  Moorit  Harmon.  Lovely  catwi  suites.  Completely  furnished,  very  peaceful, 
^jwarm  hosprtafity.  Tet  06-694  0007. _ y 

GAULEE- MOUNTAINS _ 

/VEGETARIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST  in  beautfful,  peaceful  Amirrni  village  between^ 
I  Karmtel  and  Satod.  “Anglo  Saxons",  Consiiar  staff  and  natm  lovers  especially  welcome. : 
V  Engfish  spoken  and  understood.  Phfip  Campbefl  Tel/fax:  06-696  9045, 0ES-3K  996  > 


GALILEE 


BRENDA'S  COTTAGES  B&B  -  At  Moshav  Ben-Ami  near  Nahariya  and  the  sea. 
Charming  units  with  all  amenities.  Large  patios.  BBQ  facilities,  wonderful  holiday 
\  atmosphere  and  warm  hospitality.  Brenda  and  Bobby:  Teb  04-982  2320.  j 


ARCADIA  HOTH.  -  SmaHfanRy  hotel,  located  In  the  heart  of  Jerusalem.  Kfiriutes 
away  from  old  city.  Clean  and  tidy  rooms.  Reasonable  rate.  Tel:  02-622  1998, 
Fax:  02-622 1858. 


UTTLE  HOUSE  IN  THE  COLONY  -  The  smallest  hotel  In  Jerusalem!  1 6  air-condtioned 
rooms,  in  the  heart  of  the  German  Colony,  peaceful  street  Double  rooms  S59/69.  Shgtes 
$39/59.  Tet  02-563  7641,  Fac  02-563  7645,  e-mai  roMonttGnetvMoiuietl 


TEL  AVIV 


THE  GORDON  INN  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Near  Tel  Aviv  beachfront  A  clean,  comfortable 
alternative  to  expensive  holds.  Fufly  at-coreftioned  Sngle  rooms  from  US$41.00.  Tet 
03-5238239;  Fac  03523  7419;  wwwLpsLcoi/gortiorHnn,  E-mat  sieepbiOnternetii 


Visit  TOP^  Jerusalem  Jewish  fnformslion  Canter.  54  H*ad  SL,  above  fhe  Cardo,  Jewish 
1/4,^ Teb  Q2-628  8968  - hfomiation,  books,  tapes  and  videos  on  Judaism  AZjontem.  Write 
to  topOactcooLcoJ  ferfae  weekly  Torah  alutfiesor  exptora  Mtprf/wwwisraetenftgalAm/ 


What  to  do  in  Israel 


CENTRAL  ISRAEL  _ - 


HASMONEAN  VILLAGE- An  authentic  re-creation  from  the  days  of  the  Macc^jees, 
located  to  the  ModTn  area,  acQacrait  to  Route  443.  Lots  ofactivrtiaB  far  children  and 
th^r  parents.  Ruerrt  English.  Tfefc  08-926 1617. 


RSWNG  PARK-MOSHAYTALSHACHAR  recre^oo  picnic  wtarlwo  fishing  poob-mousht 
and  carp.  La«ns  and  shaded  steiig  areas.  Pby  equpnertfcr  children.  Rsh  aid  mterastannL 
Open  from  9  aJn.-8  pm.  Mon,  Thus.  9  aJH.-n«4*E^iL  M  08-934  8089, 050-359  327. 


SAVE  TIME  AND  MONEY -Contact  Judy  at  SlGHTSmNG  TOURS,  81  Hayarkon. 
SL,  Tei  Aviv.  Tab 03-517  6248,  Fac  03-517  8835  (from  abroad  fax:  97^3-517-883^. 
.Booking  daily  sightseefag  tows  to  afi  of  Israel,  Jordan  and  ^ypL 


JAFFA  PORT _  ■  • 

SALLERY/PRINT  WORKSfOP  -  Har-S  Printws  &  Pitofishefs,  Jaffa  Port,  Main  Gate.  Ftne^ 
[  Art  prints/originai  paintings,  artist  books,  Israeli  and  international  artists. 
V  Tfeb 03681 6834.Sgi.-Hm.  9J0-171P;  Fri.  1030-1430 orby  affrt-wwwattaartcoilharel 


TOUR  GUIDE  -  Tores  of  Northern  Israel  with  licensed  English  speaking  tour  guide. 
Accommodations  at  beautiful  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Reasonable  rates. 
Can  Mark  -  Tel:  06-683  8292,  051-518  827, 06-696  3502  Fax:  06-683  8000 


ASCENT- Ybur  base  rn.tiie  North  for  Jewish  mysticism.  Best  youth  hostel,  great 
—tacatfanrDaify  classes,  tores.  Jewish  Mutti-Media  Center,  weekly  shabtatorrarspeciat 
^rseroiOacs.  10%  off wttf^hs-ad-Tbfc 06-6921364.  Fax:  06-692 1942.  ^ 

SHARON  AREA 


YADAIM  -  Beautiful  &  original  giftsjjy  Israeli  artists  4  crafts  people,  ceramics,  Jewelry, 
cloths,  woodwork,  painting,  and  more...  for  every  occasion.  Browse  and  enjoy. 
1 8  HarcarmeJ  St  (Midracbov  Yerushaiayim)  Kfar  Saba.  Tel:  09-766  2468. 


TEL  AVIV 


“YIDDtSfEJPfEL.0  -  Israel's  National  Yiddish  Thaalar.  Yiddish  ctesics  by  ai  out^ax&ig 
theater  group.  A  genuine  Jewish  experience.  At  ZOA  House,  Tel  Aviv.  To  reserve: 
1-800-444-660.  Don’t  miss  it 


yBsiS-S-.-t.-A' 


Reserwtto os 

.  For  tea  bast  &  most  raBabte  service 
•  WSoflW  you  more 

•  Deftwy  &  Airport  service 

1M.  02-2538  981  Fax  02^38  WZf 

TM. 03-677  4454 


CRUISES 


discounted  cruises 

WINTER  CRUISE  ON 
LUXURY  CRUISE  SHIP 

Phene  Judy  or  Arthur 
Tel:  03-5176248  Fax;  034178835 
GreentDurs,8iHai«fanSL 
Tel  (eves):  Arthur  09^5756^ 


MEET  ISRAELIS 


Being  single 
doesn’t  mean  to  be  alone! 

Give  us  a  call! 
it  may  just  change  your  Hfe. 
The  Marriage  Connection 
Bezalel  8  Jerusalem  . 
TeL  02- 624 6619 


ANGLO-iSRAEL 
INTERNATIONAL  SINGLES 

Well  established  global 
introduction  service  and 
marriage  bureau 
Discretion  for  people  without 


Wmuiiid.uiuuEz. 

053-426934,  06-6251287 
kaufmanss  nctvisiori.ncl.il  jt 


HOME  SERVICES 


MOBILE  PHONE  RENTAL 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY 


f  GOOD  MORMNG  JERUSALEM  Start  term  rams  and  apartments,  famisted,  aSsizes. 
Low  prices.  Tet  02-623  3459,  Fax:  02-625  9330,  e-malb  gmjer^netvisranjieLfl 
Irttp^/wwwaccommodatioacoJ 


^BBT  QUALITY  AND  CHEAPEST  short  term  holiday  rentals  in  Netanya,  Ra'ananaT' 
I  Kfar  Saba,  Herzliya,  Tel  Aviv,  Jerusalem,  etc.  Tel/Fax:  09-8352116  e-mail: 
L  gaffattfrtevtaiaaneti 

JERUSALEM 

|  NEWUT  RENOVATED  short-term  suites  &  apartment  fully  furnished  prime  locations 
1  up  to  7  beds.  Tel:  03-523  0080;  Fax:  03-522  8129;  e-mafl:  omegalteflhternetil 


TEL  AVIV 


Or^nize  a  church  group  tor  a  wonder^  Holy  Land  pitgrlmaga  As  a  group  organizer 
you  and/or  your  rrrimsler/priest  coiid  travel  FREE  Fax  your  details  and  phone  number 
to  Arthur  Goldberg.  Fax:  0^517  9001. 


WHERETO  EAT 


i 

tai 

L 

ET/ 

QUALITY  APARTMENTS  &  HOUSES  -  For  holiday  rentals  in  NETANYA  and 
CAESAREA  FuHy  furnished  and  equipped  homes  for  short/long  term.  Netanya  Real 
Estate  Tel/Fax:  09-884  6544,  e-mafl:  netrefla  der.net  g 


TEL  AVIV _ 

f  HOW  TO  TRAVEL  FROM  ISRAEL  -  ZION  TOURS  -  The  largest  North  American" 
I  agency  in  Israel.  Your  ONE  STOP  travel  center!  Tel:  02-625  4326.  e-mail: 
marksonenehriskNUietJ 


TIME  SHARING  -in  Tenerife.  Sale  at  a  very  special  rate.  2  weeks  in  July 
in  luxurious  apartments  in  Tenerife.  Don’t  miss  it!i  Teh  03-938-6258 


.  t  r-  .  -■  -  ■* 


A  Jerusalem  landmark  -  RIMON  RESTAURANT  GriUed  Meats  and  Midcfie  Eastern  cuteina 
CAFE  RIMON  Dairy  and  Fish.  Superb  pastry.  Indoor-outdoor  seating.  Glatt  Kosher 
Lrmehadrin.  4  Luntz  St  (off  Midracho^.  Tet  02-624  3712. 

SIGMUND  CORNER  BISTRO/CAFE  -  Art  Deco  Decor-  Serving  crepes,  soups,  sandwiches. 
shakes  and  brewed  coffees.  Reasonable  prices.  Sm-lhus,  11  am-1  am  Frt  9  am-taur  before 
ShabbaL  SaL  hour  ^rShafabal-1  am.  Kosher.  Comer  AzzaWa’ah  Sts.  %L  02-5638212. 

THE  7th  PLACE  -  Popular  Jerusalem  dining  spot  authentic  Southern  Indian  and  dairy 
cuisne.  Spacious,  bright  aid  friendly.  Live  show  every  ni^tf.  Kosher.  37  hGBel  SL  (Beit  /^ron 
-  the  journalists  canted-  Teb  02-6&  4495. 

TONYB*BETYraNTtC  ARCHES" -irt^restauarttcoffBefehoph  an  ancferttoiBaderbuidhg 

right  next  to  the  KoteL  Extensive  dairy  menu.  Kosher  Limehadrin.  £30  ajn.-1 030  pm,  Mcto’e! 
Shabbat  until  11^0.  Also  private  Functions.  174  Hagai  St  (In  the  tunnel).  02-627-7781. 

TZADDHCS  -  Jerusalem's  Real  Authentic  New  Ybric  Dek.  Corned  beef,  roast  beef,  brisket, 
pastrami,  salami,  all-beef  hot  dogs,  H&H  bagels,  draft  beer.  Kosher  Umehadrin.  2  Ttfferet 
Yisrael  SL.  The  Jewish  Quarter.  930  aJTl. -10^30  p.m.  Tet  02-627  2148. 

ROSH  PINA 

BWYTTS1CLRAFA -to  the  hearth  dd  RoshRna,  find  at  Wrote 

and  special  restaurant  serving  casseroles,  steak  and  vegetarian  food  "9 

Gourmet  rooking  atarrasmate  prices,  telefax:  06-ra3  61 92  U 

ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL  PACKAGES 

which  indude  the 

International  Edition,  French  Edition, 

This  Week  in  Israel  and  Internet 


100  Continuous  days 

at  a  very  special  rate 

only  NIS  1 2.82  per  day 
Single  column  Box  only  NIS  18.72  per  day 

To  appear  in  this  special  tourism  column 
or  lor  more  details  send  fax  to: 

100  DAYS 
Fax.  02-5388  408 
or  call  Tel  Aviv  Area 
Tel.  03-639  0333  (Ruthie) 

Fax.  03-639  0277 


J  jSk> 
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Lehmann  recalled  for  England  Test 


SYDNEY  (Reuters)  -  Prolific 
batsman  Darren  Lehmann  was 
recalled  yesterday  to  the  Australian 
side  for  the  fourth  Ashes  cricket 
Test  against  England  starting  in 
Melbourne  on  Saturday. 

The  inclusion  of  South  Australia 
captain  Lehmann  is  the  only  change 
to  the  Australian  side  which  last 
week  secured  their  sixth  successive 
Ashes  series. 

Lehmann  made  his  Test  debut 
against  India  in  March  and  has  been 
recalled  alter  scoring  heavily  during 
Australia's  domestic  season. 

He  comes  into  the  side  for  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Boxing.  Day  Test  at  the 
expense  of  number  six  batsman 
Ricky  Poncing. 

Australia  beat  England  by  205 
‘-is  in  the  third  Test  in  Adelaide  for 
2-0  lead  in  the  five-Test  series. 
Lehmann  was  preferred  to 
Ponting  on  Australia’s  tour  to 
Pakistan  last  month,  scoring  127 
runs  at  an  average  of  4233. 

But  Ponting’s  strength  against 
pace  gave  him  the  nod  for  die  open¬ 
ing  three  Ashes  Tests.  However  he 
paid  the  price  after  scoring  just  47 
runs  in  four  innings  against 
England. 

Ponting  admitted  his  form  was 
not  strong  but  said  uncertainty  over 
his  position  in  the  Test  side  heading 
into  the  Ashes  series  had  affected 

hk.  barring 

“It  almost  feels  like  every  game 
you’re  playing  is  your  last  and  you, 
maybe,  over-etnphasize  things  a  lit- 
tifeyt  and  try  a  tittle  bit  too  hard  to 
sd$p!  runs,"  Ponting  said. 

ranting  said  media  coverage  of 
his  revelation  last  week  that  he  had 
turned  down  a  four-figure  bribe 
from  a  Sydney  bookmaker  for  team 


and  pitch  information  had  not 
helped 

"There’s  been  things  in  the  paper 
virtually  every  day  (about  the  book¬ 
ies  scandal)...  and  I’ve  tried  to  stay 
pretty  much  away  from  all  that  and 
concentrate  on  the  cricket,"  he  said. 

"It  was  bard  going  into  the 
Adelaide  Test,  not  just  for  me  but 
for  everyone  involved  in  that  game, 
and  luckily  enough  we  still  played 
well  over  there.  But  as  it’s  turned 
out  I  still  haven Tr  got  any  runs  in  the 
past  couple  of  innings,  so  I’m  pay¬ 
ing  for  it  now.” 

Australia;  Mark  Taylor  (captain), 
Michael  Slater,  Justin  Langer,  Mark 
Waugh,  Steve  Waugh,  Darren 
Lehmann,  Ian  Healy,  Damien 
Fleming,  Stuart  MacGill.  Jason 
Gillespie,  Glenn  McGrath.  Colin 
Miller. 

England  take  342-run 
England  held  a  lead  of  342  runs 
as  Mark  Butcher  led  the  way  in  the 
tourists*  second  innings  at  the  close 
of  play  on  the  third  day  of  their 
four-day  cricket  match  against  the 
Australian  XI  yesterday. 

England  were  166  for  two,  with 
Butcher  unbeaten  on  85,  against  an 
injury-weakened  Australian  XI 
attack. 

The  home  side  had  earlier 
declared  their  first  innings  at  293 
for  four,  leaving  them  176  runs 
behind  after  England  opened  with 
469  for  six  declared. 

At  the  crease  with  Butcher  at  the 
close  was  Dominic  Cork,  yet  to 
score. 

John  Crawley  returned  to  some 
welcome  form  for  England  with  63 
before  foiling  Ibw  to  Darren 
Lehmann. 

Butcher  and  Crawley  put  on  118 


for  the  first  wicket,  with  Ben 
Holliooke  failing  once  again,  out 
for  17  with  the  score  on  164. 

Earlier,  Australian  XI  captain 
Lehmann  declared  the  borne  side's 
first  innings  just  after  the  tea  inter¬ 
val  in  an  effort  to  breathe  life  Into  a 
match  dominated  by  the  bat. 

Greg  Blewett  top-scored  with  an 
unbeaten  169,  including  15  fours, 
for  the  Australians,  who  resumed  ax 
30  without  loss. 

Opening  partner  Matthew  Elliott 
made  81,  with  the  pair  putting  on 
206  for  the  first  wicket  before 
Elliott  was  caught  off  the  bowling 
of  Hotiioake. 

Corey  Richards  (0)  and  Darren 
Lehmann  (4)  then  fell  for  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  just  six  runs,  before  Stuart 
Law  (21 )  steadied  the  innings. 

ChanderpauTs  composure 
boosts  Windies  total 
Shivnarine  Chanderpaul  contin¬ 
ued  to  milk  the  South  Africa  A 
attack  on  the  third  morning  of  West 
Indies'  four-day  match  in 
Pietermaritzburg  yesterday  before 
finally  succumbing  to  the  last  ball 
of  the  morning  for  182. 

After  a  productive  morning  the 
tourists  were  dismissed  for  375  in 
their  first  innings  at  lunch  as  the 
match  wended  its  way  towards  a 
near  certain  stalemate  in  the  wake 
of  the  rain-hit  first  two  days. 

The  West  Indies  resumed  on  256- 
6  and  lost  Rawl  Lewis  for  eight  in 
the  third  over  of  the  day  when  he 
was  caught  at  second  slip  by 
Shafiek  Abrahams  off  medium 
pacer  Justin  Kemp. 

Nixon  McLean  then  fired  25  off 
35  balls  before  being  trapped  lbw 
by  spinner  Paul  Adams,  ending  an 
eighth-wicket  partnership  of  46. 


FOR  OPENERS  -  Australian  opening  batsman  Matthew  Elliott  glances  the  ball  for  four  runs  dur¬ 
ing  the  third  day  of  the  game  between  the  Australian  XI  and  England  at  Hobart.  (Reutov) 


Magpie  fans 
unhappy 
with  return 
of  board  duo 

NEWCASTLE  (Reuters.)  -  The 
comeback  of  disgraced  directors 
Douglas  Hall  and  Freddy 
Shepherd  faced  resistance  from 
Newcastle  United’s  supporters 
yesterday  but  the  opposition  was 
unlikely  to  have  any  effect 
A  show  of  hands  at  United's 
annual  general  meeting  voted 
against  their  election  to  the  club's 
board  bur  their  return  is  certain  to 
be  rubber-stamped  when  the  votes 
of  Hall  and  Shepherd  and  other 
major  shareholders  are  counted. 

Hall  and  Shepherd  were  at  the 
meeting,  but  neither  spoke  to  the 
small  shareholders  who  expressed 
disquiet  about  the  proposed  sale  to 
cable  company  NTL  Inc. 

NTL  is  poised  to  make  a  £160 
million  bid  for  the  premier  league 
club,  taking  a  63  percent  stake. 

It  was  the  first  annual  meeting 
since  the  two  men  were  exposed 
by  a  tabloid  newspaper  criticizing 
Newcastle’s  fens  and  the  women 
of  the  city  and  the  supporters  took 
the  opportunity  to  attack. 

“1  find  it  sad  that  the  present 
management  has  created  such  ill- 
will  from  the  city  and  supporters.” 
Alan  Clark  told  the  meeting. 

Don  Lee  son  said:  "I've  never 
known  Newcastle  United  be  such 
a  laughing  stock.” 

Hall  and  Shepherd  sent  letters  of 
apology  to  season  ticket  holders, 
but  Hilary  Brown  told  the  meet¬ 
ing:  “An  apology  from  the  pitch, 
especially  to  the  women,  would 
have  been  much  more  successful.” 


CLASSIFIEDS 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  All  rates 
include  VAT: 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  157.95  lor  10 
words  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
N1S  15.79. 

FRIDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS 
245.70  10  words  (minimum),  each  addi¬ 
tional  word  NIS  24.57. 

TWO  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  402.48  tor  10 
/words,  (minimum),  each  additional  word 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  fri- 

^  DAY  (package)  -  NIS  351.  for  10  words 
ijmini mom), each  additional  word  -  NIS 

WEEK  RATE  (8  Insertions)  -  NIS  503.10 
for  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 

-tins  30.31.  •: - 

4  FRIDAYS  -  NIS  843.50  for  1C  words 
(nXnimum);  each  additional  word  -HIS 
64.35. . 

MONTHLY-{24  insertions)  -  NIS  1228.50 
for  10  wards  (minimum),  each  additional 
word  -  NIS  122.85. 

Rates  are  valid  from.  December  15, 
1908. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 


MOSHAV  BEIT  NEKOFA  -  Arab  style 
house.  2.5  rooms,  gerrien,  unfurnished, 
fight,  lovely  location.  $400.  Immediate. 
m052n 


SALES 


DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem  -  weekdays:  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  4  p.m.  on 
Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa  -  weekdays:  12 
noon,  2  days  before  publication;  for  Friday 
and  Sunday:  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  Te!  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  ki  Haifa. 


classified  enquiries  please  call 
‘  5844. 


DWELLINGS 


MUST  SELL!  GEVAT-CANAOA  -  luxury 
duplex,  5.5,  +  3  for  income,  indoor  park¬ 
ing.  view,  garden,  $450,000.  flexible. 
Tel.  02-623- 1593(D)  (NS),  Tel.  02-876- 
1415(E)(NS),  Fax.  02-623-1537.  [20073] 

MUSRARA,  APARTMENT  *n*i  Arab 
building,  .unique  80  meters,  gallery,  reno-., 
vated,  stylized. -Tel.  02-534-1 47 U;fl50v 
312-801 .  [792266]  •  J- 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

BED  &  BREAKFAST.  WARM  at¬ 
mosphere,  private  shower.  TV  In  room, 
many  extras.  French  Hill,  Jerusalem 
$30  lor  a  single,  S50  lor  a  couple. 
Apartment  rental  short  or  tong  term.. 
Fully  equipped  3  bedroom  apartment  in 
Tiberias  .  Tel.  972-2-581-0870.  Fax. 
972-2-581-1385.  E-Mail: 

sasha©ipostcoJl 


DWELLINGS 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

DON'T  DESPAIR-  BECOME  an  au  paid! 
Don't  delay-  phone  today  If  Au  pair  Inter¬ 
national  has  available  the  most  promis¬ 
ing  and  interesting  live-in  job  offers  in 
Israel.  Phone  24  hours  03-619-0423. 
(tsosn 


IMMEDIATE  AU-PAiR  JOBS  available, 
friend  Best  families,  best  conditions,  the 
agency  with  a  heart  for  the  Au  Pairs. 
Call  Hikna-  (03)  965-9937.  pm*?] 

EXCLUSIVE  AU  PAIR  AGENCY  in 
North  Tel  Aviv  seeking  qualified,  inteili- 
ent  candidates.  High  salaries.  Tel. 
”0-620*894.;  [20053] 


VEHICLES 


General 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


VEHICLES 


Sharon  Area 


PASSPORT 


MERCEDES-BENZ  S320,  1998  mod¬ 
el,  black  metallic,  leather  interior,  all  ex¬ 
tras:  sun  roof,  park-dtetance  control,  navi¬ 
gator,  GSM  phone,  17,000  km.,  net  export 
price  DM  78,000  (FOB  German  port). 
Contact  Michael  Gerhardt  Automobiles. 
Germany,  Tel.  49-451-499-3851/2,  Fax. 
49-451-499-3853/4.  In  Israel  Tel.  050- 
454-044.  [21361] 


fi 


VEHICLES 


Jerusalem 


tMEN/WOMEM,  LIVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
perl-tlme/fulMimq.  Tel.  03-512-4059, 
057-280-280.  [795195] 


MITSUBISHI  STATION,  GLXI,  1994, 
46,000km,  excellent  condition,  automat¬ 
ic.  Tel.  02-652-3735,-  050-240-977. 
[19478]  . . . .  . _ 


PASSPORT 


LESSONS 


LANGUAGE  CENTER:  IMPROVE 
your  Hebrew,  Russian,  Arabic — +  psycho¬ 
metric  university  preparations.  Experi¬ 
enced  English  teachers  needed.  Tel.  03 
962-7210.  [68] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Sharon  Area 


Tel  Aviv 


RENTALS 


General 


NEW  PENTHOUSES  AND  apartments, 
near  beach,  fomfshed/unfurnished.  THE 
KEY,  Tel.  03-524-4496.  119466] 


WHERE  TO  STAY 


SALES 


JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD. 
Short  and  long  term  rentals 
Bed  and  breakfast 

,  P.O.  Bax  4233,  Jerusalem  91044. 
(Tel.  02*561 1745,  Fax:  02-563-7566 
e-maHrjerol6j8reLco.il  ■ 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN 
Hotel 

Private  Bathroom  -Telepftone-T.V. 
TeL  02-625-27 57 
Guesthouse 
B.a  doubles  /  family  rooms 
TeL  02-625-1294 
Best  value  accomodations. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 


RENTALS 


MOTZA-1LIT,  FURNISHED  STUDIO, 
kitchenette,  built-in  cupboards,  separata 
entrance  at  private  villa,  parking.  Tel.  02- 
534-2824. 


SALE-PINKAS  WEIZMANN,  4.5  + 
basement  parking,  security,  beautiful 
kitchen.  TeL  03-605-5110.  050-756*279 
(private).  [795314] 


DWELLINGS 


_ _ Sharon  Area _ 

SALES/RENTALS 

HERZLfYA  PI7UAH,  GOOD  selection  of 
quality  houses/apartments,  for  sale  or 
rent.  Exclusive  OPEN  &  DUNSKY.  TeL 
09-957-3096.  [0201] 


SERVICES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

GENERAL 

PALMISTRY,  INDIVIDUAL  READ¬ 
INGS  and  consultations.  Andres,  TW.  02- 
624-7250. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

EXCELLENT  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES, 
for  au  pairs,  domestic  help,  childcare  and 
caregivers  for  the  elderly.  Great  condi¬ 
tions.  High  salary,  live  fnfaut,  countrywide. 
Tel.  03-688-6767, 052-891034.  [144541 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

LOOKING  FOR  FEMALE  HOUSE¬ 
KEEPER,  to  live  out,  6  days  a  week,  4 
hours,  morning.  TeL  050-498-264. 


WORKERS  WANTED:  2,3  times  per 
week,  (llve-ln  possible).  Tel.  03-512- 
4058.Q57-28CF60Q.  [795194] 


VEHICLES 


General 

GENERAL 


FOR  NEW  IMMIGRANT,  Hyundai  Lantra, 
1996,  manual,  36,000  km.  original  own¬ 
er.  like  new,  service  history.  Tel.  02- 
652-3735.  050-240-977.  [21 031 J 

FOR  NEW  IMMIGRANT,  Hyundai  Ac- 
cent,  1997,  automatic,  first  owner, 
20.000  km.  Tel.  02-652-3735,  050-240- 
977.  1210321 

LAND  ROVER  DISCOVERY,  1995,  man- 
ual,  51,000  km.  Like  new.  Fully  loaded. 
TeL  02-652-3735,  050-240 -977.  [21033] 

MITSUBISHI  SUPER  LANCER,  1993, 
manual,  67,000  km.,  excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  AC,  power  steering,  electric  wind¬ 
ows,  fun  loaded.  Tel.  02-652-3735.  050- 
240-977.  121034] 

1985,  PEUGEOT,  90S,  automatic, 
good,  condition.  120,000km,  below  book. 
lM.  02-586-8080.  [21479] _ 

MITSUBISHI,  LANCER,  GLX,  1992, 
automatic.  A/C.  excellent  contfltion.  Tel. 
02-878-6268.  050-501-525.  [796354] 


VEHICLES 


Tel  Aviv 


ARIEPAL0GE 

QUALITY  NEW  &  USED  CARS 
g  TAX  HJEE  &  UNRESTRICTED 

Buying  •  Setting  •  Trading  •  Leasing 
Cdebraiing  ZS'fcns  -  Cuunliywide  Service 
Passport— Paasport- Our  Specialty 

JfeL  050-240477,  TfeL/ftx.  02-652-37351 


PASSPORT 


1995  PEUGEOT  306  XR  1.6  engine, 
manual,  55,000  km,  radio-cassette, 
alarm,  in  excellent  condition.  Tel.  03527- 
4574.  053603044.  [796414] 

DAEWOOD  SSANGYONG  CORAN- 
DO  jeep  4x4,  manual,  diesel,  1994.  excel¬ 
lent  condition,  $6,900.  Call  Mark,  TeL  03 
527-0621,050-717-981.  [794159] 


3  BEDROOM  AFMRTMENT,  EASTTAL- 
PIOT,  attractive,  partially  furnished, 
ground  floor  with  large  patio.  Available 
Nov.  15  r  Dec.  1.  tor  one  year,  possibly 
longer.  $750/month.  Tel.  02-671-4210 


Jerusalem 

TEACHERS 


habitat  real  estate 


Jerusalem  quality  sales  fi  rentals  j 
in  all  areas  •  ask  llaylr 


fat  (02)  56  ft  222  fax:  (02)5611176 


™“ REQUIRED '1 
acber  of  Spoken  Business  Eng 
to  give  private  lessons 
at  students  homflfcMrthhAtafoi 
2  hours,  3  times  a  week 
NIS  100  per  hoot 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP  ~~ 

HIGH  SALARY  FOR  metapetot  possi^ 
Me  live-fo  .good  conditions.  03-676-3183. 

[792722] 


The  Jerusalem  Post  Funds 
is  looking  for  two 
volunteers  to  help  with  its 
charity  work  for  a  few  hours 
a  week.  If  you  can  spare  the 
time,  your  assistance  would 
be  most  useful.  Travel 
expenses  will  be  refunded. 
Please  phone  Illie  at 
02-537-6528  for  details. 
Thank  you. 


]2223QJ*_bO 


DAEWOOD  PRINCE  1996,  manual, 
luxury  car,  full  extras,  excellent  condition. 
Don't  miss  outl  $6,500.  Call  Mark  any¬ 
time.  Tel.  03527-0621,  050-717-081. 
[794159] 

FORD  SESTIZA,  1992.  automatic, 
smalt  car,  lull  extras,  as  new  condition, 
guaranteed,  excellent  car,  $4,390.  Call 
Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03527-0621 .  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  PROBE.  1991  GT.  manual.  2 
door.  $4,900.  5  seats.  Mack,  very  luxuri¬ 
ous  car,  AC.  P/S.  E/W,  top  condition,  tow 
km.  Call  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621. 
050-7 17-981.  [7941581 

*.  FORD-PROBE  1991 .  2  door,-  5  seats 
automatic,  very  luxurious.  AC,  full  extras, 
cruise  control,  white,  low  km.,  excellent 
car.  Call  Mark.  Tel.  053717-981, 03-527- 
0627.  [794159] 

HONDA  ACCORD  1988,  manual,  ex- 
ceOent  oontfifon,  full  extras.  S3 ,903,  Celt 
Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03527-0621.  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 

MERCEDES  240,  DIESEL,  1978. 
manual,  red.  lull  extras,  $4,900.  Call 
Mark-  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[794159] 

MITSUBISHI  STAR  ION,  1989,  2 
doors,  manual.  5  seats,  air-conditioning, 
nadio-cassettc,  very  attractive  car.  54.900. 
Call  Mark  any  time.  Tel.  053717-901. 
[794159] 

PONTIAC  GRAND- AM,  1992.  au¬ 
tomatic,  very  luxurious,  foil  extras,  $5,900. 
Call  Mark.  Tat.  03-527-0621.  053717- 
981.  [794159] 

SAAB  90001,  1994,  automatic,  excel¬ 
lent,  new  condition,  full  extras,  metalOc 
dark,  very  luxurious  car.  $9,300.  Call 
Mark  any  time.  Tel.  03527-0621,  053 
717-981.  [794159] 

VOLVO  240  GL.T986.  manual  RHD, 
original,  excellent  condition,  full  extras. 
$2,900.  Call  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03527- 
0621,053717-901.  [794159] 

VW  GOLF  GTT,  1991,  auto,  excellent 
condition,  4  doors.  5  seats,  full  extras,  as 
new.  silver,  $5,500.  Call  Mark.  Tel.  03- 
527-0621,053717*981.  [794159] 

CHEVY  LUM1NA.  1998,  only  4.500  km., 
as  new.  automatic,  green,  radio-cas¬ 
sette,  alarm  and  bnmobiflzer..  telephone 
stand,  book  price.  Tel.  03964-6605. 
052-933962  (Annie).  [795480] 

VW  GOLF  GT),  1990,  manual,  dark 
blue,  2  doors,  5  seats,  fad  extras,  $4,500. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717- 
981.  [794159] 


VW  GOLF  GTT,  diesel.  1992,  dark  blue, 
manual,  excellent  condition,  vary  cheap  to 
run,  fuD  extras.  $4900.  Cal  Mark.  Tel.  03 
527-0621,  053717-981.  [794159] 

CADILLAC  SEVILLE,  1983,  automat¬ 
ic,  collector's  item,  full  extras,  excellent 
condition.  3.8  oc..  2  cotota,  S5.900.  Can 
Mark.  Tel.  03527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


Sharon  Area 


PASSPORT 


1992  GOLF, ^AUTOMATIC.  o/sfeerina 
AC.  4  door,  kwi  km.,  -TSIiite,  1 3c  blueT 
areaf-buy.  $4,900.  Tel:  052-4233327. 


OLEH  -  OLEH  - 1996  Toyota  Carofa  Sta¬ 
tion  GLI,  automatic,  full  option.  Can 
only  be  deserfoed  as  new.  Big  saving. 
Coming  soon.  Tel.  052-423327,  OB-742- 
9517.  [794905] 

TOURIST  ONLY,  1996  L  300,  10  seats, 
manual,  p/steering,  AC,  1st  hand,  white, 
average  km.,  cheap  price.  Tel.  052-423 
327,  03742-9517.  [794905] _ 

UNRESTRICTED 

1996  RANGE  ROVER  4.6  HSE,  metallic 
grey,  one  owner,  6,000  km,  immaculate 
condition.  N.I.S.  270.000.  Tel.  053973 
82a  [796268]  .. 


742-9517.  [794905] 


VEHICLES 


Haifa  and  North 


1994  GRAND  CHEROKEE  LTD. ,  white, 
fun  leather,  full  options,  no  accidents, 
no  off  road  accidents,  6mall  mileage, 
must  be  seen.  Tourist  or  Diplomat-  Tel. 
052-423-327,  03742-9517.  [794905] 


PASSPORT 


VW  POLO  CLASSIC,  1997,  16D0,  100 
hp,  manual,  benzene,  60.000  km.,  original 
owner,  ImmoMlzsr,  alarm,  green.  Tel.  03 
651-5989.  [796267] 


THE  JERUSALEM 

POST 

ADVERTISING  DEPT. 

60  RehovYiimiyahu,  Jerusalem 
5  Rehov  Hamasger,  Tel  Aviv 


Sunday-Thursday 

CLASSIFIED  ADS  (words)  02-531-5644 


Sunday-Thursday 

DISPLAY  ADS  (inches) 

including  Obituaries 


02-531-5630 
03*639-0333  Tel  Aviv 


Jerusalem 


FAX: 


Jerusalem 
Tel  Aviv 


02-531-5608 
02-531-5639 
02-531-5642' 
03-639-0333  Tel  Aviv 

02-538-8408 

03-639-0277 


THE  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  IS  CLOSED  ON  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 


OBITUARIES  Weekdays  after  5  o.m..Fridays  and  Saturday  niahts 


Tel:  02-531-5613,  Fax:  02-538-9527 
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Mail  this  coupon  to  us  with  payment  enclosed  (minimum  10  words) 


COUPON 

10% 

OFF 


□  ONETIME  Insertion 

□  3  TIMES 

□  B  TIMES  (FULL  WEEK) 

Starting  Date _ 

AMOUNT:  NIS _ 


□  4  FRIDAYS 
O  MONTH 

-No.  of  words _ 


.Rates: 


See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  10%  if  you  use  this  coupon. 

Classification _ Geographical  Area__ 

No  refunds  for  early  cancellation  of  series. 

TEXT: _ 


Name 

Address 

CHy.  _  Phone 

Credit  Card  No. 

Expiry  date 

ID  No. 

Slanature 

MAIL  TO:  ADS  COUPON  SPECIAL,  P.O.Box  81,  Jerusalem  91000 
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SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  CLASSIFIED  OFFER! 

And  that  Isn’t  all..  Save  another  1 0%! 


We  want  your  used  car  classified  ad 

.  ...  so  we're  making  an  offer  you  can't  refuse!!! 

Ydur  classified  car  ad  can  nin  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only: 

NIS  58.50  for  two  hill  weeks 
NIS  88.50  for  one  full  month 
NIS  1 17.00  for  two  foil  months 


1 .  Save  10%  on  above  prices,  by  using  the  maiWn  coupon  In  this  paper  (2  weeks  NIS  52.65;  one  month  NIS  79.65;  two  months  NIS  105.30) 

2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  just  how  great  your  car  is! 

3.  You  may  upgrade  from  package  to  package,  by  paying  the  difference. 

TERMS  OF  PUBLICATION:  Advertisement  must  be  for  one  car  only.  Yon  may  cancel  ad.  If  you  sell  the  car,  but  no  refunds.  Payment 

by  cash,  check  or  credit  card. 
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SPORTS 


- — ~Z  "u.,  op  1998  The  Jerusalem  Post 

Tuesday,  December^,  _ _ 


Stars’  unbeaten  streak  grows  to  8 


KANATA, 
Ontario  (AP) 
-Tony  Hrkac 
scored  the 
winner  late 
in  the  second 
period  and 
Romas 
Turtle  stopped  27  shots  as  the 
Dallas  Stars  beat  the  Ottawa 
Senators  3-2  Sunday  to  extend 
their  unbeaten  streak  to  eight 
games. 

The  Stars  are  6-0-2  in  their  last 
eight  and  have  lost  only  one  of 
their  last  10  road  games  (7-1-2). 
Turek  remained  unbeaten  at 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 


4-0-2. 

Joe  Nieuwendyk  and  Mike 
Keane  had  the  other  goals  for  the 
Stars.  Ottawa's  goals  were  scored 
by  Alexei  Yashin  and  Andreas 
Johansson. 

Coyotes  4,  Mulders  2 

Keith  Tkachuk  scored  a  power- 
play  goal  with  5:20  remaining  as 
Phoenix  extended  its  home 
unbeaten  streak  to  li  games. 

Greg  Adams  had  a  goal  and  an 
assist  and  Juba  Ylonen  and  Bob 
Corkum  added  goals  for  the 
Coyotes. 

Mark  Lawrence  scored  his  first 
career  goal  and  Eric  Brewer 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
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added  another  goal  for  Jhe 
Islanders,  who  had  their  three- 

eame  unbeaten  streak  stopped. 

Lightning  2,  Flyer®  2 

Wendel  Clark  scored  ai  10.3* 
of  the  third  period  to  give  visiting 

Tampa  Bay  a  tie. 

Clark  deflected  a  shot  from  the 
right  circle  by  Alexander 
Sdivanov  past  the  stick  side  of 
Flyers  goaltender  Ron  Hextall  to 
help  Tampa  Bay  snap  a  two-game 
losing  screak. 

Rod  Brind’Amour  and  John 
LeClair  scored  for  the  Flyers. 
Who  extended  their  unbeaten 
streak  to  five  (2-0-3).  Sandy 

Date*  12j£| 

Rn*T*PWlod-l,  Dates, 

<pp).  5.  DaflM,  Hrkac  5  ( 

TORI  Fariod-Nona.  Shots 
3-30.  Ottawa  3-12-9-29.  C 
Ottawa,  A-17JS81. 


N.Y.  Islander*  101-2 

PtKwnta  1  1  2-* 

Hi ®t  Rartod-1,  Phoenix.  Adams  6  (Lumme). 
1B37  (pp).  Z  New  'fork,  Lawrence  1  (Lapotntft 
SmoSr3d).  17.41.  Second  Pwiod-3,  Phoenix. 
Ylonen  2  (Adams,  Tocchst),  2:10.  TOrd  Fflfk>d-4, 
New  Ifaric,  Brewer  3  (MB er.  Lawrence).  9X36.  5, 
Phoenix,  TtaehiA: » (Qifirt.  ftcartAJ,  W»tPP>- 
6.  Phoenix.  Coriam  2.  1929  (an).  Shots  on 
epat-New  York  UW-fl-22.  Phoenix  18-KW-34. 
GoaBes-New  York.  Sato.  Phoenix,  KheHbuSn. 


t. 

McCarthy  also  scored  for  Tampa 
Bav.  which  had  lost  14  of  its  pre¬ 
vious  16  games  and  had  been 

outscored  70-28  in  that  stieteh. 

Kings  4,  Blackbawks  1 
Donald  Audette,  playing  his 
first  game  with  Los  Angeles, 
scored  on  his  firs1  shift  and  the 
Kings  got  two  goals  from  Glen 
Murray  to  beat  the  hosts. 

Audette,  a  10-year  NHL  veter¬ 
an  right  wing,  skated  in  his- first 
game  this  season  after  holding 

out  with  the  Buffalo  Sabres.  Los 

Angeles  acquired  him  Friday 
from  Buffalo  for  a  second-round- 
‘99  draft  choice. 


011M 

1  100-2  _  „ 
Brirxf  Amour  T3 
■jeond  PJ»4 

'Amour,  McGflteV  v 
2  (CuBn 

_ Tampa 

GraUon)  -It 
-Tampa  Bay  B-T1- 
13-0-6-5-32- 

ftenford.  Philadelphia, 
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Clark  IS  (Seflvanov. 
Ovortme-NoRiShcta  on 
7-4-30-  pf,"-— w* 

OoaSaa-- 
HaxttLA- 


Los  AngeiM 
CMc — 


202-4 
100-1 


Audette  1 


Chicago.  Thibault  A-15.A29 


_ _ _ _  _ 

Top  sportsman 

French  international  Zinedine  Zidane  (c)  is  the  winner  of  the  Renters  1998  Sports  Personality 
poll.  The  son  of  Algerian  immigrants,  wZizon”  was  the  fulcrum  of  a  multi-racial  team  who 
broke  down  French  sodal  barriers.  Above:  Zinedine  is  congratulated  by  teammates 
Emmanuel  Petit  (r)  and  Christian  Karembeu  after  scoring  his  first  of  two  headers  in  the  3-0 
World  Cop  victory  over  Brazil  on  July  12.  (Reuters) 


Three  minor  league  Mets  sentenced  for  gang-rape 


FORT  PIERCE,  Florida  (AP)  -  Three  minor 
league  players  for  the  New  York  Mets  have 
been  sentenced  to  two  years  in  prison  and  two 
years'  probation  for  their  pan  in  the  gang-rape 
of  a  17-year-old  girl. 

Jose  Brea  Tbcent,  18,  Natividad  Tavarez,  19, 
and  Milton  Gonzalez,  18,  all  of  the  Dominican 
Republic,  were  released  on  bond  pending  their 
appeal. 

Though  prosecutors  had  requested  15  years 


in  prison  and  15  years’  probation  for  each  of 
them.  Circuit  Judge  C.  Pfeiffer  Trowbridge 
sentenced  the  three  as  youthful  offenders. 

The  three  were  convicted  in  October  of  rap¬ 
ing  the  girl  at  the  Port  Sl  Lucie  Holiday  Inn, 
where  they  were  staying  during  the  Mets* 
extended  spring  training  in  April. 

Prosecutor  Steve  Levin  argued  that  die  gang 
rape  was  not  “some  teenagers  doing  a  prank. 
This  is  a  crime  of  the  worst  degree,”  he  said. 


“It’s  a  crime  where  you  can't  see  the  scar. 

The  victim  was  unable  to  come  to  Fort  Pierc^ 
from  New  York  to  testify.  In  court.  Levin 
a  letter  she  sent  him.  *Tm  trying  to  fight  the 
battle  inside  that  no  one  sees  but  me,"  Levin 
read.  “Deep  inside  I  blame  myself  and  hale 
myself  for  not  stopping  them." 

Two  other  suspects,  Vincent  Rosario,  19,  and 
fellow  player  Ruddi  De  La  Cruz,  19.  are 
expected  to  go  to  trial  in  early  January. 


NFL 

Continued  from  Page  20 

Raiders  17,  Chargers  10 
Wade  Wilson  threw  a  pair  of 
touchdown  passes  to  lead  visiting 
Oakland  (8-7)  to  a  victory,  but 
Oakland  was  eliminated  from 
playoff  contention  earlier  in  the 
day. 

In  games  reported  in  yester¬ 
day’s  edition: 

Patriots  24, 49er$  21 
Adaon  Vinatieri’s  35-yard  field 
goal  with  three  seconds  left  lifted 
host  New  England  (<M>)r  into  the 
playoffs  as  a  wild-card. 

Packers  30,  Oilers  22 
Brett  Favre  threw  three  touch¬ 
down  passes  to  Antonio  Freeman 
in  steady  snow  flurries  as  Green 


Twvmmw  0  7  7  8-22 

Green  Bay  14  7  3  8-20 

First  Quarter  GS-Freerrmn  57  peso  from 
Favre  (Longwfl  lock).  1322.  GB-Freeman  68 
pass  from  Favre  (LongwoH  kick),  258.  Second 
Quarter  Ten-Mason  25  pose  from  McNair  (Del 
Greco  lack),  13:42.  GO  ueuinai  32  pass  from 
Favre  (longweft  Wck).  1:H  .Third  Quarter  GB-FG 
LongweU  30.  1005.  Terv-Thigpen  30  pass  from 
McNair  (Dal  Greco  kick),  138.  Fourth  Quarter 
GB-FG  longnrt  40,  72 
332.  Ten-Mason  3  pass  from  McNair 
run).  :53.  A-59.868. 


40,  727.  GB-FG  Lonflwe*  40, 
Stair  (George 


Kansu  City  0  0  7  0-7 
NY  Giants  14  7  7  0-28 
Fma  Quarter;  NY-ESsworth  43  Interception 
mum  (Daluiso  kick),  13:46.  NY-Toomer  tZ  pass 
from  Graham  (Daluiso  kick),  621 .  Second 
Quarter  NY-Brown  1  nsi  (DaMao  kick),  3-A6. 
ThW  Quarter  NY-Graham  6  run  (Dafasao  kick), 
6:30.  KC-Gonzaiaz  4  pass  from  Grbac 
(Stsyanavtch  Wck),  2:41.  *-66,040. 

San  Frmdaoo  021  0  0-21 
New  England  7  7  010-24 
First  Quarter:  NE-A  Edvards  W  pass  from 
Zotok  (Vnatteri  kick),  236.  Second  Quarter 
SF-ftitx  75  pass  bom  S-Mxmg  (Richey  kadk), 
823.  NE-nJefieraon  81  pass  from  Zblafc  (VJnaUeri 
kick).  8:41.  SF-Owens  7  pass  from  SLYbum 
mwwy  kkk).  2:42.  SF-MSmith  25  pass  from 
Detmer  (Richey  Kckj,  :00.  Fourth  Quarter 
NE-fl.  Edwards  S  run  (VlruHJori  kick).  7.34. 
NE-FG  Vlnatien  36.  -03.  A-SB.1S3. 

Baltimore  0  8  3  0-3 

Chicago  3  21  Q  0-24 

FhteCiuarter.  CHMH3  Jaeger  20. 526.  Second 
Quarter.  Ch^Ateo  t  rwi(3»ger  Wck),  11:37. 
Ctn-Conwoy  16  pass  from  Swnstram  (Jaeger 
luck).  723.  Chl-Chsncey  4  pass  from  Stenstrom 
Ueegar  lock},  :06  Third  Quaner,  Bai-FG  Stover 
27. 11:30.  A-40.653. 

St  Louis  3  7  3  0-18 

Carolina  0  7  3 10-20 

Fust  Quarter  Stb-FG  IMSdns  43.  ZSQ.  Second 
Quarter  StL-Hairls  1  pass  from  Bono  (VOklm 
kfck),  7:29.  Car-Muhammad  3  pass  from 
Beuerfeln  JKasay  Wck),  1:18.  Third  Quarter. 
StL-FQ  WIHns  3a.  8St.  Cer-FG  Kasay  32, 1:43. 
Fourth  CXjarter  Csr-Brouohton  68  pass  from 
Car-FG  Ksssy  37, 


Bay  rolled  to  a  borne  win  (hat 
clinched  the  AFC  Central 
Division  title  for  Jacksonville. 

Giants  28,  Kansas  City  7 
Host  New  York  kept  alive  its 
slim  playoff  hopes  and  guaranteed 
the  Chiefs  their  first  losing  season 
in  a  decade  with  a  pounding  of 
Kansas  City. 

■■  Panthers  20  Rams  13 
Steve  Beaerlein  found  Luther 
Broughton  for  a  68-yard  touch¬ 
down  pass  with  2:44  remaining  ja& 
Carolina  tallied  fora  borne  win.- 

Bears24,  Ravens  3 
James  Allen  rushed  for  163 
yards  and  a  touchdown  in  his  first 
career  start  and  Chicago  frustrated 
Jim  Harbaugh  in  his  return  to 
Soldier  Reid . 


l  nr  (Anderson  kick),  6S7.A-67.14a 

bxflonapofls  7  3 10  3-23 

Seattle  7  3  0 17-27 

kst  Quarter  md-Wairsn  4  run  (Vandenegr 
kick),  926.  Sea-Gateway  3  pass  tram  Krtaa 
[Peterson  Wck),  256.  Second  Quarter  Seo-FG 
Peterson  42.  7Q1  tnrt-FG  Vantojagl  32.  :00. 
ThW  Quarter  Ind-FG  Vmdeiiagt  48, 
Ind-raiard  1  pass  from  Marxm) 
kkd<),  6:18.  Fourth  Quarter  Ind-FGi 
12:17.  Soft-Wottars  33  run  (Poteraon  kick).  91 
Soa- Springs  14  fumbta  return  (PWereon  kick). 
736  SeHTO  Peterson  30, 157.  A-58.7CG, 


PWtadelphU  3  0  3  3-9 

Dallas  7  0  8  0-13 

Rite  Quarter  PN-FG  Boiikrf  21, 
Oav-8»mson  7  run  {Cunningham 
Third  Quarter  PN-FG  Bonk*  41,  1331. 
Cunningham  42.  &00.  DsF-FG 
153.  Fourth 
A-62.722. 


10:14. 

329. 


Quartan  PN-FG  BoriW 


41, 

12-.ee. 


Oakland  -014  3  0-17 
San  Disgo  3  0  7  0-10 
Flr«  Owter  SD-FG  Camay  28,  50.  Second 
Quarter,  Oak-JoK  45  pan  horn  UVteon  (G-Davte 
Wesy.  12:  W.  Oak-TBrovwi  12  pass  from  Wteon 
(G  Davis  Wck),  616  Third  Quarter  Oak-FG 
Q.Oavia  25.  1026  SO-Wcka  39  pass  from 
WhsBian  (Camay  Wck).  XW.  A-60,7m 

New  OrtMns  010  0  7-17 
Artnona  3  3  7  6-19 

First  Quarter:  Ari-FG  Jacks  21.  526  Second 

28.  50.  Third  Quarter  Ari-Wumafl  21  nm  (Jacks 
kick).  8:16  Fourth  Quarter  Ari-FG  Jacks  40, 
646  NO-Cteetand  13  pass  horn  CoOns  (Brian 
Wck).  121.  Ari-FG  Jacks  35,  5a  A-SlBl/. 


I 


Beuwtein  (Kasay  Id*), 
1.-04.  A-60,047. 
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it’s  hard  to  decide  which  leasing  company  to  u?ef  especially:  if  you’re  in  a  foreign  country 
With  New  KopeTs  Operational  Leasing,  you  ran  rest  easy  .  Why? 

Because  you'll  have  chosen  Israel's  number  1  leasing  company 
Fro/n  the  linorneht  you  start  working  with  New  Kopel,  everything,  ticks  like  a  Swiss  watch,  quietly 
and  efficiently  .  Your  staff,  manager  and  auditor  wiH  all  be  happy  with  our  new,  fully  accessorized 
cars,  and  by  the  fact  that  they  have  someone  to  rely  on,  at  all  times . 

Now  you  know  why  you  should  choose.New  Kopel. 

1 .  You  can  be  certain  you  made  the  right  choice. 

2.  You  do  the  driving  while  we  do  the  worrying. 

For  the  most  worthwhile  Leasing  deai  in  Israel,  call  New:  Kopel  today  1-800-880-100 


Cfradnnafll  3  13  6  3-25 

Pittsburgh  «  714  3-24 

F™1  Quart®-:  On-FG  Potfrey  33, 4^12.  Second 
Quwter  On-Shads  55  tumlite  rattan  (P.Vfnw 
kick),  1026 Gte>-FG  RaHrey37. 608.  PA-Uto  B 
Jntepspaon  return  (NJohnson).  1A2.  Cliv-FG 
PeBrey  43,  56  Third  Quarter  Ptt-OMhmn  54 
tamftlB  return  (N Johnson  kick),  t4>40.  PK-Betfe 
4  rm  (NJchnson  kick),  755.  Cn-Scott  61  pass 
Stok?  (Itai  faBed).  646  Fourth  Quarter 

StT?  ,0:17-  CM-a3  ftwrey  21. 

9:12.  A-52.017. 

Atlanta  7  3  0 14-24 

Daw*  7  7  3  0—17 

Rrel  Ckiararr  Det-Beyd  18  pssa  Item  Rath 

AB-FG  Andsreen  34,  631.  Drive:  10  plays.  58 
fSff*8,  0  P“*  IremRsich 

i  52.'  Oerter.  Dat-FG 

Harwi  M.  1:43.  Drfvn:  15  playa.  75  yards.  834. 
Foiwfli  Ouartsr  AiHUatfita  27  pass  from 

Chandler  (Amtenwn  kick),  M22.  Att-JAnderaon 


AMERICAN  COIffBtENCE 

Wit  du  u 


7^46kSn- 


AsdcsonvBe  0  3  0  7-10 

Minnesota  3  014  24-50 

Rrat  Ckiarton  Mtrr-FG  Anderson  46  037. 
Sswjte  Quarter.  Mn-FG  Anasrson  S3.  5*1, 
Cunningham  (pass 

Ho<Bs-  25»  S'00-  ® 

Mi-Moss  43  pass  from  Cunnkighm 
from 

- .Jurth 

iKgsS" 

rson  Wck).  .  (SS 

pLnJ^8  S*lU,7^y*0C^77, 
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CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 

The  Huberman  Quartet:  violinists  Guy 
Braupscein  and  Yehonatan  Berick.  violist  Gilad 
Kami  and  cellist  Zvi  Plesser.  presents  iis  first  series 
of  concerts  playing  the  Mendelssohn  Opus  44  no. 
2  quartet  and  Menahem  Wiesenhetg’s  Between  the 
Sacred  and  the  Profane  as  well  as  the  Shostakovich 
piano  quintet  with  Itamar  Golan  as  their  guest. 
Tonight  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Museum,  tomorrow  at  the 
Israel  Museum  Jerusalem  both  at  8:30  p.m. 

Itzhak  Perlman  conducts  the  Israel  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  in  Bach's  third  Brandenburg  concerto  and 
Mozart's  29th  symphony  and  is  also  the  soloist  in 
Bach's  A  minor  violin  concerto  while  his  daughter 
Navah  Perlman  is  the  soloist  in  Mozart's  C  minor 
piano  concerto  tonight  and  Wednesday  at  the  Mann 
Auditorium  in  Tel  Aviv  and  Thursday  at  the  Haifa 
Auditorium  at  8  JO  p.m.  On  Saturday  at  8:30  p.m. 
iij  at  the  Mann  Auditorium  the  program  is  the  same 
t*  except  that  the  younger  Perlman  plays  Beethoven's 
1  third  piano  concerto  instead  of  the  Mozart  one. 

The  Jerusalem  Utmgica  Festival  continues  as 
the  Jerusalem  Symphony  Orchestra,  DBA  performs 
the  always  inspiring  and  touching  requiem  by 
Faure  as  well  as  Schubert's  sixth  mass  with  Peter 
Neumann  on  the  podium  conducting  his  own 
Kartauserkantorei  from  Koln  and  four  intemarion- 
ai  soloists.  Tonight  at  8:30  p.m.  at  the  Henry 
Down  Symphony  Hall. 

Renowned  Hungarian  pianist  Andras  Schiff 
plays  a  special  recital  of  music  by  Bach.  Kurtag, 
Beethoven  and  Schumann  tonight  at  8  JO  p.m.  at 
the  Claremont  Auditorium  at  the  Tel  Aviv 
University  in  honor  of  the  new  Steinway  piano  of 
the  Tel  Aviv  Rubin  Academy. 

Uzi  Wiesel  presents  cello  masterclasses  today  <2- 
7  pjTLi  ai  the  Israel  Music  Conservatory  in  Tel  Aviv. 


The  Huberman  Quartet  makes  its  series 
debut. 


ENGLISH  THEATER 

Helen  Kaye 


Distinguished  actor  Edward  Petherbridge  contin¬ 
ues  his  local  tour  of  Samuel  Beckett’s  Krapp  s  Last 
Tape  which  tells  the  siory  of  a  lonely,  failed  writer 
as  he  listens  to  earlier  tape-recordings  of  himself 
on  his  69th  birthday.  Tonight  at  the  Beersheva 
Conservatory  of  Music,  and  tomorrow  at  Wix 
Auditorium  in  Rehovot.  Both  shows  at  8:30  p.m. 
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■VOICE  OF  HUSK 

&05  Lawes:  Consort  no  2  in  D 
minor,  Gominiani  according  lo 
CoraflL  Concerto  Grosso  no  6  in  G 
op  3:  Bach/Schoenberg:  Prelude 
and  Fugue  In  E  flat ;  two  16th-cen¬ 
tury  Spanish  songs 
7:07  Williams:  3  ancient  pieces 
arranged  lor  Guitar;  Respighi:  6 
Plano  Pieces ;  Mussorgsky:  Song; 
GiMa:  Symphony  no  2  on  Russian 
Themes;  Stravinsky:  Ragtime  lor  tt 
Instruments 

0:05  British  Pole  Son®  arranged 
(or  Ruts;  Vaughan  WWams:  In  the 
Fen  Country  'tor  Orchestra; 

Copland:  Appalachian  firing 
R05  Mendessaha-  A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream  -  Overture  op  21  / 
Incidental  Music  op  8V,  Bach:  Suita 
no  5  lor  Soto  Ceflo;  Music  from  die 
.Burgundy  Court  by  Cdtfiar,  Dufay, 
•irfoniafoa  end  others;  L  Couperin: 
■^ySuite  in  D  minor.  Haydn:  String 
V  Quartet  op  77/2;  Debussy:  Danse 
sacre  el  danse  profane;  Stravinsky: 
Concerto  in  E  flat  lor  Chamber 
Orchestra  'Dunbarton  Oaks’: 
Poulenc  3  Songs 
tZKJd  Light 'CtassicaJ  -  excerpts 
from  Puccini  operas  tocoan&iocr  l. 
rats  140  years  since  Puccmfs  birth 
13:00  Artist  ot  the  Week—  Frank  - 
Pefeg(30trt  anniversary  of  Ms  ’ 
deafliL  Bach:  ItaBan  Concerto; 
Orgad:  Variations  in  C;  Busoni: 
Sonata  for  Violin  and  Piano  op  36a 


14:06  Music  from  Far  and  Near 
15:00  From  the  Recording  Studio  - 
Oded  Pintos,  oboe  /  other  artists. 
Avnfc  2  Psalms  for  Oboe  and 
Orchestra;  Bach;  Concerto  in  D 
minor  for  Oboe,  Violin  and 
Orchestra;  Steinberg;  Festive 
Overture  for  Wind  Cwntet:  Mozart 
Quartet  for  Oboe  and 
K370;  Ibert  4  Pieces  for 
Quintet 

16.-00  Ear  on  the  Pulse 
18:05  New  CDs  -  Lassus;  Mlssa 
pro  defuncts;  Teener:  Tears  of  the 
Angels  for  Viofin  and  Orchestra; 
Zernfinsky  Symphony  no  1  in  D 
minor.  Schoenberg:  Pierrot  Lunaire 
for  Speaker  and  Instruments  op  21 
2030  Live  from  Henry  Crown 
Auditorium  -  Jerusalem  Symphony 
Orchestra/  Pater  Neumann, con¬ 
ductor /Theresa  Santiago,  soprano 
/Etfoa  Fnrchnik,  mezzo-soprano/ 
Jeffrey  Picon,  tenor  /  Grant 
Youngblood,  baritone  / 
Kartanserkantorei  Koto.  Faure: 
Requiem;  Schubert  Mass  in  E  flat 
23:00  Sounds  from  Around  the 
Wbrid 

■  RAOtOWEST 

6:00  Momtog  Drive  with  David  Staidc 
(unSftOO) 

7:45  Sports  Update 

Sd)8  lions  Tnsl  Ffoandaf  Update 


I  Morning  I 
nar  (until 


Wagnar  (mfi.12fl0) 

T2M  Premium  Time  with  Centurion 
Inuinea 

13:00  Memory  Lane  with  Rebecca  E. 
1UM  MAM'S  Pick  n'  Mix 
ISdn  Attamoon  Drive  with  kflte 
Reins  (until  iftOO) 

17:45  Sports  Update 
»d»  Moondanca  wth  Donna 
Abraham  -  Melow  Pock 
21:00  One  on  One  wth  Barbara 
Diamond 

2230  West  Rock  with  Michel  Cohen 
1d»  Late  Mghl  Music 

■  BBC  WORLD  SERVICE 

&00  The  World  Today 
630  Insight 

6:45  Off  foe  SheK:  Christmastime  at 

the  End  of  the  Road 

7d»  The  World  Tbday 

7:30  Outlook 

7:55  Take  Five  A 

B30  Discovery 

8^0  The  World  Today 

Brin  Wbrid  News 

9:15  Off  the  Shaft  Cftristmastme  at 
the  End  of  tha  Road 
ftSfl  Pterief  9000 
lOrin  Wbrid  Naw,. 

1 0:10  "Pause  for  T 

IDrtSTheMiEicl 
11  ri»  World  News 
T1riJ5  World  Business  Report 
11:15  Who  Was  SL  ffchoias? 

1130  Plays  in  Focw.TYie  Glass 


11:45  Sports  Roundup 
t2ri»  Newsdesk 
12:30  On  Screen 
13.-00  Newsdesk 
13:30  The  Greatest  City  on  Earth 
14  ri»  World  News 
14:05  Wbrid  Business  Report 
14:15  Britain  Tocfey 
1430  Health  Manors 
14:45  Sports  Roundup 
1K00  Newshour 
16.-00  Wbrid  News 
16.-05  Outlook 
1630  Multitrack:  Hit  List 
17:00  News 
17:05! 

17:151 

17^0  The  Graenfleld  Cofledion 

18:00  Wbrid  News 

1&15  Global  VWdife 

18:30  Insight 

18:45  Bntaii  Today 

19rtW  Europe  Today 

1930  World  Business  Report 

19:45  Sports  Roundup 

2040  Newsdesk 

2030  One  Planet 

21riW  News  Sunmary 

21  rill  Outlook 

2125  Pause  For  Thought 

2130  Megamix 

22:00  Newshour 

23ri»  World  News 

23ri)5  World  Bosmess  Report 

23:15  Britain  Today 

23:30  Meridan  (lira) 

0030  Newsdesk 


CRYPTIC  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


V;®?  f 


A 


,  1  Direct  confrontation 
along  the  way  (4-2,5) 

7  Number  said  to  be  going 
on  the  upper  platform 

•;  onboard  (7) 

8  Dull  ringing  sound  when 
it  is  becoming  tangled  (7) 

10  Man  expressing  dis¬ 
agreement  in  eastern 
church  (5) 

11  Bar,  bnt  China’s  not 
troubled  (9) 

12  Can  Dee  taie  our 
frankness?  (7) 

14  Reveals  change  for  more 
than  one  (7) 

15  Secure  long  talk  about 
disease  (7) 

18  Bounder  in  royal  lady's 
clutches  found  on  the 
road  (7) 


20  Trail  a  cur  round  near 
the  joint  (9) 

21  More  than  ten  go  to 
sleep  having  nap  ini¬ 
tially  (5) 

22  Timer  that  i9  designed 
for  the  old  professors  (7) 

23  Perfectly  lazily  round 
the  middle  of  Weald  (7) 

24  Fractionally  lower  figure 

Ul) 

DOWN 

1  Instrument  with  ring  at¬ 
tached,  it's  the  main 
weapon!  (7) 

2  It  doesn't  make  a  sound 
when  dropped  (5) 

3  One  who  resists  work,  a 
model  (7) 

4  Scope  for  boxers  (7) 


v-?n :-■* 


* 


A  •  >'■ ; 

:  :  ■  * 


3 


5  Against  104  with  an¬ 
other  99  who  were  not 
in  favour  of  citizenship 
(9) 

6  More  than  one  lock?  (7) 

7  Adieu  (6,6) 

9  Fellow  only  half  behav¬ 
ing  in  a  polite  manner 
(11) 

13  Protest  at  the  article  I 
put  on  (9) 

16  Felix  had  the  main 
beam  (7) 

17  Sweet  boy  (7) 

18  Green  man  in  a  tram 
crash  (7) 

19  Bobby’s  very  bright 
light?  (7) 

21  Stayed  and  spoke  at 
length  (5) 


SOLUTIONS 


Yesterdays  Quick  SoMtkm 
ACSOSS:  1  Meant,  4  Early,  10  At¬ 
tract,  11  Exact,  12  Tease,  13 
Toddler,  16  Stem,  17  Wrote.  19 
Irate,  22  Sate,  26  Inverts,  27 
False,  29  Talon,  60  Eastern,  31 
Steep,  32  Fleet. 

DOWN:  2  Eaten,  3  Nearest.  6 
Ahead,  6  Leaflet,  7  Nasty,  8 
State,  9  Start,  14  Omit.  16 
Test,  18  Rivulet,  20  Refusal, 
21  Mirth,  23  Ashen,  24  Verne, 
26  Rinse,  28  Liege. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1  Untidy  (6) 

4  Northumberland 
town  (7) 

8  Rotating  aerial  (7) 

9  Content  (5) 

10  Ragout  (5) 

1 1  XhSy-daJhed  (7) 
13  Boy's  name  (4) 

15  Singed  (anag.)  (6) 
17  Fibre  (6) 

20  Biblical  you  (4) 
22  Scottish  mountain 
valley  (7) 

24  Darkness  (5) 

26  Communion 
table  (5) 

27  Interject  (5,2) 

28  Dog  (7) 


DOWN 

1  Maltreated  (7) 

2  Little  (5) 

3  Jerking  (7) 

4  Wear  off  (6) 

5  Not  at  all  (5) 

6  Impetus  (7) 

7  Attuned  (5) 

12  Counter-tenor  (4) 
14  Aware  of  (4) 

16  Asylum  (7) 

18  10x10  (7) 

19  Easing  o£  tension 

(7) 

21  Bully  (6) 

22  Tissue  transplant 

(5) 

23  Welsh  dog  (5) 


\  /  -  -  v  *  9 

29  Funeral  hymn  (5)  25  Welsh  peninsula© 

“©  Telegraph  Group  Limited,  London  1998* 


■  CHANNEL  1(11) 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 
6:30  News  tort 
631  News  in  Arabic 
6:45  Good  Morning  Israel 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

WXl  Computer  Scenoes 
Art  Workshop 
9ri»  Matter  oHaste 
930  Family  Bond 
UW0  Programs  tor  tie 
veiyyoung 
n:00  Raacfi 
Tlriffi  Social! 

1255  Literature 
T&30  Honors  Room 

■  CHANNEL  1 

1530  Heartbreak  High 
16:15  Si  andUy 
16.-30  Garden  Party 
Wri>9  A  New  Evening 
17:35  Jute  Bra 
W15  News  In  Engfch 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 
T&30  Apropo 
WriJO  News  in  Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 
1930  Gate,  Pepper  and 
Olive  Ofl(rpt) 

BfcQQNaws 
■MOWN]  Mali 
21:00  News 

21 80  Weekly  Lotto  Draw 
21:35  Docu-Meda 
22:10  The  True  Story: 
Smadar  Doesn't  Live  Hare 
Any  More  -  cbfroduction 
with  Britain's  Channel  4 
about  an  teraeS  teenager 
who  leaves  homa  m  oroer 
to  find  her  place  in  the 
world 

2&O0AL  the  RWfo  Pace 

23:40  News 

OOrilO  Vbrse  of  the  Day 

■  CHANNEL  2  (22) 

5:45  Today's  programs 
5^5  Song  tor  the  Day 
SriXt  Artmabon 
630  Oscar  and  Friends 
6.-43  Rashei  m  the  Morrang 
95)0  Jude  Morning 
10.-00  National  Geographic 
11:00  U  Fame 
125)0  Animal  Stones 
1230  Dad  On  Parole 
1330  Zambit 
1330  Ghost  Water 
145)0  Home  aid 
1430  News  tor  Maur 
155X)  Dream  On  Vbu 
1530  Popeye  and  Son 
tSriX)  The  Bold  and  the 
Beautiful 

1650  Street  Comer 
175)0  Five  wrth  Sukenh 
T7301hffdln 
Entertainment 
185)0  Pbpeye 
18.-0S  Viper 
195)0  The  Mossad 
205)0  News 
20:30  Candid  Camera 
225X)  Hot  Mshal 
23:15  MghtBod 
005)0  News 
0030  Smal  Crete 
130  Mission  ImpassUa 
2:20  From  the  Concert  Hall 
-TheVhtng  IPO  plays 
Scfifoerfs  Rosemunde 
Ovartiire.  conducted  by 
Zb'ev  Dorman,  with  Sergei 
Ostiovsky,  win 
255  Song  tor  the  Day 

■  JORDAN  TV  (31) 
(unconfirmed) 

15:00  Hoty  Koran 
15:10  The  Glady  iramfly 
1530  Banana  Pyjama 
16.-00  Lite  Dectstons 
1630  Discussion  progam 
175)0  Mothers  in  Nature 
185)0  Helena's  Eyas 
195)0  Lb  Journal 
19:15  French  Show 
1930  News  Headfras 
1935  Step  Father.  Step 
Mother 

205M  What  Would  Vbu 
Do? 


2030  Drover's  Goto 
21:15  Vbu  and  Vbur  Car 
21 30  Video  Break 
225)0  News  pi  Englah 
2230  Movie 

■  WDOLE  EASTTV 
(24C7)_ 

(unconfirmed) 

7:00  Keeping  Fit 
730  700  Club 
85)0  TV  Shopping 
155)0  Beethoven 
1530  The  White  Rmg 
1G5IO  Woody  Woodpecker 
175)0  700  Club 
17130  Arabic  Wbrid  News 
185)0  Amenean  RxSbeB 
215)0  llafian  Leagire 
Soccer 

235)0  David  Letieman 
23:40  CNN  World  of 
Entertainment 

005)0  TV  Shopping 
25)0  700  Cfob 


■  1TV  3  (33) 

1B5X)  AnimaDon 
1630  Dictator 
1730  Tbiekesset 
185)0  The  Tempest 
195)0  News  in  Arabic 
1930  Ertertakvnent  Now 
205)0  Travstng  Gourmet 
2030  Showcase 
215)0  News 
21 30  The  Grand 
2230  Tha  Nkhotas 
Brothers  -  triune  to  the 
lap-dancing  brothers 
2330  Hokywood  Leafing 
Men  and  Lades 

■  ETV  2(23) 

1530  Ecstasy 
165)0  AI  Pbople 
1630  Coastal  Plain 
175)0  Data  Bank 
1730  Sciences 
17:50  Nature 
185M  Family  Album 
1830  Bfe  on  Cartoons 
195)0  Computer  Sciences 
1930  Manor 
205W  New  Everting 
2030  Designs 
20:55  Uffle  Big  Country 
2130  Muses:  Samuel 
Beckett 

2230  In  the  Heal  of  the 
Night 

22:45  Fragh 

■  CHANNEL  3 

730  Good  Evenngvahh 
Guy  Pines  frpcl 
7:30  Love  Sory  wfih  Vbssi 


1335  Pomtecsmcte  Range 
(1835)  -  Western.  A  corrupt 
pofaldan  ptoa  to  takeover 
a  valuable  ranch.  With 

Hatty  Carer  Sc,  Horn 
Gfcson  and  Bob  Steaks 
14:45  Tone  Warrior  4:  Eggs 
bom  70,000.000  BC  (1985) 
-  me  rime  me  teenage 
time  tranter  is  trapped  by 
worms  that  devour  his  vent- 
de  and  weapons 
16:10  New  m  the  Cinema 
1630  Santa  Fe  (t007)- 
drama  about  Naw  Age 
ads.Apofceman«ra 
loses  his  famBy  to  a  cult 
rrtovas  to  Santa  Fe  to  be 
near  foam  and  tries  to 
rsbuid  .  5  Ue,  ortf  to  be 
drawn  into  foe  cuB  cede 
again.  With  Gary  Cote, 

Lofca  Davktovidi  and Tina 
Maforino 

185)5  The  Hudsuckar 
Prasy  (1394)- A  Joel  and 
Ethan  Coen  comedy  about 
a  young  innocent  tfx> 
arrives  m  New  Ibrk  and 
becomes  a  pmsy  in  a  plot 
to  rein  a  successful  corpo¬ 
ration.  With Timr  " 

Paul  Newman  and, 


PRIME  TIME  TV 


202SUhraOathf1996)- 
a  pair  <*  cfDOM  pcfcemen 
are  put  m  charge  o!  the 
fovek^afion  ofthe  murder 
they  themselves  commit¬ 
ted.  With  Jack  Scab  and 
James  Russo 
225)0  Imaginary  Crimes 
(1994)  -  oaming-o^eae 
drama  atxxi  a  wheeSig 
and  dealing  widower  who 


20:00 


2030 


21 


2t;30 


22:00 


2230 


23:00 


GarDe, 
Pepper  and 
Olive  Oil 
News 
WtthMeni 


News 

Weekly 
Lotto  Draw 
Docu-Medn 


The  True 

Stay 


At  the  Right 
Pace 


News. 


Candid 

Camera 


Hot  Mtshal 


Friends 


Beverly 
HBs  90210; 


Dreams  of  * 
Youth 

YairLapkl 

Live  at  10 
Seinfeld 


Rickf  Lake 


Under  Oath 


Imaginary 
Cfhnes  .-’ 


Biairied  with 
Children 

Fresh 
Prince  of 

BtiAfe  .  . 

Full  House 

Party  of 
Five 


The  Big 
Carnival 


The  Dying 
Rooms 


Eight  on 
Eight 

Out  he 
Brink 


Meekrats 

Divided 

Beyond 

2000 


-a  sBHvneiy  cynical  Personal  Ftiaica  bare-back  horeeractng  in  '  1330  American  Edtion 

by  BBy  wader,  aJta.  1 30  Open  UnWwsfty:  Lite  Siena,  Italy  13:45  World  Report  As 

■  *' '  -  -r*  .  225W  Tribal  Warriors:  The  They  See  It 

Amazon  Warrior -the :  1430  DigltaJ  Jam 

Kayapo  warrior  who  is  '  15:15  News  &  Business 

struggling  to  save  the  rain  '  Asia 
forest 


I  STAR  WORLD  (to/15) 


f*65,*0  y  a  flow}  W|Br  to  Ace  in  thg  Hole,  fixuit  a  of  an 
J  ctowtvonhls-luck  reporter 

KeiteLJCefly  Lyncn  and .  ,  who  tales  a  job  with  a  smal  ■ 

. .  New  Mexico  newspaper.  He 

23j5Q  Fbstipoiitt  (1997)  -a  stumbles  upon  toe  story  ofa  65)0 
CIA  agent  cooperates'  iwto  man  trapped  fo  an  Indian  75M  The 

0b  brothtf  a  a  renegade  nw,  and  junfos  at  the  Show 
P"  S!?*?  n  c*Pfl*F,9  chance  to  make  a  narm  tor  830  Santa  Barbara 
him.  Wtt\  agrees  Brain  and  rjmseB  by  taking  ner  and  930  The  BoW  and  toe 
SHSJ?  .  protonong  toe  rescue  ettorL  Beautiful 

With  Kirk  Douglas  and  Jai  830 Simply  Defidous: 
JJE5?iZ.5*12f?S.Jesse  Storing  France  and  tiajy 

tonkshestouTdthe  2145  Ffic  Story  (French,  1030  Snowy  River.  The 
answer  to  altos  proWems  1975, 95  fims-J- thrffler  set 


^  steab  from  tious  young  daactive  is  Adventures 

toe  Mafia,  tfe  fwjdsheme  tracking  a  cunning  otomal  1130  Smafi  Wonder 

who  a  temxizjnq  theoty.  125)0  The  Brittos  Empire 

hood  friends,  but  toe  tod  With  Alakt  Oekai  and- Jean-  1230  Wbrid  News 
^SfoSSlSrSto  tiwisTriitigrart  -  1330  Asia  News  &  Wbrid 

Gsh  and  Amanda  ■  CHANNEL  8 

Plummer 

230  Hard  Justice  (1995, 87  fcOO  Open  Umw 
mins)  -  a  secret  agati  from  Monday  at  23:30)'  W5»NYPDBfoe 

?  830  Two  Vtolds:  World  b!  1730  The  BoW  and  toe 
find  htepertna*swner  and  toe  Liorfish  (rpt)  BeuMi 

up  uncovering  a  mas-  B30  Metropolis,  part  2  (rpfl  T730  Home  Improvement 
- - —  mo  Castle  Ghost  of  - 


1330  Home  1 
145)0  LA.  Heat 
(rpts  155)0  The  Pretender 


2330  Secrets  of  toe 
Snow  Geese 
005)0  Volga,  Soul  of 
Russia 

1 30  Australia's  Animal 
Mysteries  -  a  look  at 
some  unusual  creatures 
230  Owls,  Kestrels  and 
Roads  (rot) 

I  Wolverine  i 
dpi) 

■  BBC  WORLD  (13/14) 

News  on  the  hour 
630  USA  Direct  (rpt) 
730  World  Review  *98 
dpi) 


1630  Shcwbiz  Today 
T730  Wbrid  Sport 
1830  Wbrid  Baal 
1930  Larry  King  Live  (rpt) 
20*5  American  Edition 
2130  World  Business 
2230  Q8A  wtto  Rtz  Khan 
23:00  News  Europe 
2330  Insight 
00:00  Wbrid  Business 
0030  Wbrid  Sport 
130  World  View 
130  Moneyline  Newshour 
230  Showbiz  Today 

■  SKY  NEWS  (14/13) 

News  on  the  hour 
630  CBS  Evening  News 


830  The  Big  Catch:  Nile  730  Special  Report 


Perch  (rpt) 

930  Hard 
1030  World 


30  Celeste 
85)0  One  Life  to  Live  (rpt) 
935TheVbungandlhe 
Restless  (rpt) 

1030  Days  ot  Our  Uvea 
(rpt) 

11:15  Angets  Don't  Cry 
125)0  Bamaby  Jones 
12:45  DafaB 
1330Newsrafio 
145)0  Bewitched 
1435 1  Dream  of  Jeamia 
1430  Days  of  Our  Lives 
1535  Judge  Judy 
165W  Angels  Don't  Cry 
«:45  One  Life  To  Live 
7730  Frasier 
185)0  Good  Evening  with 
Guy  Pines 

1830  Local  Broadcast 
1930  The  \bung  and  toe 
Restless 

19*^0  Melrose  Place 
2035  Friends 
2030  Beverly  Hits  9Q210 
2135  Dreams  of  Vbuto 
2230  Yor  Lagskf  Live  at  10 
2230  Seinfeld  (rpt) 

2330  Rida  Lake 
23s*5  Good  Everrng  with 
Guy  Pfoes  (rot) 

00:15  Larry  Sanders  Show 
00:45  S*  StaJ  kings 
135  North  Of  80 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

11 30  Quest  tor  Justice 
(1992) -toe  true  stay  of  a 
white  joumaist  who  battles 
racism  curing  toe  Civil  War. 
WBh  Jane  Seymour 


she  case  ot  common  it 
the  pnson.  With  David 


185)0  LA  Heal 
1930  The  Pretender 
2030  NYPD  Blue 


■  CHILDREN  (6) 


630  Cartoons 
835  Steito.  Jungle  King 
835  Liffle  Mouse  on  the 
Prairie 
95)5  Urmaf 
935  The  Souris 
1030  Nfoia  Turlies 
1035  Superman 
10:45  The  Sign 
rtrtOUowgl 
1130  The  Sign 
12:10  New  Adverrtues  of 
Robin  Hood 
IStOOMoesto 
1330  Simba,  Jungle  King 
145)0  OakeyDoky 
1430  Snorks 


i  Offenbach:  Les 
Contes  DTfoffmann 
1330  Beyoid  2000 
1335  A  Fori  r  the  Roart 
Indonesia 

1335  Etai,  Class  of  "91 
1430  On  the  Brink 
Doomsday  (rpt) 

15.-W  World  Discoveries 
16rt0  Cousteau:  Nauru 
1730  Open  University:  Zfik,  1510  Home 
■is  International  Gulag  i30Canrid 
1730  Open  UtwaraSy. 

Understandng  Human 
Comrruiications 
1630  Open  Unwasity: 

Street  Animate 


'98 


1130  Hard  Tuft  (rpt) 

1230  Earth  Report  China  2130  Sportsli 
(rpt)  _  2230  Sky  Bm 


215X1  Home  Improvement  1330  The  World  Today 

21 30  Newhart  - - 

225XJ  The  Brttlas  Empire 
2230  The  Bold  and  the 
Beautiful 

235M  The  Wonder  fears 
2330  Mr.  Betadare 
0030  Aerobics  Oz  Style 
0030  World  News 


830  Sunrise 
13:30  Sky  World  News 
1630  Ybur  Cell 
1830  Sky  Wbrid  News 
19:00  Live  ai  Five 
me 

2230  Sky  Business 
Report 


1430  Wild  World:  Cafl  of  2330  Sky  Wbrid  News 
the  Kalfidu,  part  1  DO 30  Prune  Time 

Today 


230  CBS  Evening  News 
330  Special  Report 
430  Sky  Business  Report 
530  The  Book  Show 


1530  The 
1630  Holiday  (rpt) 

1730  Hard  Talk  with  Tim 
Sebastian 

1830 Wheels  -  Indian 
motoring  magazine 
1930  The  Big  Catch  (rpt] 

2030  The  Wbrid  Today 

230  Jack  Hanna's  Animal  2130  Hard  Talk  (rpt) 

Adventures  22:30  World  Review  ‘98 

230  The  Britlas  Empire  (rpt) 

23:10  World  Business 
■  NATIONAL  Report 

1830  Open  Urtiwretty:  TV  GEOGRAPHIC  (19)  2330  The  Net 

and  toe  Presidency  00:10  Europe  Direct 

185)0  Meerkats  Divided  -  a  65)0  Islands  ol  the  Iguana  1:00  World  News  and 

1435  Mozart  and  toe  Gang  year  in  the  He  ofa  (amfly  of  (rpt)  Business  Report 

1535  The  Snvats  meerkats  75)0  CNBC -finance  and  1:45  Asia  Today  (rpt) 

19:40  Beyond  2000  business  news  and  reports  230  The  Big  Caton  (rpt) 

20:15  The  Dying  Roams  ~  1330  Lost  World  of  toe 

documentary  about  toe  Poor  Knights  {rpt)  ■  CNN  INTERNATIONAL  Journal 

horrific  consequences  of  145)0  Write  ot  Madagascar  (12) 

CNnab  birth-control  pokey  1530  Mysteries  of  Mankind 
1215)0  Eight  on  Sght  with  1630  Predators,  Realm  of  News  throughout  the 

Ybef  Dan:  Atonic  energy  the  Great  White  Bear  (rpt)  day  930  Xtrem  Sports  (rpt) 

21300ntheBrirk  175)0  Wands  ot  the  iguana  B:15  American  Edition  1130  Olympic  Games 

Doomsday,  part  2  -  exami-  185)0  Russia's  Last  Tsar  6:30  World  Report  1330  Soccer  -  Eurogoals 

nation  of  fisastere  caused  1930  Lost  Wbrid  of  toe  7:00  CNN  This  Morning  1430  Car  on  Ice 

Ffoor  Knights  (ipt)  730  Insight  15:00  Ughty  Mrai 

2930  Owls,  Kestrels  and  8:00  CNN  This  Morning  1630  Soccer 

Roads  8:30  Mooeyfina  FIFA  World  Stare  vs 

2030  Wofearine  and  Off  9:00  CNN  This  Morning  1830  Soccer  -  Eurogoals 

2130StoHtosfear-an  930  World  Sport  1930  Trial 

attempt  to  hreak  tha  world  t03Q  CNN  Inis  Morning  2130  Uve  Darts 

hang-gfkfing  attitude  10:30  Showbiz  Today  2330  Bcodng 

record  11:00  Larry  King  (rpt)  005X)  Soccer 

21:30  Race  fur  the  Ratio-  1230  World  Sport  230  Soccer 


1535  Ninja  Turtles 
165B  Sherman 
1635  feter  Pan  and  toe 
Pirates 

17510  Nedh  Newt 
1730  Bandana  Brenda 
18:10  Tates  of  toe  South 
Seas 

185)0  Moesha 
1930  Famiy  Matters 
1935  Married  with  Children  jV™* 

2030  The  Fresh  Prince  of  8235MreriaisDwided 
Bel  Air  (see  IftOO) 

20:40  R8  House  2330  Beyond 2000. (rpt) 

21:10  Party  of  Five  2330  Open  Ifoivemcty: 

Gmmvn 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6)  0030  &«n  University: 

_  BreafitCancer 

22:00  The  Big  Carnival  0030  Open  Unkrereity: 


■  CHANNEL 5 

630  Bodes  in  Motion 
1630  Bodes  In  Motion 
1630  Western  Union 
Wbrid  of  Soccer 
1730  RLA  Basketball 
185)0  Spenfeh  League 
Soccer 

1930  Sports  News 
205)0  College  Baskettm 
21:15  German  League 
Soccer 

235M  Motoraports 
2330  International 


I  EUROSPORT  (15716) 


MOVIES 


Lmwgeddon  5  *1116 
■  The  Avengers** 


JERUSALEM 
CINEMATHEQUE  Ar 

Crying  Game  730  _ 

Ariel  9:30  G.G.  GIL  Jerusalem  Mall 
(Maiha)  w  6788448  Ronin  4:45.  7:15,  10 
•  Small  Soldiers  4:45,  7:15  •  The 
Negotiator  4:30,  7:15.  10  •  ANTZ  4:45, 
7:15,  10  •  Saving  Private  Ryan  &  9:30  • 
Grease  4:45  •  The  Truman  Show  4:45, 
7:15. 10  •  Sliding  Doors  7:15. 10  •  Pautia 
1130  a-m...  2.  4:45  JERUSALEM  THE¬ 
ATER  Washington  Square  7.  9:30  • 
Character  (Dutch.  Hebrew  subtitles)  7. 
930  RAV  CHfeN  1-7  *  B792799 

Credit  Card  Reservations  «  8794477 
Rav-Mecher  Building.  19  Ha'oman  SL, 
Tafpiot  Rounders  5,  7:15,  9:45  Hohr  Man 
9:45  •  There's  Something  About  Mary  5, 
7:30,  9:45  •  Studio  54  5.  7:30,  9:45  -  Lite 
Is  Beeuttful«Snake  EyeWJaxt  Stop 
Wonderland  5,  730,  9:45  •  Ever  After  5. 
730  •  MEVA&SERET  ZION  G.G.  GIL 
■»  5700888  The  Truman  Shov»7:15.  10  • 
Saving  Private  Ryan  930  •  Parent  Trap 
4:45  • Mulan  (Hebrew  dialogue)  4:45. 7:15 
SMADAR  5618168  Girts  Evening  5. 
7:30, 10 
TEL  AVIV 

DtZENGOFF  Sliding  Doors  H  am.,  1, 
3:15,  5:30.  7:45, 10  ■Washington  Square 
11  a.riL,  1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10  •  Character 
f Dutch.  Hebrew  subtitles)  T1  am.,  1, 3:15, 
530,  7:45,  10  GAT  ^6967888  Lite  is 
Beautifui  2:30,  5,  73a  9:45  GLOBUS 
"6081130/1  Ronln-The  Negotiator  1130 
am.,  2.  5.  7:30,  10  ■  ANTZ»The  Truman 
Show  11:30  a.m„  2,  5,  7:30,  10  •  Small 
Soldiers  TI30  am..  2.  5,  7:30  ■  The  Big 
Lebowsfd  7:30, 10  •  Saving  Private  Ryan 
1130  am..  230.  6.  930  ■  Grease  T130 
ant.  2. 5  •  PauHe  11 :30  am.,  2, 5  G.G. 
HOD  1—4  »  5226226  Hod  Passage.  101 
Dizengoff  SL  Ronin  5,  7:30,  10  ■  Trie  Big 
Lebowski  5.  7:30  ■  Swing  Private  Ryan 
6.  9:30  •  The  Perfect  Murder  5.  730.  10 
LEV  sr 5288288  Girts*  Evening  11 

H.m„  1:45, 5, 7:45,  9:45  •  The  Dream  Lite 
of  Angels  11  am..  130.  4:45.  730,  10  • 
Hana-Bi  11:15  am.,  2,  5,  730,  9:45  • 
Sweet  Hereafter  12, 10«  *-lghtTtaln  730 

•  Superhoy  130  cum.,  5  LEV  AVIV 
*6417148  Girts  Evening  5.  7:30, 10  •The 
Dream  LJte  ol  Angels  5, 7:30, 10  •  Nights 
of  Cabtria  930  •  Sweet  Hereafter  10  • 
Hana-Bi  5.  730.  9:45  •  A  Price  Above 
Rubies  5,  7:30  •  A  Polish  Bride  730  • 
Superboy  5  UMOR  =6968084  Shall 
We  Dance  530  •  Armageddon  i,  7:30  • 
As  Good  As  It  Gets  9:45  -  Mulan 

(Satogue!  11:30  am,  4  G.G. 
TER  *5442141  ANTZ  5,  730, 10  • 
The  Truman  Show  5,  730,  10  •  The 
Negotiator  430, 7:15, 10  •  Saving  Private 
Ryan  6,  930  •  The  Gingerbread  Man  5, 
7:30,  10  RAV-CHEN  v  5282288 
Dizengoff  Circle  Rounders  230,  5,  730, 
9:45  •  Studio  54~Srtake 

Eyes-oHaflaween:  H20  2:30,  5.  7:30.  9:45 

•  Ever  After  230, 5. 730, 9:45  -  Holy  Man 

2:30.  5.  730.  9:45  RAV-OR  1-6  » 

5102674  Opera  House  There's 
Something  About  Mary  2:30,  5,  730. 
0:45  •  Henry  Fool  430,  7:15,  9:45  •  Next 
Stop  Wonderland-.  Ttomo  5. 7:30,  9:45  • 
tl  Ctdone  5. 7:30  TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM 
Claire  Dolan  5, 8, 10 

HAIFA 

CINEMA  CAFE  AMAMI  *8325755 
King  of  Masks  7:15  •  The  Perfect  Murder 
9:30  -The  Big  Lebowski  7:15, 030  CIN¬ 
EMATHEQUE  *8383424  The  Match 
Girl  7  •  Pillow  Book  9:30 
"8242477  Washington 
Square  7:15,  930  .  OR!  >8500056 
Ronin  4:45, 7:15, 10-  ANTZ  4:45, 7:15, 10 
-  Small  Soldiers  4:45.  7:15  •  The 
Negotiator  4:30,  7:15,  10  •  The  Truman 
Show  4:45,  7:15,  10  •  Saving  Private 
Ryan  6,  930  ■  Sliding  Doors  7:15,  10  * 


Paulie  / Hebrew  dialogue)  4:45 

PANORAMA  =8382020  The  Negotiator 
4:15,  7,  9:30  •  Character  (Dutch,  Hebrew 
subtitles)  4:30,  7:15.  930  •  Sliding  Doors 
7,  9:30  •  Small  Soldiers  11  am..  430,  7  - 
The  BoTTuwerauupauite  (Hebrew  cSalogue) 
11  am.  RAV-CHEN  t* 8500055  Holy 
ManooThere's  Something  About  Mary 
4:45,  7:15,  930  •Wrongfully  Accused  5, 
7:15, 930  •  Halloween:  H20  5, 7:15, 9:3Q  • 
Studio  54  5,  7:15,  930  RAV-GAT  1-2 
v  8674311  Rounders  7,  930  •  Snake 
Eyes  7:15.  9:30  RAV-MOR  1-7  » 

8416898  Rounders  4:45,  7,  930  •  Lite  Is 
Beautiful  4:45.  7,  930  -  Snake  Eyes  5, 
7:15.  9:30  -  Studio  54  7:15.  930  -  Holy 
Man  430,  7.  9:30  •  There's  Something 
About  Mary  4:30,  7.  930  •  Ever  After 
4:30.  7,  9:30  •  HAV-OR  1-3  * 

8248553  Next  Stop  Wonderland  5,  7:15. 
930  •  Lite  Is  Beautiful 4:45, 7, 9:30*  Ever 
After  F4:45,  7,  930 
AFULA 

RAV  CHEN  Holy  Man  7,  9:15  •  There’s 
Something  About  Mary  7,  930  -  Sawing 
Private  Ryan  6,  9:15 
ARAD 

STAR  *9950904  There'S  Something 
About  Mary  5.  730,  9:45  •  Ever  After  5, 
7:30  -  The  human  Show  5,  730,  9:45  • 
Snake  Eyes  9:45 
ARIEL 

Saving  Private  Ryan  9  •  Pippi 
Lon^stodang  (Hebrew  dialogue)  6 

G.G.  GIL  V  8647202  Ronin  5,  730,  10  • 
ANTZ  5.  730,  10  •  The  Negotiator  4:30, 
7:15, 10-  Small  Soldiers  1130  am.,  5,  7, 
7:15  •  Saving  Private  Ryan  030  •  Sliding 
Doom  5,  730.  10  ORI  *8568073 
Grease  5,  7:30  •  The  TVurrtan  Show  5, 
7:30,  10  RAV  CHEN  =8661120 
Rounders  5, 7:15, 9:45  •  Ever  Aftenx>HoIy 
ItaWThere's  Something  About  Mery  5, 
730,  9:45  •  Life  Is  Beautiful  5,  7:30,  9:45 
-  Studio  54  5, 730,  9~A5 
ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  w  6729977  Ronin  5, 7:30, 10  • 
Small  SoKfiers  5,  7:30  ■  The  Negotiator 
4:30,  7:15.  10  •  ANTZ  5,  730.  10  •  The 
Trunan  Show  10  ■  Sliding  Doors  5,  7:30 
RAV  CHEN  *0771221  Rounders  5. 
7:15,  9:45  •  Holy  Man  9:45  •  There's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  7:30,  9:45  • 
Studio  54  730.  9:45  •  Life  Is  BeutHuf  5, 
730,  9:45  *  Ever  After  5, 7:30 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  *5531077  Rounders  5, 
7:15,  9:45  ■  Ronin  5,  7:15. 9:45  •  ANTZ  S  - 
The  Negotiator  4:15.  7,  9:45  ■  There's 
About  Mary  5,  730,  9:45  - 
Holy  Man  9:45 -Snake  Eyes  9:45  •  Studio 
54  730, 9:45  •  Small  Sofdiet»»Ever  After 
5. 730 

BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  ORI  *61031t1  Ronin  5,  7:30,  10  • 
Smalt  Sokfiers  5  •  ANTZ  F5.  730.  10  - 
Sliding  Doors  730  -The  Negotiator  4:30, 
7:15. 10  RAV-NEGEV  1-4  *6235278 

Rounders  5.  730,  9:45  *  Holy  Man  9.45  • 
Ever  After  5,  7:30  •  There's  Something 
About  Mary  5,  7:30.  9:45  •  Lite  Is 
Beautiful  5. 730. 9:45 

EILAT  CINEMA  Ever  Aften»Hoty  Man— 
There's  Something  About  Mary  7:30,  10 
GIL  *6340182  ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  -  The 
Truman  Show  10*  Small  Sokfiei*5. 7:30 
Ote  Negotiator  430,  7:15. 10 

LEV  *6343555  There's  Something 
About  Mary  730.  10  •  ANTZ  730,  10  * 
Holy  Man  730  •  Ever  Alta  7:30,  10  • 
Snake  Eyes  Wed.  10 

HERZLJYA 

COLONY  *6902666  Next  Stop 
Wonderland  8.8. 10  *  Life  to  Beautiful 
530,730,10  DANIEL  *9544044  Girls 


Evening  5,  7:30,  9:30  STAR  *9589086 
ANTZ  7:30,  10  •  There’s  Something 

TOD  HAS&uSbN  '  Sl“di0  54  ^  10 
GIL  *  7408591  There's  Something 
About  Mary  5.  730. 10*  Small  Sokfiers 
5,  730  *7110  Negotiators  4:30,  7:15,  10  • 
SlIdhY^Doois  10  •  Snake  Eyes  10 

GLOBUS  Ronin  5,  730,  10  »  There's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  730,  TO  - 
ANTZ  5, 730, 10  •  The  Truman  Show  10* 
Ever  After  5,  7:30  •  Ufa  Is  Beautiful  F5, 
7:30. 10  •  Tha  Negotiator  430. 7:15, 10  - 
GreasenPaulle  j Hebrew  tiatogua)  11:30 
am.,  2  STAR  There'S  Something 
About  Maiy<»Ever  After  730,  10  ■  Tango 
730. 10  -Studio  54  7:30, 10 
KARMIEL 

CINEMA«9882521  Holy  Man»There's 
Somethh^Xtoout  Mary  7,  9:30  • 

G.G.G1L  *7677370  Rounders  5.  730, 
10  •  Ronin  5. 7:30, 10-  ANTZ  5, 7:30, 10  * 
SmaU  Sokfiers  5.  7:30  •  The  Negotiator 
430, 7:15, 10  •  Sliding  Doors  7  -There's 
Something  About  Nuny  5,  730,  10  - 
Studio  54  10 
KJRYAT  BIALIK 

G.G.  GIL  *0779877  Ronin  7,  930  • 
ANTZ-Knock  Off  7.  9:30  •  The 
Negotiator<>°Sliding  Doors  7,  9:30  • 
Saving  Private  Ryan  7.  9:30  • 
Halloween;  H20  7,  930  •  The  Truman 
Show  7. 930 
KIRYAtSHMONA 

G.G.  GIL  *6905080  There's  Something 
About  Mary  430, 7, 9:30-  Holy  Man  430, 
7,  930  •  The  Big  Leboweld  9:30  •  Ever 
After  4:30. 7 
NAHARlVA 

G.G.  GIL  Ronfn-ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  - 
There's  Something  About  Mary  5,  7:30. 
10  *  Ever  After  5,  730  ■  The  Truman 
Show  10  -  The  Negotiator  430,  7:15, 10 
UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  *6561332  Ever  Alta  430,  7  • 
Saving  Private  Ryan  930  •  Wrongfully 
AccusecMtaeiit  Trap  11 30  a.m_  •  Holy 
Man—Ronln  4:30,  7.  9:30  •  The  Big 
Lebowskle-The  Truman  Show  4:30,  7, 
930  •  There’s  Something  About  Mary 
430. 7, 930  -The  Negotiator  4:15, 7, 10 

ne£s  zjqna 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  *  9404729 

Ronfrvx. Washington  Square  5,  7:30,  10  • 
ANTZ  5,  730,  10  -The  Negotiator  430, 
7:15,  10  •  PaulisooMuIan  (Hebrew  dra- 
togue)  11:30  am 
NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  *8628452  Ronin  5. 730, 
10  •  ANTZ  5, 730, 10  *  Smafi  Soldiers  5, 
7:30  -The  Negotiator  430,  7:15, 10  -The 
Human  Show  10  •  Sliding  Doors  5,  730 
RAV  CHEN  »  8818570  Rounders  5, 
7:15.  9:45  •  Ute  Is  Beautiful  5.  7:30,  9:45 
-  Studio  54  7:30,  9:45  •  There's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  730,  9:45  - 
Holy  Mans 
ORAWVA 

RAV  CHEN  *  6262758  Holy  Man  7:15, 
930  •There's  Something  About  Mary  7, 
930  •  Sliding  Doors  7:15. 930 
OR  YEHUDA  G.G.  GIL  1-4  *  5333292 
Palestine  circus<»The  Big  Labawsfd«> 
The  Truman  Show  5,  730,  10  •  Saving 
“  '  '  “  _  9:30 


10:15  ■  Wrongfully  AccusedwOr.  Dofittle 
1030  a.m.,  1  •  Life  Is  Beautiful  5,  7:30, 
10:15  •  Stutfio  54  10:15  •  Small  Soldiers 
5.  7:30  •  Saving  Private  Ryan  6.  930 
RA  ANAN  Rounden»The  Negotiator  5, 
7:30.  10:15  •  ANTZ  5,  7:30.  10:15  -  Evar 
After  5,  7:30  •  Sliding  Doors  5,  7:30, 
10:15  ■  The  Truman  Snow  10:15  •  Holy 
Man  5.  730 
RAMATGAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  *  6197121  ANTZ  5,  7:30, 
9:45  •  There's  Something  About  Mary  5, 
7:30,  9:45  -  Studio  54- Life  is  Beautiful 
7:30,  9:45  •  Small  Soldlefs«Ever  After  5 


Negotiator  4:15, 7. 9:45  •  Holy  Man  9:45  • 

KOKHAV  *  5491979  Sliding  Doors  6. 8. 
10  'The  Little  Mermaid  (Hebrew  dialogue) 
4:45  •  Superboy  6:15 
REHOVOT 

CHEN  *9362868  Ghte  Night  7:15,  9:45 

•  Next  Stop  Wonderland  730  •  Claire 
Dolan  9:45  •  The  Big  Lebowski  7:15. 9:45 

•  Sliding  Doors  730,  9:45  RAV  MOR 

*  9493595  Rounders  5, 7:15, 9:45  -  ANTZ 
5, 7:30, 9:45  -The  Negotiator  4:15, 7. 9:45 
-  Studio  54»Ufe  Is  Beautiful  5. 7:30. 9:45 
•There's  Something  About  Mary  5.  7:30, 

RiSHON  LEZION 

GIL  1-3  »  9500785  Ronin  5.  730, 10  • 
Small  Sokfiers  5,  7:30  ■  Sliding  Doors  5. 
73a  10 -The Trunan  Show  10  HAZAHAV 

*  9514968  Ronin  5,  7:30,  10  •  SmaU 
Sokfiers  tf 30  ajn..  2.  5.  730,  10  •  ANTZ 
11:30  a.m.,  2,  5, 730. 10  -The  Negotiator 
4:30.  7:15j10  ■  Stilling  Doors  5.  7:30.  10 
RAV  CHEN  •  9670504  Rounders  5. 
7:15,  9:45  •  Thera's  Something  About 
Mary  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  Holy  Man  5,  9.45  • 
Ever  After  7:30  •  Life  Is  Beautiful  5. 7:30, 
9:45  STAR  *  9619985  There's 
Something  About  Mary«Ever  After  730. 

shohSm*30,  10 "  StU£fto  54  7:30' 10 

STAR  *  9793834  Dr.  Dotittle  7:15,  9:45  • 
TheThiman  Show  9:45  •  HaHowaen  H30 
9:45  -  Paul  to”  Pippi  Longstocking 
(Ttebrew^cSabg ire)  7:15 

RAV  CHEN  *5367910  Ever  After  5. 7:30 
■There’s  Something  About  Mary  5, 730. 
9.45  -  Lite  is  Beautiful  5,  730,  9.45  - 
Studio  54  5,  7:30. 945  •  Snake  Eyes  945 

All  times  arap-m.  unless  otherwise  Indi¬ 
cated.  Telephone  reservations  (credit 
card)  can  be  made  tor  Golan  Globus 
(G.G.)  cinemas  at  1-70050-50-50 


G.G.  GIL  1-6  *  9087989  ANTZ  5.  7:30, 
10  •  Holy  Man  5  •  The  Truman  Show  5, 
730, 10  ■  Studio  54 10  ■  The  Negotiator 
4:30,  7:15,  10  •  SmaU  Sokfiers  5.  7:15  • 
Ever  After  730, 10-  Saving  Private  Ryan 
9:30  G.G.  HECHAL  *  9317374 
RoninooThere's  Something  About  Mary 
Sliding  Dows  5,  730,  10 

PARK  *  7711321  Ronin  5. 7:30, 10:15  • 
There’s  Something  About  Mary  5,  7:30, 


II 
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Falcons  beat  Lions,  clinch  division  title 
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>;V f.Sp&ts Editois. 

&Ori Lewis 


No.  18 
Oklahoma 
State  upset 


OMAHA,  Neb.  (.API  -  Ryan 
Sears  hit  a  3-poiater  with  57.7  sec¬ 
onds  left  and  Doug  Swenson  made 
3-of-4  from  the  foul  line  in  the  last 
minute  as  Creighton  rallied  to  beat 
No.  18  Oklahoma  State  66-60 
Sunday. 

In  other  games  involving  ranked 
teams.  No.  2  Duke  defeated  North 
Carolina  A&T  88-53  and  No.  10 
Indiana  beat  San  Francisco  106-54. 

No.  2  Duke  88. 

North  Carolina  A&T  53 

Elton  Brand  scored  21  points 
and  Duke  cruised  past  the  Aggies 
for  its  28th  straight  home  victory. 

The  Blue  Devils  (10-1)  blocked 
a  season-high  13  shots.  Corey 
Maggette  scored  16  points  and 
Trajan  Langdon  added  14. 

Duke  plays  No.  3  Kentucky  on 
Tuesday  in  die  Jimmy  V  Classic. 
The  teams  met  last  season  in  the 
NCAA  South  Regional  Anal, 
when  the  Wildcats  won  86-84. 

No.  10  Indiana  106 
San  Francisco  54 

>Rob  Turner  had  18  points  and 
AJ.  Guyton  17  in  Indiana's  high¬ 
est-scoring  game  of  the  season. 

■  The  host  Hoosiers  (11-2)  forced 
32  turnovers.  San  Francisco  coach 
Philip  Mathews  was  ejected  with 
5:49  left  after  being  called  for  four 
technical  fouls, 

Antwaan  Randle  El.  Indiana’s 
starting  quarterback,  played  his  first 
B3$tc&tbkll  game  for  the  Hoosiers. 
The  fiesfiman'Kad  five  points;  two 
rebounds  and  two  assists. 


■  PONTIAC, 
Michigan 
(Renters)  - 
With  their 
coach  home 
recovering 
from  quadru¬ 
ple  bypass 
heart  surgery, 
the  Atlanta 
Falcons  gave  Dan  Reeves  a  mem¬ 
orable  get-well  present  on 
Sunday  -  a  division  title  and  a 
first-round  bye  in  the  playoffs. 

Jamal  Anderson  rushed  for  147 
yards  and  scored  two  touch¬ 
downs  as  Atlanta  clinched  the 
NFC  West  title  for  only  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  the  team's  33-year 
history  and  first  time  since  1980 
with  an  emotional  24-17  victory 
over  the  Detroit  Lions. 

“The  49ers  dominated  this  divi¬ 
sion  for  so  long  it  was  time  for  a 
change”  said  veteran  Atlanta 
linebacker  Jesse  Tuggle. 

The  Falcons  (13-2)  came  up 
with  14  fourth-quarter  points  to 
win  for  their  absent  leader.  Chris 
Chandler  hit  Terance  Mathis  with 
a  27-yard  TD  pass  to  tie  the  game 


Box  scores,  standings, 
Page  18 


at  17-17  and  Anderson  scored  the 
winning  touchdown  on  a  one- 
yard  run  with  6:57  left. 

•This  right  here  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  Dan's  hard  work,”  said 
Anderson.  “We  won  this  game 
for  Dan  and  his  family”  Reeves 
underwent  heart  surgery  last 
Monday  and  was  released  from 
the  hospital  on  Friday.  He  is 
expected  to  be  back  on  the  side¬ 
lines  for  the  playoffs. 

Vikings  50,  Jaguars  10 

Host  Minnesota  improved  to 
14-1  and  clinched  home-field 
advantage  throughout  the  play¬ 
offs. 

Randall  Cunningham  hooked 
up  with  rookie  sensation  Randy 
Moss  on  a  flea-flicker  for  a  43- 
yard  touchdown  early  in  the  third 
quarter,  beginning  a  run  of  38 
unanswered  second-half  points 
by  the  Vikings. 

The  50  points  marked 
Minnesota's  highest  offensive 
output  m  24  years  and  took  their 
season  total  to  530  points,  tl  shy 
of  the  NFL  record  set  by  the  1983 
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EXTRA  EFFORT  -  Falcons  RB  Jamal  Anderson  reaches  for  the  end  zone  at  the  end  of  a  26-yard 
Anderson  scored  on  the  next  play,  his  second  TD  of  the  game.  Atlanta  beat  Detroit  24-17. 


carry  against  the  Lions.  The  ball  was  placed  at  the  one-yard  line. 


Washington  Redskins. 

Cris  Carter  caught  his  100th 
career  touchdown  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  tying  him  with  former 
Seattle  star  Steve  Largest  for  sec¬ 
ond  behind  Jerry  Rice  on  tfie 
NFL  ail-time  list. 


With  Jacksonville’s  loss,  the 
New  York  Jets  secured  a  first- 
round  playoffs  bye. 

Bengals  25;  Steelers  24 . 


time  in  seven  years  under  coach 
Bill  Cowher. 

Cardinals  19,  New  Orleans  17 
Chris  Jacke  kicked  a  36-yard 


•  Dbug  Pelfrey!s~  fourth  -field  — field  goal  as  time  expired  to  lift 
goal  ‘  -  ’a  2i;yarder  with  ’  5: 12  the  Cardinals  to  a  homS  win  that 


PjOvA-C5TV  -  it’s  FRS^ 

when  you  fly  TLV  —  Canada. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  LAS  VEGAS,  HOUSTON,  ATLANTA, 
ST  LOUIS,  KANSAS  CTTY,  SAN  jOSE. 

See  your  travel  avent  for  details. _ _ 
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remaining  -  gave  Cincinnati  a 
stunning  away  victory. 

The  Bengals  snapped  a  nine- 
game  losing  streak  and  knocked 
their  arch-rivals  Pittsburgh  (7-8) 
out  of  playoff  contention. 

Pittsburgh,  which  erased  a  13- 
point  first-half  deficit  to  grab  a 
24-22  fourth-quarter  lead,  will 
miss  the  playoffs  for  the  first 


kept  Arizona  in  front  in  the  fran¬ 
tic  race  for  the  final  NFC  wild 
card  spot 

Arizona  (8-7)  can  clinch  its 
first  playoff  berth  in  16  years 
with  a  win  at  home  against  San 
Diego  next  week 

Jake  Plummer  had  32  comple¬ 
tions  for  394  yards  and  drove 
Arizona  73  yards  in  the  final  81 


seconds  to  set  up  Jacke’s  I7th 
career  game-winning  field  goal 
and  second  in  as  many  weeks. 

With  the  loss,  the  Saints  (6-9) 
were  eliminated  from  the  playoff 
picture.  '  :  *' 

Cowboys  13,  Eagles  9 

Host  Dallas  clinched  its  sixth 
NFC  East  title  in  seven  years 
wirh  an  unimpressive  victory. 

The  lone  touchdown  came  on 
Eric  Bjomson’s  seven-yard  run 
off  a  fake  field  goal  in  the  first 
quarter. 

That  and  two  third-quarter 
Richie  Cunningham  field  goals 


was  all  Dallas  needed  to  beat  the 
woeful  3-12  Eagles. 

Seahawks  27,  Colts  3 
Rickey  Watters  ran  for  a  career- 
high  178  yards  and  a  TD  as  the 
Seahawks  scored  the  final  17 
points  in  the  fourth  quarter  for  a 
27-23  win  over  the  Indianapolis 
Colts. 

The  Colts  (3-12)  failed  to  score 
on  four  straight  plays  inside  the 
10-yard  line  in  the  final  seconds 
as  Seattle  (8-7)  kept  its  extreme¬ 
ly  slim  playoff  hopes  alive. 


See  NFL,  Page  18 
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AFC  EAST 

NEW  YORK  JETS  -  Have 
clinched  AFC  East  title  and  a 
first-round  bye. 

BUFFALO  -  Has  clinched  play¬ 
off  berth. 

NEW  ENGLAND  -  Has  clinched 
playoff  berth. 

MIAMI-Can  clinch  playoff  berth 
with  one  win  or  a  Tennessee 
loss  or  tie. 

AFC  CENTRAL 
JACKSONVILLE  -  Has  clinched 
AFC  Central  title. 

TENNESSEE  -  Can  clinch  a 
playoff  berth  with  a  win  and  two 


Miami  losses. 

AFC  WEST 

DENVER  -  Has  clinched  AFC 
West  tide  and  home-field 
advantage  throughout  the  AFC 
playoffs. 


NFC  EAST 

DALLAS  -  Has  clinched  NFC 
East  title. 

ARIZONA  -  Can  clinch  playoff 
berth  with  a  win  or  a  N.Y.  Giants 
loss. 

N.Y.  GIANTS  -  Can  clinch  play¬ 
off  berth  with  a  win,  a  Tampa 
Bay  loss  and  an  Arizona  loss. 


NFC  CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA-Has  clinched 
NFC  Central  title  and  home- 
field  advantage  throughout  the 
NFC  playoffs. 

GREEN  BAY  -  Has  clinched 
playoff  berth. 

TAMPA  BAY  -  Can  clinch  play¬ 
off  berth  with  a  win, ;  a  N.Y. 
Giants  win  and  an  Arizona  loss. 


Villa  three  ^ 
points 
clear 


NFC  WEST 

ATLANTA  -  Has  clinched  NFC 
West  title  and  a  first-round  bye. 
SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Has 
clinched  playoff  berth. 


LONDON  (Reuters)  —  An  own 
goal  gave  Aston  Villa  a  1-0  win 
over  Charlton  that  sent  them  three 
points  clear  of  Chelsea  at  the  top  of 
the  Premier  League  last  night. 

Unlucky  defender  Richard 
Rufus  set  up  the  visitors  victory  at 
the  Valley  with  a  third  minute 
deflection  that  condemned  strug¬ 
gling  Charlton  to  a  fifth  successive 
defeat. 
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Israel:  Sunny 
la  partly 
cloudy  and 
mild  today. 

Highs  1B-2a 
Fair  tonight. 
Lows  4-14. 
Sun  and 

ClOudS 
tomorrow, 
maybe  a 
shower  in  the 
north. 


Shown  is  today’s  weather.  Temperatures  are  today’s  highs  and  tonrgWs  lows. 

ISRAEL  CITIES _ _ 

Today  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 
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A  Dynamic  High-Tech  Company  in  the  Telecommunications  Reid 

seeks  a 


Chariton  Athletic  0,  Aston  Villa  I  - 
Richard  Rufus  3og  Halftime:  0-1; 
Attendance:  20,043 
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The  person  filling  the  position  will: 

•  Provide  legal  advice  to  company  management  in  a 
variety  of  commercial  matters 

•  Prepa re  a  wide  variety  of  legal  documents  for  commercial 
transactions  around  the  world 
•  Manage  and  coordinate  the  company's  outside  counsel 

The  ideal  candidate  will  meet  the  following  requirements: 

•  English  as  native  tongue;  strong  written  and  spoken  Hebrew 
•  Legal  education  and/or  experience  in  the  U.S. 
or  other  English-speaking  country 
•  Member  of  the  Israel  Bar 

•  At  least  5  years  practical  experience  as  a  lawyer  in  a  commercial  setting 
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Leading  scorers  in  the  English  ore- 

m,*[  after  yesterday *s  match: 
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Please  reply  in  writing  to  ADC  Teledata  Communications  Ltd.,  RQ.Box 
2003,  Herzliya  46120  Fax:09-959-1479  Indicate  Position  No.  100 
Emar!:jobs@teledata.co.il  Send  attachment  in  word  format 
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Yotke  ( Manchester  Uid),  Nicolas  Anefica 
(Arscnalj.  Gustavo  Poyet  (Chelsea);  6  - 
Sbe^3r  (Newcastle),  aive 
Mendonca  (Charfton),  Robbie  Fowler 
ILiverpooI),  Duncan  Ferguson 
(NewasUe  Utd,  4  for  Evenon).  Jason 
Evell  (Wimbledon).  Emile  Heskey 
Julian  Joachim  (Aston 
ViHa),  Andy  Cole  (Manchester  Uid).  Tor 
Andre  Flo  (Chelsea);  5  -  Tbny  Owee 
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Whelan  (Covenuy).  Patrik  Berger 
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